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We’re so glad you joined us for worship today! 

-    Our restrooms are located in the basement through the door nearest the piano. 

-   We love having children in our worship service!  However, if your child becomes 
restless, for your convenience we have a children’s play area downstairs along 
with an audio and video feed of the service. 

-   You are our guest!  If there is something else we can help you with, please let an 
usher know! 

-   Finally, with the exception of a few hymns and the Psalm, you’ll find everything 
you need for worship printed in this service folder. Lord’s blessings on your wor-
ship! 

 
To begin the New Year here at Living Shepherd we’re starting a new worship series 

called “Ask me why...” Over the next 6 weeks we’ll take a look at a different 
church related “why” questions. This week, we’ll ask the question, why do 
churches/congregations exist in the first place? You’ll also notice each service 
folder includes a little devotional study to expand on the thoughts of the wor-
ship service during the week. Lord’s blessings on your worship this morning and 
Happy New Year! 

 

 
Lord Jesus, in humility You came to this earth, to bring life to us humans.  Use Your 

word to bring me life today.  Fill me with appreciation for Your goodness and 
Your grace as I see Your humility, winning life for me.  Bless my worship, O Sav-
ior!  Amen.  
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(printed on pages 18 and 19 in your service folder) 

God’s people long to gather together for strength from God and for mutual encouragement.  
This alternate beginning for worship may be used on any occasion  

to remind God’s people of the blessings of his Word. 

 
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
P: Oh, how I love your law! 
C: I meditate on it all day long. 
 
P: Your commands make me wiser than my enemies, 
C: for they are ever with me. 
 
P: I have more insight than all my teachers, 
C: for I meditate on your statutes. 
 
P: How sweet are your words to my taste, 
C: sweeter than honey to my mouth!              (Psalm 119:97-99,103) 
 
P: All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 

training in righteousness, 
C: so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.          

           (2 Timothy 3:16,17) 
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P: Yet so often we have despised God’s Word and failed to gladly hear and learn it. 
For this and all our sins, we bow before God and humbly ask his forgiveness. 

 
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil 
and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now 
and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Je-
sus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 
P: God gave his Word so “that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 

God, and that by believing you may have life in his name” (John 20:31). The 
Scriptures testify about Jesus, who lived a perfect life for you, died on the cross 
to pay for all your sins, and rose again to assure you of your salvation. There-
fore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins 
in the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit. 

 
C: Amen. 

 

 
P: God of all power and might, you are the giver of all that is good. Help us love 

you with all our heart, strengthen us in true faith, provide us with all we need, 
and keep us safe in your care; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 
C: Amen. 
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The LORD your God commands you this day to follow these decrees and laws; 
carefully observe them with all your heart and with all your soul. 17 You have de-
clared this day that the LORD is your God and that you will walk in his ways, that you 
will keep his decrees, commands and laws, and that you will obey him. 18 And the 
LORD has declared this day that you are his people, his treasured possession as he 
promised, and that you are to keep all his commands. 19 He has declared that he will 
set you in praise, fame and honor high above all the nations he has made and that 
you will be a people holy to the LORD your God, as he promised. 

 

“The time is coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will make a new covenant with 
the house of Israel and with the house of Judah. 32 It will not be like the covenant I 
made with their forefathers when I took them by the hand to lead them out of 
Egypt, because they broke my covenant, though I was a husband to them,” declares 
the LORD. 33 “This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after that 
time,” declares the LORD. “I will put my law in their minds and write it on their 
hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people. 34 No longer will a man teach 
his neighbor, or a man his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ because they will all 
know me, from the least of them to the greatest,” declares the LORD. “For I will for-
give their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.” 

 
(printed on page 119 in the front part of your red hymnal) 

 

When he was gone, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of Man glorified and God is glo-
rified in him. 32 If God is glorified in him, God will glorify the Son in himself, and will 
glorify him at once.  

33 “My children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and 
just as I told the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot come.  

34 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you 
must love one another. 35 By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you 
love one another.” 
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The Hymn of the Day is assigned to this day because of its rich  
content and connection to the day’s Gospel. 

 
 

(The children may come forward during verse 4 for the children’s devotion) 
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We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made.  For us 
and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy 
Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human.  For our sake he was cruci-
fied under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered death and was buried.  On the third day 
he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Fa-

ther and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glo-
rified, who has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian* 
and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 

 
*The original text here reads “catholic,” a word meaning “universal.” The Church consists of all believers in heaven 
and on earth, of every time in history. 

 
 

Moved by God’s love in Christ, the people of Living Shepherd  
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks  

to him.  To those visiting, you are our guests.  
While your gifts are welcome, please  

do not feel obligated to give. 

 

 
Thanks for visiting us today! We’d love to have a record of your visit!  

Any information you’d be willing to share would be greatly appreciated!  
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We pray on behalf of this church as well as on behalf of  
God’s people throughout our nation and the world. 

 
P: Eternal God and Father, we give you thanks for the blessings we share as mem-

bers of your holy Church, for your gracious Word and sacraments, for opportu-
nities to worship and to grow in faith and knowledge, for occasions to serve and 
be served, for fellowship with believers in our congregation and in our church 
body. 

 

C: Help us to rejoice in these blessings, dear Lord, and to use them faithfully. 
 

P: Jesus Christ, Lord of the Church, you give grace to your people by calling us to 
be your witnesses in the world. Open our eyes to see the great and noble mis-
sion that lies before us. In the hurting eyes of the lonely, in the pained eyes of 
the sick, and in the searching eyes of the lost, help us to see your face, O Jesus, 
and to serve others as we would serve you. 

 

C: Awaken us to the opportunities you give to proclaim your message of love. 
 

P: Holy Spirit, giver of life, through Word and sacrament bestow on us the wisdom 
and power we need to witness clearly and to act boldly. Help us to speak the 
truth in love, to give the reason for the hope we have, and to conduct ourselves 
with gentleness and respect. 

 

C: Set our hearts on fire as we work and witness for Christ. 
 

P: Hear us, Lord, as we pray for a family member, an acquaintance, a neighbor, or 
a friend who does not believe in you, or whose faith is weak or troubled. 

 

Silent prayer 
 

P: Bless the Church with men and women who are willing to proclaim your Word 
in places where we cannot go. Keep them and their loved ones in your care, 
and let nothing hinder their work. By the power of the gospel, restore their spir-
its each day, so that they do not lose heart as they serve us and others. 

 

C: Move us to support them with our sincere prayers and generous offerings. 
 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow 
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P: Wherever your Word is proclaimed, O Lord, grant it success. Let your kingdom 
come to us and others, so that we and many more might join the assembly of 
saints and angels to sing your praise forever. 

 

C: Savior of all, hear our prayer and help us in our mission. 
 

P: Father, we bring these prayers before you, confident that you will hear and an-
swer them.  For it was your only Son who taught us to pray: 

 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

The words of the Preface mark the beginning of the Sacrament section of the service  
and lift the worshipers’ hearts in praise. The opening sentences  

are among the oldest in the Christian liturgy. 

 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is good and right so to do. 
 

P: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 
thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord who lived among us as a human being and revealed his glory as your 
only Son, full of grace and truth. Therefore with all the saints on earth and hosts 
of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 
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Sanctus means “holy.” Used possibly as early as the second century, this canticle was in  
wide use among Christians in worship by the fourteenth century.   
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Jesus took bread and gave thanks. Matthew 26:26. 

 

P: Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for send-
ing your Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love through which 
he has ransomed us from sin, death, and the devil’s power. By his incarnation, he 
became one with us. By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will. By his innocent 
death, he overcame hell. By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven. Invited 
by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table with repen-
tant and joyful hearts. Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood, and pre-
serve us in the true faith until we feast with him and all his ransomed people in 
glory everlasting. 

 
C: Amen.  

As he speaks the Words of Institution, the minister both proclaims the words of Jesus to the  
congregation and sets apart the bread and wine for the Lord’s use.  

The sign of the cross reminds us of Christ's death. 

 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 
my † body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 
 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, Drink from it, all 

of you; this is my † blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for 
the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”   

 
 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
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Jesus is God’s Lamb [Agnus Dei], who was offered as a sacrifice for sin once for all. 
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The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately  
with Christ and with one another as Christians who are united around a common  
confession of faith. In light of our Lord’s clear warning concerning His Holy Supper 
in 1 Corinthians 11:27-29, we ask you take the opportunity to join us in studying  

what our God has to say concerning this Holy Supper prior to communing.   
If you wish to come forward at the direction of our usher and have not yet  

declared fellowship with us, you may do so and will receive a blessing. 
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The Nunc Dimittis [“Now dismiss”] is also known as the “Song of Simeon.”  
Through God’s Word and Sacrament, we have seen Jesus Christ, and like  

Simeon we find divine peace and comfort through faith in the Savior. 
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P: We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you 

have given us to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift you have 
fed our faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit help 
us to live as your holy people until that day when you will receive us as your 
guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 
C: Amen. 

 
The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  

The Lord said, “So they will put my name on [them],  
and I will bless them” [Numbers 6:27]. 

 
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 
C: Amen 

 

(printed on pages 16 and 17 in your service folder)
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Scripture taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®.  NIV®. 
Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. 

Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House.  All rights reserved. 
 

Order of Service—Gathering Rite On The Word Of God & Divine Service I 
© 2008 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 
All music printed with permission by  

OneLicense.net License Number A-721545 & CCLI License Number 11091589 
 

Artwork by Ian Welch — 2010 Graduate of Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary 
© 2012 Ian M. Welch. All Rights Reserved. paramentics.com 

 
Living Shepherd Logo by Rachel Westra — Westra Design 
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What follows is intended to expand on today’s worship service. Every member and 
friend of Living Shepherd will receive a copy of today’s sermon and service folder, even 
if they were unable to attend worship today. The hope is that we can start 2016 on the 
same note, together, even if we’re not all “together” in worship each Sunday.  

 
Take the time to work through the next few pages during the week. Maybe you’ll 

find a time to go through it with friends from Living Shepherd. Maybe you’ll do it with 
family. Maybe you’ll walk through it on your own. But do take a few moments during 
the week to spend some time digging deeper into God’s Word! 

 
One more thing—this study and this week’s sermon will be posted together on the 

Bytes of Bread portion of our website by Monday evening. A similar study will also be 
provided in the service folder for the duration of this series. I’m very open to sugges-
tions for changes/adaptations as this is new for me too! I do hope you find this helpful 
and would love your feedback to make it even more so. Blessings on your study this 
week! 

 
Pastor Z. 
 
P.S.—Many of the questions use “I.” As the writer and preacher of the sermon “I” 

didn’t know how else to do it :) 
 
 

 
I’ve heard it said that when people think of “church membership” they subcon-

sciously think of a country club membership. I pay my “dues” and then receive certain 
benefits. The Bible paints a slightly different picture. Instead of describing members of 
a club, we are members of one body—the body of Christ (see the second half of 1 Co-
rinthians 12) In what ways are these views of church membership different? (It might 
be helpful to make an “IS/IS NOT” list for each view and then compare the two) 
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Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together.        

35 One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this question: 36 “Teacher, 
which is the greatest commandment in the Law?”  

37 Jesus replied: “ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 And 
the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 All the Law and the Prophets 
hang on these two commandments.”  
 

 
You heard Jesus expand on the “Love your neighbor as yourself” command in our 

Gospel lesson from John 13 this morning when he said, “A new command I give you: 
Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.” Two questions in 
light of these two passages. (Try to think of specific examples that you could actually 
carry out!!) 

 
1. In what ways can you love your neighbor as yourself? 

 
 

2.  In what ways can you love one another as Jesus has loved you? 
 
 
 
If there was one main point that I hoped to get across in this week’s sermon it 

would be the Bible’s emphasis on relationships. That hopefully came across in two 
parts. One, our relationship with God that has been made “right” through Jesus act of 
atonement (At-One-Ment). Two, our relationships with each other that improve in light 
of Jesus’ act of atonement. Check out the summary of passages on the next page. As 
you do, ask yourself the following question. “In what ways could I carry this out as I 
serve in my role as a “member,” not just of Living Shepherd, but of the body of 
Christ?” (It might take a while, but what a cool thing to ask yourself this question after 
each passage!) 
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In what ways could I carry this out as I serve in my role as a  
“member,” not just of Living Shepherd, but of the body of Christ? 

 
love one another (John 13:35 - this command comes 16 times) 

be devoted to one another (Romans 12:10) 

honor one another above yourselves (Romans 12:10) 

live in harmony with one another (Romans 12:16) 

build up one another (Romans 14:19; 1 Thessalonians 5:11) 

be likeminded towards one another (Romans 15:5) 

accept one another (Romans 15:7) 

admonish one another (Romans 15:14; Colossians 3:16) 

care for one another (1 Corinthians 12:25) 

serve one another (Galatians 5:13) 

bear one another's burdens (Galatians 6:2) 

forgive one another (Ephesians 4:2, 32; Colossians 3:13) 

be patient with one another (Ephesians 4:2; Colossians 3:13) 

be kind and compassionate to one another (Ephesians 4:32) 

speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs (Ephesians 5:19) 

submit to one another (Ephesians 5:21, 1 Peter 5:5) 

bear with one another (Colossians 3:13) 

teach one another (Colossians 3:16) 

comfort one another (1 Thessalonians 4:18) 

encourage one another (Hebrews 3:13) 

stir up one another to love and good works (Hebrews 10:24) 

show hospitality to one another (1 Peter 4:9) 

employ the gifts that God has given us for the benefit of one another (1 Peter 4:10) 

pray for one another (James 5:16) 

confess our faults to one another (James 5:16) 

We are to do these things because we belong to one another (Romans 12:5; Ephesians 4:25). 

All these commands do not take into account the things we are told not to do to one another! 
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When we think of the church as an organization rather than as a community filled 
with relationships our values can become distorted. We can easily give lip service to 
biblical values, while in practice other values predominate. See if you can come up with 
two hypothetical situations in which this would prove true. 

 
 
 
Pastor Z. quoted some statistics researcher Dr. Thom Rainer collected in his book 

entitled The Unchurched Next Door. Did you find any of these statistics surprising? If 
so, which ones? 

 
 
 
Think about the work we’re currently doing at Living Shepherd. In what ways are 

we currently reaching out to the “unchurched?”  
 
 
 
As a community of Christians, what might we be able to do/try here at Living Shep-

herd to reach even more of our community’s “unchurched?” 



 

 

Pastor Pete Zaferos 
E-mail address:  pastorzaf@gmail.com 

www.LivingShepherd.com 
Pastor’s Phone: (307) 399-9288 

Call or Text Anytime!! 

We welcome everyone here today and thank you for joining us for our 
worship service!  We hope that you will join us again soon.    

 
 

Please check your mailbox for a copy of the January calendar and any 
other materials that have been recently distributed 

 
 

After worship, stick around and join us for a little food and fellowship! 
We’d love to have you! 

 
 

Next Sunday we’ll continue our “Ask Me Why…” series and will focus 
on Bible Study. After all, why do we study the Bible together? Join us! 


