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We’re so glad you joined us for worship today!   

-    Our restrooms are located in the basement through the door  nearest the piano. 

-   We love having children in our worship service!  However, if your child becomes 
restless, we have a children’s play area downstairs along with an audio and 
video feed of the service. 

-   You are our guest!  If there is something else we can help you with, please let 
any of us know! 

-   Finally, you’ll find everything you need for tonight’s worship printed in this ser-
vice folder. Lord’s blessings on your worship! 

In tonight’s worship service we will begin our preparation for Easter with a service 
of confession and absolution. 

 
Heavenly Father, You are rich and glorious but I am poor and sinful.  Forgive me for 

the times I have forgotten this. Thank you for sending Jesus to give up His riches 
and become poor like me. Remind me every day that his death on the cross is 
payment for all my sins!  In Jesus’ name, Amen.      
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The sanctuary is quiet as worshipers enter for worship.  The quietness is for personal 
reflection and confession. On this day and on Good Friday the altar is vested in black, the 
liturgical color of sorrow and death.   

 
 

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent, the Christian’s 40-day journey with the 
Lord to the cross and tomb, preparing for the proclamation of Easter. The 40 days are remi-
niscent of several biblical events: Jesus’ 40-day fast at the beginning of his ministry (the 
temptation of Jesus), Moses’ stay on Mount Sinai at the giving of the Law, Elijah’s fast on 
his way to the mountain of God. 

 
Ash Wednesday begins the Christian’s Lenten journey with a reminder of our mortality 

and a call to repentance (Genesis 18:27; Job 42:6; Jeremiah 6:26; Matthew 11:21). The an-
cient practice of imposing ashes on the foreheads of the faithful gives Ash Wednesday its 
name.  The church father Tertullian (c. A.D. 160-215) writes of the practice as a public ex-
pression of repentance and of our human frailty that stands in need of Christ.  The ashes 
remind us forcefully of our need for redeeming grace as they recall words from the rite for 
Christian burial: “...earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust…,” words that will someday 
be spoken over us all. The imposition of ashes has never been an exclusively Roman Catho-
lic practice and today is observed widely by Christians of many traditions. 

 
Commercially prepared ashes may be used. However, traditionally the ashes come 

from the palms of the previous year’s Palm Sunday procession.  The palms are gathered 
from the homes of the congregation and burned.  The ashes are sifted, mixed with a small 
amount of olive oil (not water) to permit them to adhere to the forehead, and placed in a 
shallow dish for the imposition.  The minister marks a cross of ashes on each person’s fore-
head or the back of their hand using his thumb or forefinger. 
 

(Explanation taken from Christian Worship: Occasional Services, p. 151) 

Please remain seated. 
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The minister and congregation speak the psalm responsively, 
 the congregation speaking the indented lines. 
 
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; 

 according to your great compassion blot out my transgressions. 

Wash away all my iniquity 

 and cleanse me from my sin. 

For I know my transgressions, 

 and my sin is always before me. 

Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, 

 so that you are proved right when you speak and justified when you judge. 

Surely I was sinful at birth, 

 sinful from the time my mother conceived me. 

Surely you desire truth in the inner parts; 

 you teach me wisdom in the inmost place. 

Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; 

 wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. 

Let me hear joy and gladness; 

 let the bones you have crushed rejoice. 

Hide your face from my sins 

 and blot out all my iniquity. 

Create in me a pure heart, O God, 

 and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 

Do not cast me from your presence 

 or take your Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore to me the joy of your salvation 

 and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. 

Then I will teach transgressors your ways, 

 and sinners will turn back to you. 

Save me from bloodguilt, O God, the God who saves me, 

 and my tongue will sing of your righteousness. 
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O Lord, open my lips, 

 and my mouth will declare your praise. 

You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it; 

 you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings. 

The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; 

 a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 

 
Silence for meditation. 

 

P: Brothers and sisters in Christ, God created us to know joy in communion with him, 
to love all humanity, and to live in harmony with all creation. But sin separates us 
from God, our neighbors, and creation, and so we do not enjoy the life our Creator 
intended for us.  By our sin we grieve our Father, who does not desire us to come 
under his judgment but to turn to him and live. Therefore, God in his mercy has 
sent our Lord Jesus Christ to take our place under the law, to suffer for us, and to 
die the death we deserve. God made Jesus, who had no sin, to be sin for us so that 
in him, we might become the righteousness of God. 

 
 During the 40 days of Lent, we fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of 

our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and 
sat down at the right hand of God. The time of Lent reminds us that to know Christ 
and the power of his resurrection, we must also know the fellowship of sharing in 
his sufferings, becoming like him in his death. As disciples of the Lord Jesus, we are 
called to struggle against everything that leads us away from love of God and 
neighbor. 

 
 I invite you, therefore, to confess your sins, ask our Father for forgiveness, and 

commit yourselves to this struggle. Let us be silent. Let us be still. Let us pause now 
for a time of reflection and self-examination. 

 

 Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
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P: Most holy and merciful Father, 
C: We confess to you and to one another that we have sinned 
  by our own fault, 
  by our own grievous fault in thought, word, and deed, 
  by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 
 
P: We have not loved you with our whole heart and mind and strength. 
 We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
 We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven. 
C: Have mercy on us, Lord. 
 
P: We have been deaf to your call to serve as Christ served us. 
 We have not been true to the mind of Christ. 
 We have grieved the Holy Spirit. 
C: Have mercy on us, Lord. 
 
P: We confess to you, Lord, all our past unfaithfulness. 
 The pride, hypocrisy, and impatience in our lives 
C: We confess to you, O Lord. 
 
P: Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, our manipulation of other people 
C: We confess to you, O Lord. 
 
P: Our anger when our selfish aims are denied and our envy of those more fortunate 

than ourselves 
C: We confess to you, O Lord. 
 
P: Our love of worldly goods and comforts and our dishonesty in daily life and work 
C: We confess to you, O Lord. 
 
P: Our negligence in worship and prayer and our failure to show the faith that is in us 
C: We confess to you, O Lord. 
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P: Forgive us, Lord, for the wrongs we have done.  For our blindness to human need 
and suffering and our indifference to injustice and cruelty, 

C: Forgive us, O Lord. 
 
P: For all false judgments, for uncharitable thoughts toward others, and for our preju-

dice and contempt for those who differ from us, 
C: Forgive us, O Lord. 
 
P: For what we think or say or do that is at variance with your will, 
C: Forgive us, O Lord. 
 
P: Restore us, good Lord, and let your anger depart from us. 
C: Hear us, Lord, for your mercy is great. 
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Anyone who desires to receive the sign of ashes may come forward.  

The minister applies ashes to the forehead or back  
of the hand in the form of a small cross, saying: 

 

P: Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. 
 
After all who desire have received ashes, the minister says: 
 
P: Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation 
 
C: That we may show forth your glory in the world. 
 
P: By the cross and suffering of your Son, O Lord, 
 
C: Bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection. 
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P: Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, does not desire the death of 
sinners but rather that they turn from their wickedness and live. Therefore, I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the 
Holy Spirit.  

  
 During these days of Lent, let us implore God to give us renewal and his Holy 

Spirit. May we continue to abide in the true faith and at the last be received by 
him through the merits of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
C: Amen. 

 

P: Almighty and merciful God, you never despise what you have made and always 
forgive those who turn to you.  Create in us such new and contrite hearts that 
we may truly repent of our sins and obtain your full and gracious pardon; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
C: Amen. 

 

For our offenses are many in your sight, and our sins testify against us. Our of-
fenses are ever with us, and we acknowledge our iniquities: 13 rebellion and treach-
ery against the LORD, turning our backs on our God, fomenting oppression and re-
volt, uttering lies our hearts have conceived. 14 So justice is driven back, and right-
eousness stands at a distance; truth has stumbled in the streets, honesty cannot 
enter. 15 Truth is nowhere to be found, and whoever shuns evil becomes a prey. The 
LORD looked and was displeased that there was no justice.  
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16 He saw that there was no one, he was appalled that there was no one to in-
tervene; so his own arm worked salvation for him, and his own righteousness sus-
tained him. 17 He put on righteousness as his breastplate, and the helmet of salva-
tion on his head; he put on the garments of vengeance and wrapped himself in zeal 
as in a cloak. 18 According to what they have done, so will he repay wrath to his ene-
mies and retribution to his foes; he will repay the islands their due. 19 From the west, 
men will fear the name of the LORD, and from the rising of the sun, they will revere 
his glory. For he will come like a pent-up flood that the breath of the LORD drives 
along. 20 “The Redeemer will come to Zion, to those in Jacob who repent of their 
sins,” declares the LORD. 

We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal 
through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 21 God made 
him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteous-
ness of God.  

 6:1 As God’s fellow workers we urge you not to receive God’s grace in vain.  2 For 
he says, “In the time of my favor I heard you, and in the day of salvation I helped 
you.”I tell you, now is the time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation. 

(Printed on the next page or found in your red hymnals) 
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From then on, Pilate tried to set Jesus free, but the Jews kept shouting, “If 
you let this man go, you are no friend of Caesar. Anyone who claims to be a king 
opposes Caesar.”  

13 When Pilate heard this, he brought Jesus out and sat down on the judge’s 
seat at a place known as the Stone Pavement (which in Aramaic is Gabbatha). 14 

It was the day of Preparation of Passover Week, about the sixth hour. “Here is 
your king,” Pilate said to the Jews. 15 But they shouted, “Take him away! Take 
him away! Crucify him!” “Shall I crucify your king?” Pilate asked. “We have no 
king but Caesar,” the chief priests answered.  

16 Finally Pilate handed him over to them to be crucified. 

Thanks for visiting us today! We’d love to have a record of your visit!  
Any information you’d be willing to share would be greatly appreciated!  

 
 

Moved by God’s love in Christ, the people of Living Shepherd  
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks  

to him.  To those visiting, you are our guests.  
While your gifts are welcome, please  

do not feel obligated to give. 
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 We pray on behalf of this church as well as on behalf of  
God’s people throughout our nation and the world. 

P: Heavenly Father, you loved the world and gave your Son to liberate us from sin 
and death by his obedient death on the cross. 

C: We confess that without your love we are lost. 
 
P: Lord of the Church, we thank you for the treasure of the gospel. By your Spirit, 

keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith. 
C: Strengthen our determination to do what pleases you, no matter what the 

danger or the cost. 
 
P: Let us pray for those who carry a cross in the name of Christ and face ridicule 

and persecution for the sake of the kingdom: missionaries and chaplains, young 
people who stand up for what is right in the face of pressure to do what is 
wrong, and all who pay a high price for their faith and their values as Christians. 

C: By your Spirit, O Lord, grant them patience and endurance. 
 
P: Let us pray for those who carry heavy burdens in life: the sick and the chroni-

cally ill, the depressed and the lonely, those torn by conflict in personal rela-
tionships, those victimized by war and injustice, and all who face the terrors of 
life with a heavy heart. 

C: Grant them peace, O Lord, and in your mercy, be their guardian and friend, 
their comfort and hope. 

 
P: Let us pray for those who care for others: pastors and counselors; physicians 

and nurses; social workers and caring friends; all who feed the hungry, comfort 
the hurting, and stand beside the dying. 

C: Strengthen them in their work, O Lord, and do not let them become weary in 
doing good. 

 
P: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 
Silent prayer. 
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P: Help us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Keep us faithful even 
to the point of death, that we may receive the crown of life, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. 

 
 Father, we bring these prayers before you, confident that you will hear and an-

swer them.  For it was your only Son who taught us to pray: 
 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen. 

The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  
The Lord said, “So they will put my name on [them],  

and I will bless them” [Numbers 6:27]. 

 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

 
C: Amen 

 

(Printed on the next page or found in your red hymnals) 
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