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We’re so glad you joined us for worship today!   

-    Restrooms are located on your right and on your left immediately after you walk 
through the double doors next to the fire place. 

-   We love having children in our worship service! However, if your child becomes 
restless, the café (first door on the left past the restrooms) is a great place to 
regroup and grab a cup of coffee. 

-   You are our guest! If there is something else we can help you with, please let 
any one of us know! 

-   Finally, you’ll find everything you need for worship printed in this service folder. 
Lord’s blessings on your worship! 

There are quite a few common misconceptions about the magi who came in search 
of the one who had been born king of the Jews. Art, like that found in today’s 
worship folder, often depicts 3 magi. There may have been 3, but that’s simply 
an assumption based on the 3 gifts of gold, incense and myrrh. How many magi 
were there? We simply don’t know! What was this star guiding them—even all 
the way to the house!? We don’t know. How long after Jesus’ birth did they 
arrive? We’re not told. And yet, while questions like these can easily consume 
us, only one question matters. Is this Jesus, your Lord and King? Yes. Yes he is!

 

Lord Jesus, in humility You came to this earth, to bring life to us humans.  Use Your 
word to bring me life today. Fill me with appreciation for Your goodness and 
Your grace as I see Your humility, winning life for me.  Bless my worship, O 
Savior!  Amen.  
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The name of the triune God and the sign of the cross  

remind worshipers of their baptisms. 
 

Please Stand 
 
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
C: Amen. 

 

 
P:   You who bring good tidings to Zion, go up on a high mountain. You who bring 

good tidings to Jerusalem, lift up your voice with a shout, 
 
C:   Lift it up, do not be afraid; say to the towns of Judah, "Here is your God!" 
 
P:   For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his 

shoulders. 
 
C:   And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 

Prince of Peace. 
 
P: O come!  Let us worship the newborn Savior! 
 
C: Let us shout aloud to the Rock of Our Salvation!   
 
P: When the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a 

woman, born under law, to redeem us, who are under the law. 

C:  He came because I am by nature sinful.  I have disobeyed God in my thoughts, 
words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good.  
Even my righteous acts - the good deeds I do - are filthy rags in the sight of 
God.  Surely I deserve God's judgment.  Have mercy on me Lord - I am a sinful 
human being. 
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P: "I bring you good news of great joy!  To you is born a Savior, who is Christ the 

Lord!"  The true God became a human being.  The perfect life which you and I 
could not lead - Jesus lived it perfectly in your place.  The death which you and I 
deserved - Jesus went to the cross in your place.  Peace!  God's favor rests upon 
you because Jesus - your God - became your brother. 

 
P: Who is a God like you, who pardons sin and forgives transgressions? 
 
C:   You do not stay angry forever but delight to show mercy. 
 
P:  I see him, but not now;  
 
C:   I behold him, but not near. 
 
P: A star will come out of Jacob;  
 
C:  A scepter will rise out of Israel.  
 
P: After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod,   

Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, 
 
C: "Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star in the 

east and have come to worship him." 
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Christians praise God by proclaiming the great things he has done 
to accomplish our rescue from sin. “Glory to God in the Highest” 

has been a Christian song of worship since the fourth century 
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P: Lord God, by the leading of a star You once made known to the nations Your 

one and only Son.  Guide us, also, who know Him now by faith, to come at last 
to the perfect joy of Your heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 
C: Amen. 

 
Please Be Seated 

 

 

“Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord rises upon 
you. 2 See, darkness covers the earth and thick darkness is over the peoples, but 
the Lord rises upon you and his glory appears over you. 3 Nations will come to 
your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 4 “Lift up your eyes and 
look about you: All assemble and come to you; your sons come from afar, and 
your daughters are carried on the arm. 5 Then you will look and be radiant, your 
heart will throb and swell with joy; the wealth on the seas will be brought to 
you, to you the riches of the nations will come. 6 Herds of camels will cover your 
land, young camels of Midian and Ephah. And all from Sheba will come, bear-
ing gold and incense and proclaiming the praise of the Lord. 

 
 
 
 
 

 printed on the next page
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 2 Surely you have heard about the administration of God’s grace that was given 
to me for you, 3 that is, the mystery made known to me by revelation, as I have al-
ready written briefly. 4 In reading this, then, you will be able to understand my in-
sight into the mystery of Christ, 5 which was not made known to men in other gen-
erations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to God’s holy apostles and proph-
ets. 6 This mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with 
Israel, members together of one body, and sharers together in the promise in 
Christ Jesus.  

7 I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God’s grace given me through 
the working of his power. 8 Although I am less than the least of all God’s people, 
this grace was given me: to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of 
Christ, 9 and to make plain to everyone the administration of this mystery, which 
for ages past was kept hidden in God, who created all things. 10 His intent was that 
now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made known to 
the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms, 11 according to his eternal pur-
pose which he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord. 12 In him and through faith in 
him we may approach God with freedom and confidence.  
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(The children may come forward during verse 3 for the children’s devotion) 
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After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, 
Magi from the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the one who has 
been born king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east and have come to wor-
ship him.” 3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem 
with him. 4 When he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teach-
ers of the law, he asked them where the Christ was to be born. 5 “In Bethlehem 
in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written:        

6“ ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among 
the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will be the shepherd of 
my people Israel.’”  

7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact 
time the star had appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and 
make a careful search for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so 
that I too may go and worship him.” 9 After they had heard the king, they went 
on their way, and the star they had seen in the east went ahead of them until it 
stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they 
were overjoyed. 11 On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother 
Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treas-
ures and presented him with gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh. 12 And 
having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their 
country by another route.  
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We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made.  For us 
and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spir-
it and the virgin Mary, and became fully human.  For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose 
again in accordance with the Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is seated 
at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and 
the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Fa-

ther and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glo-
rified, who has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian* 
and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
*The original text here reads “catholic,” a word meaning “universal.” The Church consists of all believers in heaven 
and on earth, of every time in history. 

Thanks for visiting us today! We’d love to have a record of your visit!  
Any information you’d be willing to share would be greatly appreciated!  

 
 

Moved by God’s love in Christ, the people of Living Shepherd  
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to  
him.  To those visiting, you are our guests. While your  

gifts are welcome, please  do not feel obligated to give. 
You can also support our ministry by clicking the  

“give” button at www.LivingShepherd.com 
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We pray on behalf of this church as well as on behalf of  

God’s people throughout our nation and the world. 

 
P: Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God and Mary’s son, in the fullness of time you came into 

our world to save us from sin and death: 
 
C:  You ushered in the day of grace so long foretold. 
 
P: Beloved Son of the Father, revered by the Magi, baptized by John, you came 

preaching and teaching, healing and comforting, forgiving and encouraging: 
 
C: You brought the light of life to those walking in darkness, and the joy of salvation 

to those doomed to death. 
 
P: Prince of peace, shine like a beacon for us and the people of our world. Let the 

good news of salvation be heard in the remotest corners of the earth. Open our 
own lips to speak your name to those around us who still live without faith or hope: 

 
C:  Arouse us and our missionaries to flood the world with the light of your gospel. 
 
P: Lord of the Church, let your peace rule our hearts that we may use our gifts to serve 

you and each other in willing gratitude and joy. Watch over our loved ones near 
and far, that they may remember your love and rejoice in your salvation. Strength-
en the faith of the sick and the disheartened. Give hope to those in despair and 
comfort those who mourn: 

 
C:  Be gracious to all and lead us to reflect your love in everything we say and do. 
 
P: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 
Silent prayer (Special prayers and intercessions may follow) 
 
P: Finally, bring us and all your believers to the heavenly home where we will stand in 

the full light of your glory and with all your saints and angels sing the everlasting 
song of triumph. 
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P: Gracious Father, we pray boldly as Jesus taught, with the confidence that you 

will hear us and with the faith that you will respond for our welfare. For it was 
your only Son who taught us to pray: 

 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

The words of the Preface mark the beginning of the Sacrament section of the service 
and lift the worshipers’ hearts in praise. The opening sentences  

are among the oldest in the Christian liturgy. 
 

P: The Lord be with you. 
 
C:   

 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
 
C:   

 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 
C:   

 
P: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 

thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, who lived among us as a human being and revealed his glory as your 
only Son, full of grace and truth. Therefore with all the saints on earth and hosts 
of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 
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Sanctus means “holy.” Used possibly as early as the second century, this canticle  

was in wide use among Christians in worship by the fourteenth century.       
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As he speaks the Words of Institution, the minister both proclaims the words of Jesus 

to the congregation and sets apart the bread and wine for the Lord’s use.  
The sign of the cross reminds us of Christ's death. 

 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he 

had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; 
this is my (+) body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 
 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, 

all of you; this is my (+) blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you 
for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of 
me.”   

 
 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: 
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Jesus is God’s Lamb [Agnus Dei], who was offered as a sacrifice for sin once for all. 

The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately  
with Christ and with one another as Christians who are united around a common  
confession of faith. In light of our Lord’s clear warning concerning His Holy Supper 
in 1 Corinthians 11:27-29, we ask you take the opportunity to join us in studying  

what our God has to say concerning this Holy Supper prior to communing.   
If you wish to come forward at the direction of our usher and have not yet  

declared fellowship with us, you may do so and will receive a blessing. 
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The Nunc Dimittis [“Now dismiss”] is also known as the “Song of Simeon.”  
Through God’s Word and Sacrament, we have seen Jesus Christ, and like  

Simeon we find divine peace and comfort through faith in the Savior. 



20 

 
 

P: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good 
 
C:  
 
 
P: O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent your 

Son to share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us 
pardon and peace in this sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us 
but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve 
you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  
C:  



21 

 
The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  

The Lord said, “So they will put my name on [them],  
and I will bless them” [Numbers 6:27]. 

 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

 
C: 

 (printed on the next page)  
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We welcome everyone here today and thank you for joining us for worship!  
We hope that you will join us again soon.  

 

We hope you can stick around after worship to join us for some treats from 
Sweets Bakery and some freshly brewed coffee! 

 

A new Bible study called Idols We Never Knew We Had will begin on Sunday 
January 20th at 9 AM. Plan to join us!

Thanks to those who helped set up for worship today! Next week, the Rap, 
Hetcher, and Jenkins families are on for set up. Set up starts at 8:30 AM. 

Pastor Pete Zaferos 
E-mail address:  pastorzaf@gmail.com 

www.LivingShepherd.com 
Pastor’s Phone: (307) 399-9288 

Call or Text Anytime!! 


