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We’re so glad you joined us for worship today!   

-    Restrooms are located on your right and on your left immediately after you walk 
through the double doors next to the fire place. 

-   We love having children in our worship service! However, if your child becomes 
restless, the café (first door on the left past the restrooms) is a great place to 
regroup and grab a cup of coffee. 

-   You are our guest! If there is something else we can help you with, please let 
any one of us know! 

-   Finally, you’ll find everything you need for worship printed in this service folder. 
Lord’s blessings on your worship! 

The God who has no beginning and has no end — the God who created all things by 
simply speaking — the same God who knows all things and fills all places at all 
times (yes, that includes the entire universe) - was born! That’s the message of 
Christmas in a nutshell. It’s mindboggling. And yet it is such good news! “Today, 
in the town of David, a Savior has been born to you. He is Christ the Lord!” (Luke 
2:11) Merry Christmas!  

 

Lord, in love you gave me your perfect Word. Lead me to see the importance of your 
Word in my life. Through your Word, lead me to see my own imperfection, but 
also lead me to see your perfect love for me. Bless my time here this evening! In 
Jesus name I pray. Amen. 
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The name of the triune God and the sign of the cross  

remind worshipers of their baptisms. 

 
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
C: Amen. 

P:  Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking 
him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

 
C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. 
 For faithless worrying and selfish pride,  
 For sins of habit and sins of choice, 
 for the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,  
 You should cast me away from your presence forever. 
 O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus' sake. 

 
The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ gave to his church on earth:  

to forgive the sins of penitent sinners.”  For further information see John 20:21-23. 
Also see Luther’s Small Catechism, “The Use of the Keys and Confession.” 

 

P:  Glory to God in the highest! In love that astounds us, the eternal God sent his 
one and only Son to live among us, to obey as we could not, and to suffer what 
we deserved. In Christ there is indeed peace on earth. In him God extends his 
good will to all people. He was born to save us. Because of Christ and by his au-
thority, I say to you what God himself says: In Christ your sins are forgiven! 

 
C:  Glory to God in the highest! Amen. 
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P: In obedience to the command of our Lord and trusting in his promise, you have 

brought ____________ to be baptized. Jesus told us: “Let the little children come 
to me and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.” 
It is in baptism that God grants the new life of forgiveness, joy, and peace to little 
children. By the power of God’s Word, this gracious water of life washes away sin, 
delivers from death and the devil, and gives eternal salvation to all who believe. 

 
P: Receive the sign of the cross on the head and heart (+) to mark you as a re-

deemed child of Christ. 
 

The minister applies water to the person presented for baptism as he says: 
 

 ______________, I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit.  

 
 The Almighty God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—has forgiven all your sins. By 

your baptism, you are born again and made a dear child of your Father in heaven. 
May God strengthen you to live in your baptismal grace all the days of your life. 
Peace be with you. 

 
The congregation is asked to stand 
 

P: Brothers and sisters in Christ: Our Lord commands that we teach his precious 
truths to all who are baptized. Christian love therefore urges all of us, especially 
parents and sponsors, to assist in whatever manner possible so that __________ 
may remain a child of God until death.  If you are willing to carry out this respon-
sibility then answer: Yes, as God gives me strength. 

 
C: Yes, as God gives me strength. 
 
The minister prays on behalf of those who are baptized: both today and in the past! 
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P: Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true 
light. Grant that as we have known on earth the wonder of that light, we may 
also behold him in all his glory in the life to come; through your only Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

 
C: Amen. 

 
 

 

How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news, 
who proclaim peace, who bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to 
Zion, “Your God reigns!” 8 Listen! Your watchmen lift up their voices; together they 
shout for joy. When the Lord returns to Zion, they will see it with their own eyes.  

9 Burst into songs of joy together, you ruins of Jerusalem, for the Lord has com-
forted his people, he has redeemed Jerusalem. 10 The Lord will lay bare his holy arm 
in the sight of all the nations, and all the ends of the earth will see the salvation of 
our God. 
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In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of 
the entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius 
was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to his own town to register.  

4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 
Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 
5 He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and 
was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for the baby to be 
born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and 
placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.  

8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over 
their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, 
“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 
11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.   
12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a 
manger.”  

13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, 
praising God and saying,  

14“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor 
rests.”  

15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to 
one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which 
the Lord has told us about.”  

16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying 
in the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what 
had been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what 
the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and pon-
dered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for 
all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told. 
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(The children may come forward during verse 3 for the children’s devotion) 
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In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning.  

3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that 
has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 5 The light 
shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.  

6 There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. 7 He came 
as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all men might 
believe. 8 He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light.      
9 The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world. 

10 He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the 
world did not recognize him. 11 He came to that which was his own, but his own 
did not receive him. 12 Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his 
name, he gave the right to become children of God— 13 children born not of nat-
ural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.  

14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen 
his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace 
and truth. 
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 Thanks for visiting us today! We’d love to have a record of your visit!  
Any information you’d be willing to share would be greatly appreciated!  

 
 

Moved by God’s love in Christ, the people of Living Shepherd  
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to  
him.  To those visiting, you are our guests. While your  

gifts are welcome, please  do not feel obligated to give. 
You can also support our ministry by clicking the  

“give” button at www.LivingShepherd.com 

P: Oh gracious and almighty Father, we praise you that you kept your ancient 
promises by sending your everlasting Son in human flesh. 

 
C:   On this holy night, receive our thanks and devotion, our songs and prayers. 
 
P: You sent Jesus as a lowly child to demonstrate your concern for all, the weak 

and lonely, the troubled and frightened, the timid and helpless. No one is over-
looked by your ever-seeking eyes. No one is excluded from your upholding 
arms. No one is denied the comfort and help of your outstretched hand. 

 
C: Bless us with a childlike faith in the divine assurance that you love and care 

for us always. 
 
P: You sent Jesus as the Savior of the world to deliver all from the curse of sin, the 

power of death, and the torment of hell. He took our place. He was born under 
the law to set us free. He became the innocent lamb of sacrifice. He came to die 
and rise again in order that we might live eternally. Firmly implant this good 
news in our hearts, and fill us with an eager desire to spread the Word concern-
ing what we have heard tonight. 

 
C: May all who hear the message, in every nation under heaven, be amazed and 

believe what is told them about the child. 
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P: You sent Jesus as the Light of the world to drive out all darkness that would rob 
us of the full life that you intend for us. May the “joy that will be for all people” 
be our joy. May the “peace on earth to all on whom his favor rests” be our 
peace. May the treasure that Mary pondered in her heart be our treasure. 

 
C: For today in the town of David, a Savior has been born to us. He is Christ, the 

Lord.  Amen. 
 
P: Hear us now, O Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 
Silent prayer 
 
P: Father, we bring these prayers before you this Christmas and always, confident 

that you will hear and answer them.  For it was your only Son who taught us to 
pray: 

 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen. 

 
At this time, the ushers will distribute the candles for the  

candlelight portion of our service.  Please do not tip lit  
candles to avoid spilling wax.  Please tip only  

unlit candles to receive the flame.   
Thanks! 
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P: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. 
C: In Him was life, and that life was the light of men.   
  
P: Jesus is the Light of the World! 
C: He is light; in Him there is no darkness at all. 
  
P: As we walk in the light we have fellowship with one another, and fellowship 

with Jesus, our King! 
C: The blood of Jesus has purified us from all sin. 
  
P: Once we were darkness, but now we are light in the Lord! 
C: We will walk as children of Light! 

 

 
P: O Holy Spirit, as the light of these candles drives away the darkness, so use the 

good news that Jesus has come to drive sin and doubt out of our hearts. Rule in 
us with Your grace and Your goodness, that we might be Your grateful servants 
all through this life, until that day when we join the angel hosts in singing eter-
nal praises to our King. In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 

 
  

  
P:    The Lord bless you and keep you! 
 The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you!                                                                

The Lord look upon you with favor, and give you peace! 
 
 C: Amen 
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We’re so glad you were able to join us to worship our newborn Savior! 
We hope you enjoyed your time with us and we hope you’ll join us again 
soon! 

Plan on a voters meeting after worship next Sunday, December 31st, to dis-
cuss the building project.  

Pastor Pete Zaferos 
E-mail address:  pastorzaf@gmail.com 

www.LivingShepherd.com 
Pastor’s Phone: (307) 399-9288 

Call or Text Anytime!! 


