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We’re so glad you joined us for worship today!   

-    Restrooms are located on your right and on your left immediately after you walk 
through the double doors next to the fire place. 

-   We love having children in our worship service! However, if your child becomes 
restless, the café (first door on the left past the restrooms) is a great place to 
regroup and grab a cup of coffee. 

-   You are our guest! If there is something else we can help you with, please let 
any one of us know! 

-   Finally, you’ll find everything you need for worship printed in this service folder. 
Lord’s blessings on your worship! 

Can you remember the gist of John the Baptist’s message? It usually went some-
thing like this, “REPENT FOR THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS NEAR!” It’s a harsh 
message isn’t it? It assumes that we have something to repent of. And, unfortu-
nately, that assumption is correct.  Today we’ll see our God’s love in a unique 
way. We’ll see his love for us in the simple fact that he prepares us for Christmas 
with John’s message of “REPENT!”  

 

 

Lord Jesus, in humility You came to this earth, to bring life to us humans. Use Your 
word to bring me life today. Fill me with appreciation for Your goodness and 
Your grace as I see Your humility, winning life for me. Bless my worship, O Sav-
ior!  Amen.  
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 The refrain printed below is sung twice then again  
following each phrase sung by the pastor

 

Please Stand 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
P: Oh give comfort, my people, and … 
 
 Oh prepare the way and … 
 
 Like a shepherd God feeds us, so … 
 
 For the day of the Lord will … 
 
 Oh make ready his way, and  … 
 
 He will baptize in Spirit and … 

 

The name of the triune God and the sign of the cross  
remind worshipers of their baptisms. 

 
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
C: Amen. 
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P: “Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall.” (Proverbs 16:18) 

God calls us to be humble; we struggle to do so.  We confess: 
 
C: Forgive me, Lord, for I have failed to be humble.  In pride I have questioned 

Your Word and Your will.  I deserve punishment.  Have mercy on me, O God!   

 
The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ gave to his church on earth:  

To forgive the sins of penitent sinners.”  For further information see: John 20:21-23  
Also see Luther’s Small Catechism, “The Use of the Keys and Confession.”  

 
P: God, our Heavenly Father has been merciful to us. Jesus laid aside His glory, 

making Himself “nothing,” going to the cross to pay for your sins. Because of 
Jesus, your sins are forgiven, you are at peace with God!  

 

C: Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good!      
 
P: We rejoice in the first coming of our Savior Jesus; we look forward to His com-

ing again.  With all believers we sing,  
 
(The refrain is sung twice by the congregation) 
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P:  Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only Son. By his coming 

give us strength in our conflicts and shed light on our path through the darkness 
of this world; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 
C: Amen. (spoken)  

 

 

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and 
proclaim to her that her hard service has been completed, that her sin has been 
paid for, that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins. 3 A voice 
of one calling: “In the desert prepare the way for the Lord; make straight in the wil-
derness a highway for our God. 

4 Every valley shall be raised up, every mountain and hill made low; the rough 
ground shall become level, the rugged places a plain. 5 And the glory of the Lord 
will be revealed, and all mankind together will see it. For the mouth of the Lord has 
spoken.” 6 A voice says, “Cry out.” And I said, “What shall I cry?” “All men are like 
grass, and all their glory is like the flowers of the field. 7 The grass withers and the 
flowers fall, because the breath of the Lord blows on them. Surely the people are 
grass. 8 The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God stands forev-
er.”  

9 You who bring good tidings to Zion, go up on a high mountain. You who bring 
good tidings to Jerusalem, lift up your voice with a shout, lift it up, do not be afraid; 
say to the towns of Judah, “Here is your God!” 10 See, the Sovereign Lord comes 
with power, and his arm rules for him. See, his reward is with him, and his recom-
pense accompanies him. 11 He tends his flock like a shepherd: He gathers the lambs 
in his arms and carries them close to his heart; he gently leads those that have 
young. 

(printed on the next page of your worship folder) 
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 But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thou-
sand years, and a thousand years are like a day. 9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his 
promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone 
to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.  

10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with 
a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will 
be laid bare. 

11 Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you 
to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives 12 as you look forward to the day of God 
and speed its coming. That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by 
fire, and the elements will melt in the heat. 13 But in keeping with his promise we are 
looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness.  

14 So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every effort 
to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with him. 

The Hymn of the Day is assigned to this day because of its rich  
content and connection to the day’s Gospel. 

 

(The children may come forward during verse 3 for the children’s devotion) 
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The beginning of the gospel about Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 2 It is written 
in Isaiah the prophet: “I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare 
your way”— 3 “a voice of one calling in the desert, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, 
make straight paths for him.’ ” 

4 And so John came, baptizing in the desert region and preaching a baptism 
of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 The whole Judean countryside and all 
the people of Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing their sins, they were bap-
tized by him in the Jordan River. 6 John wore clothing made of camel’s hair, with 
a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7 And this 
was his message: “After me will come one more powerful than I, the thongs of 
whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8 I baptize you with 
water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
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We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made.  For us 
and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spir-
it and the virgin Mary, and became fully human.  For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose 
again in accordance with the Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is seated 
at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and 
the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Fa-

ther and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glo-
rified, who has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian* 
and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
*The original text here reads “catholic,” a word meaning “universal.” The Church consists of all believers in heaven 
and on earth, of every time in history. 

Thanks for visiting us today! We’d love to have a record of your visit!  
Any information you’d be willing to share would be greatly appreciated!  

 
 

Moved by God’s love in Christ, the people of Living Shepherd  
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to  
him.  To those visiting, you are our guests. While your  

gifts are welcome, please  do not feel obligated to give. 
You can also support our ministry by clicking the  

“give” button at www.LivingShepherd.com 
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 We pray on behalf of this church as well as on behalf of  
God’s people throughout our nation and the world. 

 

P: Eternal Father, throughout the centuries you repeated and affirmed your 
promise to send the offspring of the woman to crush the serpent’s head. 
Through your prophets of old, you continually directed the eyes of your peo-
ple to the advent of their Savior. 

 
C: We praise you, O Lord, for keeping your promise and sending your Son to 

destroy the works of the devil. 
 
P: As we prepare to celebrate the birth of our King, use your mighty Word to 

shatter our pride and to rouse us from spiritual slumber and apathy. 
 
C: Move us to take to heart the words of John: “Repent, for the kingdom of 

heaven is near.” 
 
P: You sent your Son to redeem us from sin. Let this good news be our joy and 

strength. Use it to cheer the lonely, encourage the fearful, and give hope to 
the despairing. In these days before Christmas, spare us from the stress of 
deadlines and the frenzy of commercialism. 

 
C: Fill our lives with the message of your peace and the music of your grace. 
 
P: Direct our eyes not only to the manger but also to the skies, where we will 

see your Son coming again, not as a lowly child but as the Lord of lords. 
 
C: Lift up our hearts in joyful anticipation of that day. 
 
Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 
 
P: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 
Silent prayer. 
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P: Come quickly, Lord Jesus, in your grace, in your power, and in your glory. 
 
C: Come, Lord Jesus! Amen. 
 
P: Gracious Father, we pray boldly as your Son taught, with the confidence that 

you will hear us and with the faith that you will respond for our welfare. For it 
was your only Son who taught us to pray: 

 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

The words of the Preface mark the beginning of the Sacrament section of the service  
and lift the worshipers’ hearts in praise. The opening sentences  

are among the oldest in the Christian liturgy. 

 
P: The Lord be with you. 
 
C:   
 
 
 
P:  Lift up your hearts. 
 
C:   
 
 
 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 
C:   
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P: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 

thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord whose way John the Baptist prepared when he called people to re-
pentance and pointed to Jesus as the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of 
the world. Therefore with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise 
your holy name and join their glorious song: 

 
Continued on the next page 
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Sanctus means “holy.” Used possibly as early as the second century, this canticle  

was in wide use among Christians in worship by the fourteenth century.       
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As he speaks the Words of Institution, the minister both proclaims the words of  
Jesus to the congregation and sets apart the bread and wine for the Lord’s use.  

The sign of the cross reminds us of Christ's death. 

 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 
my (+) body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 
P: Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying,  “Drink from it, all 

of you; this is my (+) blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for 
the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”   

 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 
C:  
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Jesus is God’s Lamb [Agnus Dei], who was offered as a sacrifice for sin once for all. 

The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately  
with Christ and with one another as Christians who are united around a common  
confession of faith. In light of our Lord’s clear warning concerning His Holy Supper 
in 1 Corinthians 11:27-29, we ask you take the opportunity to join us in studying  

what our God has to say concerning this Holy Supper prior to communing.   
If you wish to come forward at the direction of our usher and have not yet  

declared fellowship with us, you may do so and will receive a blessing. 
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The Nunc Dimittis [“Now dismiss”] is also known as the “Song of Simeon.”  
Through God’s Word and Sacrament, we have seen Jesus Christ, and like  

Simeon we find divine peace and comfort through faith in the Savior. 
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P: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good 
 
C:  
 
 
P: We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you 

have given us to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift you have 
fed our faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit 
help us to live as your holy people until that day when you will receive us as 
your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 
C:  
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P: The Lord bless you and keep you and come...  

 
C: (sing refrain) 
 
P: Make his face shine upon you and come... 
 
C: (sing refrain) 
 
P: Cover you with His peace and come... 
 
C: (refrain will be sung twice) 

(printed on the next page of your service folder) 
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Scripture taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®.  NIV®. 
Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. 

Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House.  All rights reserved. 
 

Order of service is a combination of Christian Worship Supplement Divine Service II and  
© 2008 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  

 
Advent Gathering Song. Copyright © 1995 by GIA Publications Inc 

 
All music printed with permission by  

OneLicense.net License Number A-721545 & CCLI License Number 11269453 
 

Artwork by Ian Welch — 2010 Graduate of Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary 
 

Living Shepherd Logo by Rachel Westra — Westra Design 



We welcome everyone here today and thank you for joining us for worship!  
We hope that you will join us again soon.  

 

We hope you can stick around after worship to join us for some treats from 
Sweets Bakery and some freshly brewed coffee! 

 

Due to a meeting in Cheyenne, there will be no Bible Basics this Wednesday 
evening. We plan to have class next week at 6:30pm 

 

Christmas Eve worship will be at 10:30 AM on Sunday December 24th. 
There will be no evening service. 

Pastor Pete Zaferos 
E-mail address:  pastorzaf@gmail.com 

www.LivingShepherd.com 
Pastor’s Phone: (307) 399-9288 

Call or Text Anytime!! 


