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We’re so glad you joined us for worship today!   

-    Restrooms are located on your right and on your left immediately after you 
walk through the double doors next to the fire place. 

-   We love having children in our worship service! However, if your child be-
comes restless, the café (first door on the left past the restrooms) is a great 
place to go. You’ll even find a live audio and video feed! 

-   You are our guest! If there is something else we can help you with, please let 
any one of us know! 

-   Finally, you’ll find everything you need for worship printed in this service 
folder. Lord’s blessings on your worship! 

It is shocking to hear Jesus deny authority over anything, much less something 
as mundane as an inheritance. But finally, that is the point. Earthly wealth is 
meaningless. This morning we’ll take a look at a parable that strikes at the 
heart of greed. In one way or another, we all struggle with it. Today, we’ll 
discover why it’s so dangerous, as well as God’s solution! 

 

 

Dear Lord, I thank you for giving me this opportunity today to gather together 
with fellow believers to join in worship and praise. May my worship and 
meditation this day be pleasing in Your sight and be deserving of Your honor. 
Amen. 
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 “Morning Praise” is based on the historic service called “Matins.”  

Joined to Christ, our risen Lord, we glorify God  as  
we rise to the activities of this new day.  

 
Please Stand 
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P: O God, you reveal your mighty power chiefly in showing mercy and kindness. 

Grant us the full measure of your grace that we may obtain your promises and 
become partakers of your heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for-
ever.  

 
 C: Amen. 
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“Meaningless! Meaningless!” says the Teacher. “Utterly meaningless! Every-
thing is meaningless.”  

 
18 I hated all the things I had toiled for under the sun, because I must leave them 

to the one who comes after me. 19 And who knows whether that person will be wise 
or foolish? Yet they will have control over all the fruit of my toil into which I have 
poured my effort and skill under the sun. This too is meaningless. 20 So my heart be-
gan to despair over all my toilsome labor under the sun. 21 For a person may labor 
with wisdom, knowledge and skill, and then they must leave all they own to another 
who has not toiled for it. This too is meaningless and a great misfortune. 22 What do 
people get for all the toil and anxious striving with which they labor under the sun? 
23 All their days their work is grief and pain; even at night their minds do not rest. 
This too is meaningless.  

24 A person can do nothing better than to eat and drink and find satisfaction in 
their own toil. This too, I see, is from the hand of God, 25 for without him, who can 
eat or find enjoyment? 26 To the person who pleases him, God gives wisdom, knowl-
edge and happiness, but to the sinner he gives the task of gathering and storing up 
wealth to hand it over to the one who pleases God. This too is meaningless, a chas-
ing after the wind. 

The Hymn of the Day is assigned to this day because of its rich  
content and connection to the day’s Gospel. 

printed on page 14 

(The children may come forward during verse 2 for the children’s devotion) 
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Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the 
inheritance with me.”  

14 Jesus replied, “Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between 
you?” 15 Then he said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of 
greed; life does not consist in an abundance of possessions.”  

16 And he told them this parable: “The ground of a certain rich man yielded 
an abundant harvest. 17 He thought to himself, ‘What shall I do? I have no place 
to store my crops.’  

18 “Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear down my barns and build big-
ger ones, and there I will store my surplus grain. 19 And I’ll say to myself, “You 
have plenty of grain laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be 
merry.” ’  

20 “But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be demanded 
from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?’  

21 “This is how it will be with whoever stores up things for themselves but is 
not rich toward God.” 
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Moved by God’s love in Christ, the people of Living Shepherd  
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks  

to him.  To those visiting, you are our guests.  
While your gifts are welcome, please  

do not feel obligated to give. 

Thanks for visiting us today! We’d love to have a record of your visit!  
Any information you’d be willing to share would be greatly appreciated!  

 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 



11 

  
P: O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, you have brought us 

safely to this new day. Defend us with your mighty power, and grant that this 
day we neither fall into sin nor run into any kind of danger; and in all we do, di-
rect us to what is right in your sight, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. 

 
C: Amen. 
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We welcome everyone here today and thank you for joining us for 
Worship!  We hope that you will join us again soon.    

Bible Basics will be on hold this week! Pastor will be going back to 
school for a few days down in Colorado. We’ll discuss the future of our 
midweek summer classes at our meeting following worship!   

 

We hope you can stick around after worship to join us for some treats 
from Sweets Bakery and some freshly brewed coffee from Coal Creek! 

 

After worship today, plan to stick around to discuss Pastor Z.’s call to 
Kentucky. If you have not received a copy of pastor’s letter, we have extras 
in the café. 

Pastor Pete Zaferos 
E-mail address:  pastorzaf@gmail.com 

www.LivingShepherd.com 
Pastor’s Phone: (307) 399-9288 

Call or Text Anytime!! 


