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We’re so glad you joined us for worship today!   

-    Restrooms are located on your right and on your left immediately after you walk 
through the double doors next to the fire place. 

-   We love having children in our worship service! However, if your child becomes 
restless, the café (first door on the left past the restrooms) is a great place to go. 
You’ll even find a live audio and video feed! 

-   You are our guest! If there is something else we can help you with, please let 
any one of us know! 

-   Finally, you’ll find everything you need for worship printed in this service folder. 
Lord’s blessings on your worship! 

The effect of the Lutheran Reformation of the Church on the history of the world can 
hardly be overstated. In fact, when US News and World Report ranked the most 
important events of the last 1000 years, the Lutheran Reformation placed sec-
ond, right behind Gutenberg’s moveable type printing press. God used his wit-
ness and simple faithfulness to the Word to change the world. As heirs of the 
Reformation, may our witness be as faithful and the effects of our witness be as 
profound! 

 

 

Dear Lord, I thank you for giving me this opportunity today to gather together with 
fellow believers to join in worship and praise. May my worship and meditation 
this day be pleasing in Your sight and be deserving of Your honor. Amen. 
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 We speak this responsive commemoration of the Reformation to remember God’s preservation  
of his Word through history. It is certainly not an attempt to worship a man named  

Martin Luther.  Luther’s account of his “tower experience” prefaced the Latin  
edition of his works published in 1545.  The translation is from  

E.C. Schwiebert’s Luther and His Times, pages 285-286.  

 
P: The grace of our Lord † Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 
P: In the meantime in the same year (1519) I had begun again to lecture on the Psal-

ter, believing that with my classroom experience in lecturing on the Psalms and 
the Letters of Paul to the Romans, Galatians, and Hebrews, I was now better pre-
pared.   

C: The Lord has made his salvation known and revealed his righteousness to the 
nations.  He has remembered his love and his faithfulness to the house of Israel; 
all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.    
                               Psalm 98:2,3 

 
P: All the while I was absorbed with the passionate desire to get better acquainted 

with the author of Romans. Not that I did not succeed, as I had resolved, in pene-
trating more deeply into the subject in my investigation, but I stumbled over the 
words concerning “the righteousness of God revealed in the gospel.” For the con-
cept of God’s righteousness was repulsive to me, as I was accustomed to interpret 
it according to scholastic philosophy, namely as the “formal or active” righteous-
ness, in which God proves himself righteous in that he punishes the sinner as an 
unrighteous person. 

C:  In you, O Lord, I have taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; Turn your ear 
to me, come quickly to my rescue;  

                    Psalm 31:1,2 
 
P: After days and nights of wrestling with the problem, God finally took pity on me, 

so that I was able to comprehend the inner connection between the two expres-
sions, “the righteousness of God is revealed in the gospel” and “the just shall live 
by faith.” 

 



5 

 

C: But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known, to 
which the Law and the Prophets testify.  This righteousness from God comes 
through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe.   

Romans 3:21,22  
 
P: Then I began to comprehend the righteousness of God through which the right-

eous are saved by God’s grace, namely, through faith; that the righteousness of 
God which is revealed through the gospel was to be understood in a passive sense 
in which God through mercy justifies man by faith, as it is written, “The just shall 
live by faith.”  Now I felt exactly as though I had been born again, and I believed 
that I had entered Paradise through widely opened doors.   

C: God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become 
the righteousness of God.                        

                      2 Corinthians 5:21  
 
P: I then went through the Holy Scriptures as far as I could recall them from memory, 

and I found in other parts the same sense: the “work of God” is that which he 
works in us, the “strength of God” is that through which he makes us strong, the 
“wisdom of God” that through which he makes us wise, and so the “power of 
God,” the “blessing of God,” and the “honor of God.” are likewise to be interpret-
ed. 

C: It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom 
from God—that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption.  Therefore, as it 
is written: “Let him who boasts boast in the Lord.” 

1 Corinthians 1:30-31 
 
P: As violently as I had formerly hated the expression “the righteousness of God,” so 

I was now as violently compelled to embrace the new conception of grace and, 
thus, for me, the expression of the apostle really opened the gates of paradise. 

C: Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous Judge, will award to me on that day—and not only to me, but also to 
all who have longed for his appearing. 

2 Timothy 4:8 
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P: Let us pray.   
 
 Gracious Lord, our refuge and strength, pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful 

people.  Keep them steadfast in your Word, protect them in all temptations, de-
fend them against all their enemies, and bestow on the Church your saving 
peace; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 
C: Amen 
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“The time is coming,” declares the Lord, “when I will make a new covenant with 
the house of Israel and with the house of Judah. 32 It will not be like the covenant I 
made with their forefathers when I took them by the hand to lead them out of 
Egypt, because they broke my covenant, though I was a husband to them,” declares 
the Lord. 33 “This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after that 
time,” declares the Lord. “I will put my law in their minds and write it on their 
hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people. 34 No longer will a man teach 
his neighbor, or a man his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ because they will all 
know me, from the least of them to the greatest,” declares the Lord. “For I will for-
give their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.” 

(printed on page 14 in your service folder) 

 
Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the 

law, so that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world held accountable to 
God. 20 Therefore no one will be declared righteous in his sight by observing the law; 
rather, through the law we become conscious of sin.  

21 But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known, to 
which the Law and the Prophets testify. 22 This righteousness from God comes 
through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference, 23 for all have 
sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are justified freely by his grace 
through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 25 God presented him as a sacri-
fice of atonement, through faith in his blood. He did this to demonstrate his justice, 
because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished— 
26 he did it to demonstrate his justice at the present time, so as to be just and the 
one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus.  

27 Where, then, is boasting? It is excluded. On what principle? On that of observ-
ing the law? No, but on that of faith. 28 For we maintain that a man is justified by 
faith apart from observing the law. 
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To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, 

you are really my disciples. 32 Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set 
you free.”  

33 They answered him, “We are Abraham’s descendants and have never 
been slaves of anyone. How can you say that we shall be set free?”  

34 Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave to sin.         
35 Now a slave has no permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it for-
ever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. 
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P: Living in a world where people believe that the universe was formed through 

chance and accident, what do you believe?  
 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 
P:  Living in a world where people are confronted with the guilt and punishment of sin, 

what do you believe Jesus did for you? 
 
C: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the 
dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 
almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

P: Living in a world where people are without hope and certainty, what do you be-
lieve? 

  
C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 

Moved by God’s love in Christ, the people of Living Shepherd  
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks  

to him.  To those visiting, you are our guests.  
While your gifts are welcome, please  

do not feel obligated to give. 

 

Thanks for visiting us today! We’d love to have a record of your visit!  
Any information you’d be willing to share would be greatly appreciated!  
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 We pray on behalf of this church as well as on behalf of  
God’s people throughout our nation and the world. 

 

P: Almighty and eternal God, when the time had fully come, you sent your Son to take 
our place under the demands of the law and to endure the just punishment for our 
sins. For our sake you accepted his sacrifice on the cross and raised him from death 
to glorious splendor. 

 

C: Praise the Lord, my soul, and forget not all his benefits. 
 

P: When the time had fully come, you bestowed your Spirit on your people as a testi-
mony that you had called them to proclaim the gospel to every creature. Equipped 
and encouraged, they carried the Word of salvation into all the world. 

 

C: The Lord reigns. Let the earth be glad; let the distant shores rejoice. 
 

P: When the time had fully come, you raised up your servant Martin Luther to restore 
the pure and right teaching of the Scriptures to a troubled Church. You renewed 
your people with the light of your love, and your holy church grew and prospered 
throughout the world. 

 

C: God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. 
 

P: When the time had fully come, you made our forefathers bold to take their stand 
on the truth of your Word. You have blessed their sons and daughters and have 
enabled us to preserve and proclaim the saving gospel. 

 

C: Sing to the Lord, for he has done glorious things; let this be known to all 
the world. 

 

P: Let this be a time, O Lord, when you renew us again by Word and sacrament, when 
you reform our hearts and minds, and when you restore to us the joy of fellowship 
and service. Grant to us in this age and in this place the courage of the apostles, the 
steadfastness of the reformers, and the dedication of those who have gone before 
us. 

 

C: May the Lord our God be with us as he was with our fathers; may he never leave 
us nor forsake us. 



12 

 

P: May this be a time, O Lord, for confession and repentance. Forgive us for the apa-
thy that harms our faith and hinders our works. Forgive us for boasting of our past 
achievements and for blaming others for our present problems. Rid us of indiffer-
ence to public worship and Bible study. Destroy the distrust that plagues us, and 
shatter every thought and word that harms the unity of the Spirit and the bond of 
peace. 

 
C: Create in us pure hearts, O God, and renew steadfast spirits within us. 
 
P: Let this be a time, O Lord, when we recommit and reconsecrate ourselves to the 

ministry of the gospel. Let us find joy in our unity, zeal for our work, and success in 
our labor. 

 
C: May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face shine on us, that his 

ways may be known on earth, his salvation among all nations. 
 
P: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 
Silent Prayer 
 
P: Gracious Father, we pray boldly as Jesus taught, with the confidence that you will 

hear us and with the faith that you will respond for our welfare. For it was your on-
ly Son who taught us to pray: 

 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and for-
give us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
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 The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  
The Lord said, “So they will put my name on [them],  

and I will bless them” [Numbers 6:27]. 

 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

 
C: Amen 
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Scripture taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®.  NIV®. 
Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. 

Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House.  All rights reserved. 
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© 2008 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  

  
All music printed with permission by  
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In a July 8, 1530 letter to Lazarus Spengler, Luther interprets his seal: 
 

Grace and peace from the Lord. As you desire to know whether my painted seal, which you sent to me, 
has hit the mark, I shall answer most amiably and tell you my original thoughts and reason about why my 
seal is a symbol of my theology. The first should be a black cross in a heart, which retains its natural color, 
so that I myself would be reminded that faith in the Crucified saves us. "For one who believes from the 
heart will be justified" (Romans 10:10). Although it is indeed a black cross, which mortifies and which 
should also cause pain, it leaves the heart in its natural color. It does not corrupt nature, that is, it does not 
kill but keeps alive. "The just shall live by faith" (Romans 1:17) but by faith in the crucified. Such a heart 
should stand in the middle of a white rose, to show that faith gives joy, comfort, and peace. In other words, 
it places the believer into a white, joyous rose, for this faith does not give peace and joy like the world gives 
(John 14:27). That is why the rose should be white and not red, for white is the color of the spirits and the 
angels (cf. Matthew 28:3; John 20:12). Such a rose should stand in a sky-blue field, symbolizing that such 
joy in spirit and faith is a beginning of the heavenly future joy, which begins already, but is grasped in hope, 
not yet revealed. And around this field is a golden ring, symbolizing that such blessedness in Heaven lasts 
forever and has no end. Such blessedness is exquisite, beyond all joy and goods, just as gold is the most 
valuable, most precious and best metal. This is my compendium theologiae [summary of theology]. I have 
wanted to show it to you in good friendship, hoping for your appreciation. May Christ, our beloved Lord, be 
with your spirit until the life hereafter. Amen. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lazarus_Spengler
http://bibref.hebtools.com/?book=%20Romans&verse=10:10&src=KJV
http://bibref.hebtools.com/?book=%20Romans&verse=1:17&src=KJV
http://bibref.hebtools.com/?book=%20John&verse=14:27&src=KJV
http://bibref.hebtools.com/?book=%20Matthew&verse=28:3&src=KJV
http://bibref.hebtools.com/?book=%20John&verse=20:12&src=KJV


Pastor Pete Zaferos 
E-mail address:  pastorzaf@gmail.com 

www.LivingShepherd.com 
Pastor’s Phone: (307) 399-9288 

Call or Text Anytime!! 

We welcome everyone here today and thank you for joining us for 
Worship!  We hope that you will join us again soon.    

 

We hope you can stick around after worship to join us for some treats 
from Sweets Bakery and some freshly brewed coffee from Coal Creek! 

 

Bible Study and Sunday School continue after worship today! Plan on 
these opportunities to study God’s Word lasting 20-30 minutes. We hope 
you can join us! 

 

Another round of Bible Basics is upon us! If you or anyone you know is 
interested in either the Basics of Christian Teaching class (Tuesdays) or the 
Basics of Christian Living class (Wednesdays), sign up today on our web-
site! (livingshepherd.com) 

Next Sunday, November 6th, there will be a joint reformation service at 
3pm at Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Denver (2100 N Wadsworth). 


