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We’re so glad you joined us for worship today!   

-    Restrooms are located on your right and on your left immediately after you walk 
through the double doors next to the fireplace. 

-   We love having children in our worship service! However, if your child becomes 
restless, the café (first door on the left past the restrooms) is a great place to 
regroup and grab a cup of coffee. 

-   You are our guest! If there is something else we can help you with, please let 
any one of us know! 

-   Finally, you’ll find everything you need for worship printed in this service folder. 
Lord’s blessings on your worship! 

 
The effect of the Lutheran Reformation of the Church on the history of the world can 

hardly be overstated. In fact, when US News and World Report ranked the most 
important events of the last 1000 years, the Lutheran Reformation placed sec-
ond, right behind Gutenberg’s moveable type printing press. God used his wit-
ness and simple faithfulness to the Word to change the world. As heirs of the 
Reformation, may our witness be as faithful and the effects of our witness be as 
profound! 

 
Lord, in love you gave me your perfect Word. Lead me to see the importance of your 

Word in my life. Through your Word, lead me to see my own imperfection, but 
also lead me to see your perfect love for me. Bless my worship this morning! In 
Jesus name I pray. Amen.   
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(printed on page 22)

 

We speak this responsive commemoration of the Reformation to remember God’s preservation  
of his Word through history. It is certainly not an attempt to worship a man named  

Martin Luther.  Luther’s account of his “tower experience” prefaced the Latin  
edition of his works published in 1545.  The translation is from  

E.C. Schwiebert’s Luther and His Times, pages 285-286.  

 
P: The grace of our Lord † Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you. 
 
C: And also with you. 
 
P: In the meantime in the same year (1519) I had begun again to lecture on the Psalter, be-

lieving that with my classroom experience in lecturing on the Psalms and the Letters of 
Paul to the Romans, Galatians, and Hebrews, I was now better prepared.   

 
C: The Lord has made his salvation known and revealed his righteousness to the nations.  

He has remembered his love and his faithfulness to the house of Israel; all the ends of 
the earth have seen the salvation of our God.       
                       Psalm 98:2,3 

 
P: All the while I was absorbed with the passion-

ate desire to get better acquainted with the 
author of Romans. Not that I did not succeed, 
as I had resolved, in penetrating more deeply 
into the subject in my investigation, but I stum-
bled over the words concerning “the righteous-
ness of God revealed in the gospel.” For the 
concept of God’s righteousness was repulsive to 
me, as I was accustomed to interpret it accord-
ing to scholastic philosophy, namely as the 
“formal or active” righteousness, in which God 
proves himself righteous in that he punishes the 
sinner as an unrighteous person. 
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C:  In you, O Lord, I have taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; Turn your ear to me, 
come quickly to my rescue;  

                      Psalm 31:1,2 
 
P: After days and nights of wrestling with the problem, God finally took pity on me, so that I 

was able to comprehend the inner connection between the two expressions, “the right-
eousness of God is revealed in the gospel” and “the just shall live by faith.” 

 
C: But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known, to which the 

Law and the Prophets testify.  This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus 
Christ to all who believe.   

Romans 3:21,22  
 
P: Then I began to comprehend the righteousness of God through which the righteous are 

saved by God’s grace, namely, through faith; that the righteousness of God which is re-
vealed through the gospel was to be understood in a passive sense in which God through 
mercy justifies man by faith, as it is written, “The just shall live by faith.”  Now I felt exactly 
as though I had been born again, and I believed that I had entered Paradise through wide-
ly opened doors.   

 
C: God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the 

righteousness of God.                        
                         2 Corinthians 5:21  
 
P: I then went through the Holy Scriptures as far as I could recall them from memory, and I 

found in other parts the same sense: the “work of God” is that which he works in us, the 
“strength of God” is that through which he makes us strong, the “wisdom of God” that 
through which he makes us wise, and so the “power of God,” the “blessing of God,” and 
the “honor of God.” are likewise to be interpreted. 

 
C: It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from 

God—that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption.  Therefore, as it is written: 
“Let him who boasts boast in the Lord.” 

1 Corinthians 1:30-31 
 
P: As violently as I had formerly hated the expression “the righteousness of God,” so I was 

now as violently compelled to embrace the new conception of grace and, thus, for me, 
the expression of the apostle really opened the gates of paradise. 
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C: Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 
Judge, will award to me on that day—and not only to me, but also to all who have 
longed for his appearing. 

2 Timothy 4:8 

 
 

 
P: Let us pray.   
 
 Gracious Lord, our refuge and strength, pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people.  

Keep them steadfast in your Word, protect them in all temptations, defend them against 
all their enemies, and bestow on the Church your saving peace; through Jesus Christ, 
your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  

 
C: Amen 
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Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been published, he went home to 
his upstairs room where the windows opened toward Jerusalem. Three times a day 
he got down on his knees and prayed, giving thanks to his God, just as he had done 
before. 11 Then these men went as a group and found Daniel praying and asking 
God for help. 12 So they went to the king and spoke to him about his royal decree: 
“Did you not publish a decree that during the next thirty days anyone who prays to 
any god or man except to you, O king, would be thrown into the lions’ den?”  

The king answered, “The decree stands—in accordance with the laws of the 
Medes and Persians, which cannot be repealed.”  

16 So the king gave the order, and they brought Daniel and threw him into the 
lions’ den. The king said to Daniel, “May your God, whom you serve continually, res-
cue you!”  

17 A stone was brought and placed over the mouth of the den, and the king 
sealed it with his own signet ring and with the rings of his nobles, so that Daniel’s 
situation might not be changed. 18 Then the king returned to his palace and spent 
the night without eating and without any entertainment being brought to him. And 
he could not sleep.  

19 At the first light of dawn, the king got up and hurried to the lions’ den. 20 

When he came near the den, he called to Daniel in an anguished voice, “Daniel, 
servant of the living God, has your God, whom you serve continually, been able to 
rescue you from the lions?”  

21 Daniel answered, “O king, live forever! 22 My God sent his angel, and he shut 
the mouths of the lions. They have not hurt me, because I was found innocent in his 
sight. Nor have I ever done any wrong before you, O king.”  

23 The king was overjoyed and gave orders to lift Daniel out of the den. And 
when Daniel was lifted from the den, no wound was found on him, because he had 
trusted in his God. 

(printed on the next page) 
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 It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let your-
selves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.  

2 Mark my words! I, Paul, tell you that if you let yourselves be circumcised, Christ 
will be of no value to you at all. 3 Again I declare to every man who lets himself be 
circumcised that he is obligated to obey the whole law. 4 You who are trying to be 
justified by law have been alienated from Christ; you have fallen away from grace.  

5 But by faith we eagerly await through the Spirit the righteousness for which we 
hope. 6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision has any value. 
The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love. 

 

If you continue in my Word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the 
truth, and the truth will make you free.  

I am sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore be as shrewd as 
snakes and as innocent as doves.  

17 “Be on your guard against men; they will hand you over to the local councils 
and flog you in their synagogues. 18 On my account you will be brought before gov-
ernors and kings as witnesses to them and to the Gentiles. 19 But when they arrest 
you, do not worry about what to say or how to say it. At that time you will be given 
what to say, 20 for it will not be you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father speaking 
through you.  

21 “Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child; children will rebel 
against their parents and have them put to death. 22 All men will hate you because 
of me, but he who stands firm to the end will be saved. 23 When you are persecuted 
in one place, flee to another. I tell you the truth, you will not finish going through 
the cities of Israel before the Son of Man comes. 
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You know, brothers, that our visit to you was not a failure. 2 We had previ-
ously suffered and been insulted in Philippi, as you know, but with the help of 
our God we dared to tell you his gospel in spite of strong opposition. 3 For the 
appeal we make does not spring from error or impure motives, nor are we trying 
to trick you. 4 On the contrary, we speak as men approved by God to be entrust-
ed with the gospel. We are not trying to please men but God, who tests our 
hearts. 5 You know we never used flattery, nor did we put on a mask to cover up 
greed—God is our witness. 6 We were not looking for praise from men, not from 
you or anyone else.  

As apostles of Christ we could have been a burden to you, 7 but we were gen-
tle among you, like a mother caring for her little children. 8 We loved you so 
much that we were delighted to share with you not only the gospel of God but 
our lives as well, because you had become so dear to us.  

9 Surely you remember, brothers, our toil and hardship; we worked night and 
day in order not to be a burden to anyone while we preached the gospel of God 
to you.  

10 You are witnesses, and so is God, of how holy, righteous and blameless we 
were among you who believed. 11 For you know that we dealt with each of you 
as a father deals with his own children, 12 encouraging, comforting and urging 
you to live lives worthy of God, who calls you into his kingdom and glory.  

13 And we also thank God continually because, when you received the word 
of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, but as 
it actually is, the word of God, which is at work in you who believe. 
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We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made.  For us 
and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spir-
it and the virgin Mary, and became fully human.  For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose 
again in accordance with the Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is seated 
at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and 
the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Fa-

ther and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glo-
rified, who has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian* 
and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
*The original text here reads “catholic,” a word meaning “universal.” The Church consists of all believers in heaven 
and on earth, of every time in history. 

 

 
Thanks for visiting us today! We’d love to have a record of your visit!  

Any information you’d be willing to share would be greatly appreciated!  

 
 

Moved by God’s love in Christ, the people of Living Shepherd  
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to  
him.  To those visiting, you are our guests. While your  

gifts are welcome, please  do not feel obligated to give. 
You can also support our ministry by clicking the  

“give” button at www.LivingShepherd.com 
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Based on Luther’s prayer at the Diet of Worms as he faced the papal and imperial authorities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P: Almighty, eternal God! Out of the depths we call to you. The world opens its 
mouth to swallow your church, and our faith in you is too small to confront its 
lures and attractions!  

 
C: We confess the weakness of our sinful flesh. Satan deceives us daily. If we are   

to depend upon any strength from ourselves, all is lost. Help us, we beg, to   
withstand the ungodly way of life that the world has to offer. 

 
P: The work is not ours, O God, but yours. O Sovereign Lord and Creator, we have   

no way to satisfy your righteousness, nothing to contest the great Deceiver’s 
earthly power, nothing to mute its false attractions, nothing to uproot the rule 
of our sinful flesh.   

 
C: We would gladly pass our days in happiness and peace in an age awash with  

iniquity. Hear us, heavenly Father, for the cause is yours. Yes, Creator of all     
that is, your cause is righteous and everlasting. Vindicate your name among 
the nations! 

 
P: O all-seeing Lord, have mercy on your church. You understand our plight. We 

thank you for sending a messenger of peace to correct the times between life 
and death. This One is your Son, Jesus the Christ, the incarnate Savior, who 
saves us from calamities that plague your church. 

 

 

Continued on the next page 
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C: You have chosen us to do your work. Therefore, O God, accomplish it by your 

will. Stand by your church each day in the name of Jesus, who is our shelter 
and shield, our mighty fortress. Through the strength of the Holy Spirit, such 
faith works joy and peace and willingness to serve a world in need.  

 
P: We are even ready to lay down our life for this cause, as were your servants      

Martin Luther and his fellow Reformers and Confessors, who forcefully stormed 
the kingdom of heaven to restore the gospel of your righteousness to its central 
place in Christian life. 

 
C: For the cause is holy. Though this world is filled with devils and though our  

bodies perish in persecution, your Word and your Spirit still remain. The 
church always needs reform as its message encounters the false and frivolous. 
But the Word of God stands firm forever. 

 
Silent Prayer 
 
P: In the confidence of faith, gracious Lord, bless our efforts to spread the gospel 

of the glory and grace of God throughout the world to the joy and edifying of all 
who hear and believe and for your glory and our good.  

 
Special prayers and intercessions may follow 
 
P: Gracious Father, we pray boldly as Jesus taught, with the confidence that you 

will hear us and with the faith that you will respond for our welfare. For it was 
your only Son who taught us to pray: 

 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
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The words of the Preface mark the beginning of the Sacrament section of the service  

and lift the worshipers’ hearts in praise. The opening sentences  
are among the oldest in the Christian liturgy. 

 
P: The Lord be with you. 
 
C:   
 
 
 
P:  Lift up your hearts. 
C:   
 
 
 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 
C:   
 
 
 
P: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 

thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord who preserves his Church to the end of time when he will come again 
as king to judge all people and take his own to glory. Therefore with all the 
saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their 
glorious song: 

 
Continued on the next page 
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Sanctus means “holy.” Used possibly as early as the second century, this canticle  

was in wide use among Christians in worship by the fourteenth century.   
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As he speaks the Words of Institution, the minister both proclaims the words of  
Jesus to the congregation and sets apart the bread and wine for the Lord’s use.  

The sign of the cross reminds us of Christ's death. 

 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 
my (+) body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 
P: Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying,  “Drink from it, all 

of you; this is my (+) blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for 
the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”   

 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 
C:  
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 Jesus is God’s Lamb [Agnus Dei], who was offered as a sacrifice for sin once for all. 

The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately  
with Christ and with one another as Christians who are united around a common  
confession of faith. In light of our Lord’s clear warning concerning His Holy Supper 
in 1 Corinthians 11:27-29, we ask you take the opportunity to join us in studying  

what our God has to say concerning this Holy Supper prior to communing.   
If you wish to come forward at the direction of our usher and have not yet  

declared fellowship with us, you may do so and will receive a blessing. 
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 The Nunc Dimittis [“Now dismiss”] is also known as the “Song of Simeon.”  
Through God’s Word and Sacrament, we have seen Jesus Christ, and like  

Simeon we find divine peace and comfort through faith in the Savior. 
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P O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 
 
C:   
 
 
 
P: We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you 

have given us to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift you have 
fed our faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit 
help us to live as your holy people until that day when you will receive us as 
your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 
C:  
 
 

 

The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  
The Lord said, “So they will put my name on [them],  

and I will bless them” [Numbers 6:27]. 

 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

 
C: 
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Scripture taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®.  NIV®. 
Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. 

Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House.  All rights reserved. 
 

Order of service is Christian Worship Common Service  
© 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  

  

All music printed with permission by  
OneLicense.net License Number A-721545 & CCLI License Number 11269453 

 
Artwork by Ian Welch — 2010 Graduate of Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary 

 
Living Shepherd Logo by Rachel Westra — Westra Design 
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In a July 8, 1530 letter to Lazarus Spengler, Luther interprets his seal: 
 

Grace and peace from the Lord. As you desire to know whether my painted seal, 
which you sent to me, has hit the mark, I shall answer most amiably and tell you my 
original thoughts and reason about why my seal is a symbol of my theology. The first 
should be a black cross in a heart, which retains its natural color, so that I myself would 
be reminded that faith in the Crucified saves us. "For one who believes from the heart 
will be justified" (Romans 10:10). Although it is indeed a black cross, which mortifies 
and which should also cause pain, it leaves the heart in its natural color. It does not cor-
rupt nature, that is, it does not kill but keeps alive. "The just shall live by faith" (Romans 
1:17) but by faith in the crucified. Such a heart should stand in the middle of a white 
rose, to show that faith gives joy, comfort, and peace. In other words, it places the be-
liever into a white, joyous rose, for this faith does not give peace and joy like the world 
gives (John 14:27). That is why the rose should be white and not red, for white is the 
color of the spirits and the angels (cf. Matthew 28:3; John 20:12). Such a rose should 
stand in a sky-blue field, symbolizing that such joy in spirit and faith is a beginning of 
the heavenly future joy, which begins already, but is grasped in hope, not yet revealed. 
And around this field is a golden ring, symbolizing that such blessedness in Heaven lasts 
forever and has no end. Such blessedness is exquisite, beyond all joy and goods, just as 
gold is the most valuable, most precious and best metal. This is my compendium theolo-
giae [summary of theology]. I have wanted to show it to you in good friendship, hoping 
for your appreciation. May Christ, our beloved Lord, be with your spirit until the life 
hereafter. Amen. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lazarus_Spengler
http://bibref.hebtools.com/?book=%20Romans&verse=10:10&src=KJV
http://bibref.hebtools.com/?book=%20Romans&verse=1:17&src=KJV
http://bibref.hebtools.com/?book=%20Romans&verse=1:17&src=KJV
http://bibref.hebtools.com/?book=%20John&verse=14:27&src=KJV
http://bibref.hebtools.com/?book=%20Matthew&verse=28:3&src=KJV
http://bibref.hebtools.com/?book=%20John&verse=20:12&src=KJV


Pastor Pete Zaferos 
E-mail address:  pastorzaf@gmail.com 

www.LivingShepherd.com 
Pastor’s Phone: (307) 399-9288 

Call or Text Anytime!! 

We welcome everyone here today and thank you for joining us for Worship!  
We hope that you will join us again soon.  

 

We hope you can stick around after worship to join us for some treats from 
Sweets Bakery and some freshly brewed coffee! 

 

Bible Basics class continues this Wednesday at 6:30 pm. The class will be 
held in the café here at the Lincoln Community Center. Join us! 

 

After worship today we’ll have a pot luck meal to continue our celebration 
of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation. We’ll have plenty of food so plan 
to stick around for some food and fellowship! 


