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We’re so glad you joined us for worship today!   

-    Restrooms are located on your right and on your left immediately after you walk 
through the double doors next to the fireplace. 

-   We love having children in our worship service! However, if your child becomes 
restless, the café (first door on the left past the restrooms) is a great place to 
regroup and grab a cup of coffee. 

-   You are our guest! If there is something else we can help you with, please let 
any one of us know! 

-   Finally, you’ll find everything you need for worship printed in this service folder. 
Lord’s blessings on your worship! 

If you’ve been around Living Shepherd for a while, you may have noticed that every 
now and then, we’ll have a string of readings from one book of the Bible—
usually from a New Testament letter. This week is week 9 in a 16 week tour 
through the Apostle Paul’s letter to the Romans! These 16 lessons read like a 
curriculum for St. Paul’s Bible Basics class. They provide us with an excellent op-
portunity to walk through the basic teachings of the Christian Church, one word 
at a time. This week’s focus is on Chosen. Lord’s blessings on your worship this 
morning!

Dear Lord, I thank you for giving me this opportunity today to gather together with 
fellow believers to join in worship and praise.  May my worship and meditation 
this day be pleasing in Your sight and be deserving of Your honor. Amen. 
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The name of the triune God and the sign of the cross  

remind worshipers of their baptisms. 

 

P: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
C: Amen. 

 
 

 
P: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking 

him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 
 
C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.  

For faithless worrying and selfish pride,  
For sins of habit and sins of choice, 
For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,  
You should cast me away from your presence forever.  
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.  

 
 

The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ gave to his church on earth:  
to forgive the sins of penitent sinners.”  For further information see John 20:21-23. 

Also see Luther’s Small Catechism, “The Use of the Keys and Confession.” 

 
P: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God 

made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of 
Christ through his called servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son (+) and  of the Holy Spirit.  

 
C: Amen. 
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P: O Lord, your ears are always open to the prayers of your humble servants, who 
come to you in Jesus’ name. Teach us always to ask according to your will that we 
may never fail to obtain the blessings you have promised; through Jesus Christ, 
your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.  

 
 C: Amen. 

 

At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon during the night in a dream, and God 
said, “Ask for whatever you want me to give you.”  

6 Solomon answered, “You have shown great kindness to your servant, my father 
David, because he was faithful to you and righteous and upright in heart. You have 
continued this great kindness to him and have given him a son to sit on his throne 
this very day.  

7 “Now, Lord my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father Da-
vid. But I am only a little child and do not know how to carry out my duties. 8 Your 
servant is here among the people you have chosen, a great people, too numerous to 
count or number. 9 So give your servant a discerning heart to govern your people and 
to distinguish between right and wrong. For who is able to govern this great people 
of yours?”  

10 The Lord was pleased that Solomon had asked for this. 11 So God said to him, 
“Since you have asked for this and not for long life or wealth for yourself, nor have 
asked for the death of your enemies but for discernment in administering justice, 12 I 
will do what you have asked. I will give you a wise and discerning heart, so that 
there will never have been anyone like you, nor will there ever be. 

 
 (printed on the next page of your worship folder)  
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Teach me, O LORD, to follow your decrees;* 

then I will keep them to the end. 

 

Give me understanding, and I will keep your law* 

and obey it with all my heart. 

 

Direct me in the path of your commands,* 

for there I find delight. 

 

Refrain 

 

Turn my eyes away from worthless things;* 

preserve my life according to your Word. 

 

Fulfill your promise to your servant,* 

so that you may be feared. 

 

How I long for your precepts!* 

Preserve my life in your righteousness. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Refrain 
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“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, 

he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field.  
45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. 

46 When he found one of great value, he went away and sold everything he had and 
bought it. 

47 “Once again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was let down into the 
lake and caught all kinds of fish. 48 When it was full, the fishermen pulled it up on the 
shore. Then they sat down and collected the good fish in baskets, but threw the bad 
away. 49 This is how it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come and sepa-
rate the wicked from the righteous 50 and throw them into the blazing furnace, 
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  

51 “Have you understood all these things?” Jesus asked. “Yes,” they replied.  
52 He said to them, “Therefore every teacher of the law who has become a disci-

ple in the kingdom of heaven is like the owner of a house who brings out of his store-
room new treasures as well as old.”  
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The Hymn of the Day is assigned to this day because of its rich  

content and connection to the day’s Gospel. 

 

(The children may come forward during verse 3 for the children’s devotion)
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And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love 
him, who have been called according to his purpose. 29 For those God foreknew 
he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be 
the firstborn among many brothers and sisters. 30 And those he predestined, he 
also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified. 
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P: Living in a world where people believe that the universe was formed through 

chance and accident, what do you believe?  
 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 
P:  Living in a world where people are confronted with the guilt and punishment of 

sin, what do you believe Jesus did for you? 
 
C: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Ho-

ly Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again 
from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 

 

P: Living in a world where people are without hope and certainty, what do you 
believe? 

  
C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life ever-
lasting. Amen. 

Thanks for visiting us today! We’d love to have a record of your visit!  
Any information you’d be willing to share would be greatly appreciated!  

 
 

Moved by God’s love in Christ, the people of Living Shepherd  
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to  
him.  To those visiting, you are our guests. While your  

gifts are welcome, please  do not feel obligated to give. 
You can also support our ministry by clicking the  

“give” button at www.LivingShepherd.com 
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We pray on behalf of this church as well as on behalf of  
God’s people throughout our nation and the world. 

 

P: O Lord, our God, you are wise and powerful, good and gracious. Your mercies 
are new every morning.  Each day you open your hand and provide for the 
needs of your children on earth.  

C:  We praise you for every grace and blessing. 
 

P:  Strengthen your Church in all the world.  Let your comforting message of salva-
tion in Jesus be proclaimed to troubled souls everywhere. 

C: Use our ministries and offerings to extend your healing and your hope. 
  
P: We bring you our requests for the various structures of our society.  Bless our 

national, state and local governments 
C: Grant us civil servants who are worthy of honor and respect.  
  
P: Grant prosperity to our businesses and industries.  Give employers a sense of 

fairness toward their workers, and employees a feeling of joy and pride in their 
workmanship. 

C: Help us find satisfaction in all work well done. 
 

P: Invigorate the schools of our land.  Give success to every effort that helps stu-
dents read, think, and communicate in ways that will promote an informed and 
responsible citizenry.  Arouse curious minds to discover the wonders of your 
creation. 

C: Give us teachers and students who pursue excellence. 
 

P: Strengthen the families of our country.  Give fathers and mothers a renewed 
commitment to be good parents.  Give children and young people the wisdom 
to regard their parents as your representatives. 

C: Lead us to love one another as you have loved us 
 

P: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions 

 
Silent Prayer 
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P: Gracious Father, we pray boldly as Jesus taught, with the confidence that you 

will hear us and with the faith that you will respond for our welfare. For it was 
your only Son who taught us to pray: 

 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  

The Lord said, “So they will put my name on [them],  
and I will bless them” [Numbers 6:27]. 

 
 
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 
C: Amen 

 

(printed on page 14 in your worship folder)  
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We welcome everyone here today and thank you for joining us for Worship!  
We hope that you will join us again soon.  

 

We hope you can stick around after worship to join us for some treats from 
Sweets Bakery and some freshly brewed coffee! 

 

Pastor Zaferos will be serving the vacancy in Cheyenne for the foresee-
able future. Beginning Sunday August 20th (next week!), worship in 
Laramie will begin at 9:00 AM to make travel to Cheyenne for an 11:15 
AM service possible. If you have any questions or concerns regarding the 
vacancy, please feel free to ask Pastor Z! 

Pastor Pete Zaferos 
E-mail address:  pastorzaf@gmail.com 

www.LivingShepherd.com 
Pastor’s Phone: (307) 399-9288 

Call or Text Anytime!! 


