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We’re so glad you joined us for worship today!   

-    Restrooms are located on your right and on your left immediately after you 
walk through the double doors next to the fire place. 

-   We love having children in our worship service! However, if your child be-
comes restless, the café (first door on the left past the restrooms) is a great 
place to go. You’ll even find a live audio and video feed! 

-   You are our guest! If there is something else we can help you with, please let 
any one of us know! 

-   Finally, you’ll find everything you need for worship printed in this service 
folder. Lord’s blessings on your worship! 

Promises are a pretty big deal. If someone makes a promise to you, the expecta-
tion is they’ll keep that promise. That’s why broken promises are so damag-
ing to our relationships. Once a promise is broken, trust begins to break 
down. Of course, when promises are kept, trust is strengthened. This morn-
ing, as we see our God keep his promises, we’ll see our God can be trusted! 

 

 

Dear Lord, I thank you for giving me this opportunity today to gather together 
with fellow believers to join in worship and praise. May my worship and 
meditation this day be pleasing in Your sight and be deserving of Your honor. 
Amen. 
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(printed on page 18 in your service folder) 

The name of the triune God and the sign of the cross  
remind worshipers of their baptisms. 

 
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
C: Amen. 

 
P: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking 

him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 
 
C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.  

For faithless worrying and selfish pride,  
For sins of habit and sins of choice, 
For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,  
You should cast me away from your presence forever.  
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.  

The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ gave to his church on earth: to  
forgive the sins of penitent sinners.”  For further information see: John 20:21-23.  

Also see Luther’s Small Catechism, “The Use of the Keys and Confession.”  

 
P: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God 

made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of 
Christ through his called servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son (+) and  of the Holy Spirit.  

 
C: Amen. 
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P:  Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray, 

and to give more than we either desire or deserve. Pour upon us the abundance of 
your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is afraid, and giving 
us those good things for which we are not worthy to ask, except through the merits 
and mediation of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
C: Amen. (spoken)  

 

 

Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not 
see. 2 This is what the ancients were commended for.  

3 By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God’s command, so 
that what is seen was not made out of what was visible.  

8 By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his in-
heritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going. 9 By 
faith he made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he 
lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. 
10 For he was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and 
builder is God. 11 And by faith even Sarah, who was past childbearing age, was en-
abled to bear children because she considered him faithful who had made the prom-
ise. 12 And so from this one man, and he as good as dead, came descendants as nu-
merous as the stars in the sky and as countless as the sand on the seashore.  

13 All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive 
the things promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance, ad-
mitting that they were foreigners and strangers on earth. 14 People who say such 
things show that they are looking for a country of their own. 15 If they had been think-
ing of the country they had left, they would have had opportunity to return. 
16 Instead, they were longing for a better country—a heavenly one. Therefore God is 
not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them. 

 
(printed on the next page) 
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Sing joyfully to the LORD, you righteous;* 
it is fitting for the upright to praise him. 
 
For the Word of the LORD is right and true;* 
he is faithful in all he does. 
 
By the word of the LORD were the heavens made,* 
their starry host by the breath of his mouth. 
 
For he spoke, and it came to be;* 
he commanded, and it stood firm. 
 
Refrain 
 
The LORD foils the plans of the nations;* 
he thwarts the purposes of the peoples. 
 
But the plans of the LORD stand firm forever,* 
the purposes of his heart through all generations. 
 
The LORD loves righteousness and justice;* 
the earth is full of his unfailing love. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Refrain 
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32 “Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the 

kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves 
that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will never fail, where no thief 
comes near and no moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, there your heart 
will be also.  

35 “Be dressed ready for service and keep your lamps burning, 36 like servants 
waiting for their master to return from a wedding banquet, so that when he comes 
and knocks they can immediately open the door for him. 37 It will be good for those 
servants whose master finds them watching when he comes. Truly I tell you, he will 
dress himself to serve, will have them recline at the table and will come and wait on 
them. 38 It will be good for those servants whose master finds them ready, even if he 
comes in the middle of the night or toward daybreak. 39 But understand this: If the 
owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not 
have let his house be broken into. 40 You also must be ready, because the Son of 
Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.”  
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After this, the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Do not be afraid, 
Abram. I am your shield, your very great reward. ”  

2 But Abram said, “Sovereign LORD, what can you give me since I remain 
childless and the one who will inherit my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 And 
Abram said, “You have given me no children; so a servant in my household will 
be my heir.”  

4 Then the word of the LORD came to him: “This man will not be your heir, but 
a son who is your own flesh and blood will be your heir.” 5 He took him outside 
and said, “Look up at the sky and count the stars—if indeed you can count 
them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.”  

6 Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness. 
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We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made.  For us 
and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy 
Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human.  For our sake he was cruci-
fied under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he 
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Fa-

ther and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glo-
rified, who has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian* 
and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
*The original text here reads “catholic,” a word meaning “universal.” The Church consists of all believers in heaven 
and on earth, of every time in history. 

 
 

Moved by God’s love in Christ, the people of Living Shepherd  
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks  

to him.  To those visiting, you are our guests.  
While your gifts are welcome, please  

do not feel obligated to give. 

Thanks for visiting us today! We’d love to have a record of your visit!  
Any information you’d be willing to share would be greatly appreciated!  
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 We pray on behalf of this church as well as on behalf of  
God’s people throughout our nation and the world. 

P: O Lord, our God, you are wise and powerful, good and gracious. Your mercies 
are new every morning.  Each day you open your hand and provide for the 
needs of your children on earth.  

C:  We praise you for every grace and blessing. 
 

P:  Strengthen your Church in all the world.  Let your comforting message of salva-
tion in Jesus be proclaimed to troubled souls everywhere. 

C: Use our ministries and offerings to extend your healing and your hope. 
  
P: We bring you our requests for the various structures of our society.  Bless our 

national, state and local governments. 
C: Grant us civil servants who are worthy of honor and respect.  
  
P: Grant prosperity to our businesses and industries.  Give employers a sense of 

fairness toward their workers, and employees a feeling of joy and pride in their 
workmanship. 

C: Help us find satisfaction in all work well done. 
 

P: Invigorate the schools of our land.  Give success to every effort that helps stu-
dents read, think, and communicate in ways that will promote an informed and 
responsible citizenry.  Arouse curious minds to discover the wonders of your 
creation. 

C: Give us teachers and students who pursue excellence. 
 

P: Strengthen the families of our country.  Give fathers and mothers a renewed 
commitment to be good parents.  Give children and young people the wisdom 
to regard their parents as your representatives. 

C: Lead us to love one another as you have loved us. 
 

P: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 
 Silent Prayer 
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P: Gracious Father, we pray boldly as Jesus taught, with the confidence that you 
will hear us and with the faith that you will respond for our welfare. For it was 
your only Son who taught us to pray: 

 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
The words of the Preface mark the beginning of the Sacrament section of the service and  

lift the worshipers’ hearts in praise. The opening sentences  
are among the oldest in the Christian liturgy. 

 
P: The Lord be with you. 
 
C:   
 
 
 
P:  Lift up your hearts. 
 
C:   
 
 
 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 
C:   
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P: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 
thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord who promised that wherever two or three come together in his name, 
there he is with them to shepherd his flock till he comes again in glory. There-
fore with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name 
and join their glorious song: 

 

Sanctus means “holy.” Used possibly as early as the second century, this canticle was in  
wide use among Christians in worship by the fourteenth century.   
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 As he speaks the Words of Institution, the minister both proclaims the words of  
Jesus to the congregation and sets apart the bread and wine for the Lord’s use.  

The sign of the cross reminds us of Christ's death. 

 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 
my (+) body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 
P: Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying,  “Drink from it, all 

of you; this is my (+) blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for 
the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”   

 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
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 Jesus is God’s Lamb [Agnus Dei], who was offered as a sacrifice for sin once for all. 

The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately  
with Christ and with one another as Christians who are united around a common  
confession of faith. In light of our Lord’s clear warning concerning His Holy Supper 
in 1 Corinthians 11:27-29, we ask you take the opportunity to join us in studying  

what our God has to say concerning this Holy Supper prior to communing.   
If you wish to come forward at the direction of our usher and have not yet  

declared fellowship with us, you may do so and will receive a blessing. 
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 The Nunc Dimittis [“Now dismiss”] is also known as the “Song of Simeon.”  
Through God’s Word and Sacrament, we have seen Jesus Christ, and like  

Simeon we find divine peace and comfort through faith in the Savior. 
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P: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 
 
C:  
 
 
 
P: We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you 

have given us to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift you have 
fed our faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit 
help us to live as your holy people until that day when you will receive us as 
your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 
C:  
 
 

 
 

The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  
The Lord said, “So they will put my name on [them],  

and I will bless them” [Numbers 6:27]. 

 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

 
C: 
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Scripture taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®.  NIV®. 
Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. 

Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House.  All rights reserved. 
 

Order of service is a combination of Christian Worship Common Service  
And Christian Worship Supplement Divine Service II 

© 2008 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  
 

Psalm Refrain Tune: Marty Haugen. © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL,  
www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

  
All music printed with permission by  

OneLicense.net License Number A-721545 & CCLI License Number 11269453 
 

Artwork by Ian Welch — 2010 Graduate of Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary 
 

Living Shepherd Logo by Rachel Westra — Westra Design 



Pastor Pete Zaferos 
E-mail address:  pastorzaf@gmail.com 

www.LivingShepherd.com 
Pastor’s Phone: (307) 399-9288 

Call or Text Anytime!! 

We welcome everyone here today and thank you for joining us for Worship!  
We hope that you will join us again soon.    

Pastor Zaferos has returned the call to serve God’s people at Amazing Grace 
in Florence, KY for the privilege of continuing to serve the people here at Living 
Shepherd in Laramie.

We hope you can stick around after worship to join us for some treats from 
Sweets Bakery and some freshly brewed coffee from Coal Creek! 

After worship this morning we’ll be going to the southeast side of town to 
check out a potential piece of land. If you’re interested in following us over 
there you’re more than welcome to join us! Plan on leaving around 11:15. 

 

This Tuesday evening our Basics of Christian Teaching class will be back on 
at pastor’s house. 1668 Coughlin. Class will begin at 6:30 with grilled food ready 
around 5:30. Hope you can join us! The Wednesday evening Basics of Christian 
Living class will resume on Sunday, September 11th following worship and fel-
lowship.  


