
The First Sunday In Lent 
Living Shepherd Lutheran Church 

365 W. Grand Ave Laramie, WY 
February 18, 2018  



2 

 

We’re so glad you joined us for worship today!   

-    Restrooms are located on your right and on your left immediately after you walk 
through the double doors next to the fire place. 

-   We love having children in our worship service! However, if your child becomes 
restless, the café (first door on the left past the restrooms) is a great place to 
regroup and grab a cup of coffee. 

-   You are our guest! If there is something else we can help you with, please let 
any one of us know! 

-   Finally, you’ll find everything you need for worship printed in this service folder. 
Lord’s blessings on your worship! 

It has been said that the first two psalms set the stage for all the other psalms by 
summarizing the content of the entire 150 Psalm book. The first Psalm focuses 
on how we live as believers. The second Psalm is a Messianic Psalm pointing 
ahead to Christ. The third Psalm could be categorized as an introduction to an-
other type of psalm, an imprecatory psalm where the psalmist calls on God for 
the destruction of his enemies. This morning, as we see our God go toe to toe 
with Satan, we are reminded that Salvation belongs to the Lord! 

 
Lord Jesus, in humility You came to this earth, to bring life to us humans. Use Your 

word to bring me life today. Fill me with appreciation for Your goodness and 
Your grace as I see Your humility, winning life for me. Bless my worship, O Sav-
ior! Amen.  



3 

 



4 

 
The name of the triune God and the sign of the cross  

remind worshipers of their baptisms. 
 

 
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
C: Amen. 

 

 
P: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking 

him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 
 
C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.  

For faithless worrying and selfish pride,  
For sins of habit and sins of choice, 
For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,  
You should cast me away from your presence forever.  
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.  

The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ gave to his church on earth: to  
forgive the sins of penitent sinners.”  For further information see: John 20:21-23.  

Also see Luther’s Small Catechism, “The Use of the Keys and Confession.”  

 
P: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God 

made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of 
Christ through his called servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son (+) and  of the Holy Spirit.  

 
C: Amen. 
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P: Lord our strength, the battle of good and evil rages within and around us, and 

our ancient foe tempts us with his deceits and empty promises. Keep us stead-
fast in your Word, and when we fall, raise us up again and restore us through 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spir-
it, one God, now and forever.  

 
C: Amen. 

 

 

Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” “Here I am,” 
he replied. 2 Then God said, “Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you love, 
and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on one of the 
mountains I will tell you about.”  

3 Early the next morning Abraham got up and saddled his donkey. He took with 
him two of his servants and his son Isaac. When he had cut enough wood for the 
burnt offering, he set out for the place God had told him about. 4 On the third day 
Abraham looked up and saw the place in the distance. 5 He said to his servants, 
“Stay here with the donkey while I and the boy go over there. We will worship and 
then we will come back to you.”  

6 Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son Isaac, 
and he himself carried the fire and the knife. As the two of them went on together, 7 

Isaac spoke up and said to his father Abraham, “Father?”  
“Yes, my son?” Abraham replied. “The fire and wood are here,” Isaac said, “but 

where is the lamb for the burnt offering?” 8 Abraham answered, “God himself will 
provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.” And the two of them went on to-
gether.  

9 When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar 
there and arranged the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the al-
tar, on top of the wood. 10 Then he reached out his hand and took the knife to slay 
his son. 11 But the angel of the Lord called out to him from heaven, “Abraham! 
Abraham!” “Here I am,” he replied.  
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12 “Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he said. “Do not do anything to him. Now I 
know that you fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your on-
ly son.”  

13 Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. 
He went over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his 
son. 14 So Abraham called that place The Lord Will Provide. And to this day it is said, 
“On the mountain of the Lord it will be provided.”  

15 The angel of the Lord called to Abraham from heaven a second time 16 and 
said, “I swear by myself, declares the Lord, that because you have done this and 
have not withheld your son, your only son, 17 I will surely bless you and make your 
descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as the sand on the seashore. 
Your descendants will take possession of the cities of their enemies, 18 and through 
your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed me.” 

 
(printed on the next page) 
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We will speak the Psalm responsively, the pastor speaking the first line and the congregation 
responding with the indented line. All join in the Glory Be to the Father. 
 
 
A psalm of David. When he fled from Absalom, his son. 

 
1O LORD, how my foes are multiplying! 
 Many are rising up against me! 
2Many are saying about my life, 
 “There is no salvation for him in God.” Interlude 
 
3But you, O LORD, are a shield for me. 
 You are my glory and the one who lifts up my head. 
4With a loud voice I cry out to the LORD, 
 and he answers me from his holy mountain. Interlude 
 
5I lie down, and I sleep. 
 I awake, because the LORD sustains me. 
6I will not be afraid of the thousands of people 
 who line up against me on all sides. 
 
7Rise up, O LORD! Save me, my God! 
 Yes, you will strike all my enemies on the jaw. 
 The teeth of the wicked you will break. 
8Salvation belongs to the LORD. 
 Your blessing rests on your people. Interlude 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

* The Evangelical Heritage Version (EHV) is a product of the Wartburg Project, a Bible translation worked on by 
pastors of the WELS and ELS. To find out more information please visit their website at 
www.wartburgproject.org. The copyright to The Evangelical Heritage Version™ (EHVTM) of the Bible is held by 
The Wartburg Project. © 2017. All rights reserved worldwide. 
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 At once the Spirit sent him out into the desert, 13 and he was in the desert forty 
days, being tempted by Satan. He was with the wild animals, and angels attended 
him.  

14 After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good 
news of God. 15 “The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God is near. Repent 
and believe the good news!” 
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(The children may come forward during verse 3 for the children’s devotion) 
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A psalm of David. When he fled from Absalom, his son. 
 

1O LORD, how my foes are multiplying! 
 Many are rising up against me! 
2Many are saying about my life, 
 “There is no salvation for him in God.” Interlude 
 
3But you, O LORD, are a shield for me. 
 You are my glory and the one who lifts up my head. 
4With a loud voice I cry out to the LORD, 
 and he answers me from his holy mountain. Interlude 
 
5I lie down, and I sleep. 
 I awake, because the LORD sustains me. 
6I will not be afraid of the thousands of people 
 who line up against me on all sides. 
 
7Rise up, O LORD! Save me, my God! 
 Yes, you will strike all my enemies on the jaw. 
 The teeth of the wicked you will break. 
8Salvation belongs to the LORD. 
 Your blessing rests on your people. Interlude 
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We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made.  For us 
and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spir-
it and the virgin Mary, and became fully human.  For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose 
again in accordance with the Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is seated 
at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and 
the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Fa-

ther and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glo-
rified, who has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian* 
and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
*The original text here reads “catholic,” a word meaning “universal.” The Church consists of all believers in heaven 
and on earth, of every time in history. 

Thanks for visiting us today! We’d love to have a record of your visit!  
Any information you’d be willing to share would be greatly appreciated!  

 
 

Moved by God’s love in Christ, the people of Living Shepherd  
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to  
him.  To those visiting, you are our guests. While your  

gifts are welcome, please  do not feel obligated to give. 
You can also support our ministry by clicking the  

“give” button at www.LivingShepherd.com 
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We pray on behalf of this church as well as on behalf of  

God’s people throughout our nation and the world. 

 
P: Heavenly Father, you loved the world and gave your Son to liberate us from sin 

and death by his obedient death on the cross. 
C: We confess that without your love we are lost. 
 
P: Lord of the Church, we thank you for the treasure of the gospel. By your Spirit, 

keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith. 
C: Strengthen our determination to do what pleases you, no matter what the 

danger or the cost. 
 
P: Let us pray for those who carry a cross in the name of Christ and face ridicule 

and persecution for the sake of the kingdom: missionaries and chaplains, young 
people who stand up for what is right in the face of pressure to do what is 
wrong, and all who pay a high price for their faith and their values as Christians. 

C: By your Spirit, O Lord, grant them patience and endurance. 
 
P: Let us pray for those who carry heavy burdens in life: the sick and the chronical-

ly ill, the depressed and the lonely, those torn by conflict in personal relation-
ships, those victimized by war and injustice, and all who face the terrors of life 
with a heavy heart. 

C: Grant them peace, O Lord, and in your mercy, be their guardian and friend, 
their comfort and hope. 

 
P: Let us pray for those who care for others: pastors and counselors; physicians 

and nurses; social workers and caring friends; all who feed the hungry, comfort 
the hurting, and stand beside the dying. 

C: Strengthen them in their work, O Lord, and do not let them become weary in 
doing good. 

 
P: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 
Silent prayer. 
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P: Help us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Keep us faithful even 

to the point of death, that we may receive the crown of life, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. 

 
C: Amen. 

The words of the Preface mark the beginning of the Sacrament section of the service  
and lift the worshipers’ hearts in praise. The opening sentences  

are among the oldest in the Christian liturgy. 

 
P: The Lord be with you. 
 
C: And also with you. 
 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
 
C: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 
C: It is good and right so to do. 
 
P: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 

thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who willingly died under the curse of this world’s sin so that 
we may live forever in the light of God’s blessings. Therefore with all the 
saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their 
glorious song: 
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Sanctus means “holy.” Used possibly as early as the second century, this canticle  

was in wide use among Christians in worship by the fourteenth century.       
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P: Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for 
sending your Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love 
through which he has ransomed us from sin, death, and the devil’s power. 

 
  By his incarnation, he became one with us. 
  By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will. 
  By his innocent death, he overcame hell. 
  By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven. 

 
 Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table 

with repentant and joyful hearts. Strengthen us through Christ’s body and 
blood, and preserve us in the true faith until we feast with him and all his 
ransomed people in glory everlasting. 

 
C: Amen. 

Matthew 6:9-13 

 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us. 
 Lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
  and the glory, forever and ever.   
  Amen. 
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As he speaks the Words of Institution, the minister both proclaims the words of  
Jesus to the congregation and sets apart the bread and wine for the Lord’s use.  

The sign of the cross reminds us of Christ's death. 

 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 
my (+) body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 
P: Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying,  “Drink from it, all 

of you; this is my (+) blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for 
the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”   

 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 
C: Amen. 
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Jesus is God’s Lamb [Agnus Dei], who was offered as a sacrifice for sin once for all. 
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 The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately  
with Christ and with one another as Christians who are united around a common  
confession of faith. In light of our Lord’s clear warning concerning His Holy Supper 
in 1 Corinthians 11:27-29, we ask you take the opportunity to join us in studying  

what our God has to say concerning this Holy Supper prior to communing.   
If you wish to come forward at the direction of our usher and have not yet  

declared fellowship with us, you may do so and will receive a blessing.
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The Nunc Dimittis [“Now dismiss”] is also known as the “Song of Simeon.”  
Through God’s Word and Sacrament, we have seen Jesus Christ, and like  

Simeon we find divine peace and comfort through faith in the Savior. 

P: We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you 
have given us to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift you have 
fed our faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit 
help us to live as your holy people until that day when you will receive us as 
your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
C: Amen. 
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The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  
The Lord said, “So they will put my name on [them],  

and I will bless them” [Numbers 6:27]. 

 
 
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 
C: Amen 

(printed on the next page in your worship folder) 
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Congregation 
Choir 
Choir 
Choir 
Choir 
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Scripture taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®.  NIV®. 
Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. 

Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House.  All rights reserved. 
 

All music printed with permission by  
OneLicense.net License Number A-721545 & CCLI License Number 11269453 

 
Artwork by Ian Welch — 2010 Graduate of Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary 

© 2014 Ian M. Welch. All Rights Reserved. paramentics.com 
 

Living Shepherd Logo by Rachel Westra — Westra Design 



We welcome everyone here today and thank you for joining us for our 
worship service!  We hope that you will join us again soon.  

 

We have set a schedule for Lent worship. You’ll find that schedule below 
as well as on the website “Events” calendar. 

 
Wednesday February 21st   6:30 PM - Lent Worship 

Wednesday February 28th  No Worship 

Wednesday March 7th   6:30 PM - Lent Worship 

Wednesday March 14th   No Worship 

Wednesday March 21st   6:30 PM - Lent Worship 

Thursday March 29th    6:30 PM - Maundy Thursday Worship 

Friday March 30th   6:30 PM - Good Friday Worship  

Pastor Pete Zaferos 
E-mail address:  pastorzaf@gmail.com 

www.LivingShepherd.com 
Pastor’s Phone: (307) 399-9288 

Call or Text Anytime!! 


