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It is not only the outsider who turns aside from the Wisdom which is Christ. Many 
who have heard the Word with us also go away when some part of it conflicts 
with their own thinking. The sacrificium intellecti (sacrifice of the intellect) is not 
a onetime thing. It is a sacrifice that needs to be renewed often, in every stage 
of life, as new threats come that oppose Wisdom and its expression in the Word.  
Lord’s blessings on your worship today! 

 

Dear Lord, I thank you for giving me this opportunity today to gather together with 
fellow believers to join in worship and praise. May my worship and meditation 
this day be pleasing in Your sight and be deserving of Your honor. Amen. 
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The name of the triune God and the sign of the cross  

remind worshipers of their baptisms. 

 
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
C: Amen. 

 
 

 
P: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking 

him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 
 
C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.  

For faithless worrying and selfish pride,  
For sins of habit and sins of choice, 
For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,  
You should cast me away from your presence forever.  
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.  

 
 

The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ gave to his church on earth:  
to forgive the sins of penitent sinners.”  For further information see John 20:21-23. 

Also see Luther’s Small Catechism, “The Use of the Keys and Confession.” 

 
P: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God 

made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of 
Christ through his called servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son (+) and  of the Holy Spirit.  

 
C: Amen. 
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Christians praise God by proclaiming the great things he has done 
to accomplish our rescue from sin. “Glory to God in the Highest” 

has been a Christian song of worship since the fourth century 
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P: Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, hope, and love; and, 
that we may obtain what you promise, make us love what you command; 
through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 
C: Amen. 

 

 

Then Joshua assembled all the tribes of Israel at Shechem. He summoned the 
elders, leaders, judges and officials of Israel, and they presented themselves before 
God.  

2 Joshua said to all the people, “This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: 
‘Long ago your forefathers, including Terah the father of Abraham and Nahor, lived 
beyond the River and worshiped other gods.  

 
14 “Now fear the Lord and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away the gods 

your forefathers worshiped beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord.        
15 But if serving the Lord seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this 
day whom you will serve, whether the gods your forefathers served beyond the Riv-
er, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and my 
household, we will serve the Lord.”  

16 Then the people answered, “Far be it from us to forsake the Lord to serve oth-
er gods! 17 It was the Lord our God himself who brought us and our fathers up out 
of Egypt, from that land of slavery, and performed those great signs before our 
eyes. He protected us on our entire journey and among all the nations through 
which we traveled. 18 And the Lord drove out before us all the nations, including the 
Amorites, who lived in the land. We too will serve the Lord, because he is our God.” 

printed on the next page
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In you, O LORD, I have taken refuge;* 
 let me never be put to shame. 
 
Rescue me and deliver me in your righteousness;* 
 turn your ear to me and save me. 
 
Be my rock of refuge to which I can always go;* 
 For you are my rock and my fortress. 
 
Refrain 
 
Since my youth, O God, you have taught me,* 
 and to this day I declare your marvelous deeds. 
 
Even when I am old and gray,* 
 do not forsake me, O God, 
 
till I declare your power to the next generation,* 
 your might to all who are to come. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
 and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Refrain 

 
Refrain Tune: Robert J. Thompson. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com.  
All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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 By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be known as the son of Phar-
aoh’s daughter. 25 He chose to be mistreated along with the people of God rather 
than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a short time. 26 He regarded disgrace for the 
sake of Christ as of greater value than the treasures of Egypt, because he was look-
ing ahead to his reward. 27 By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the king’s anger; he 
persevered because he saw him who is invisible. 28 By faith he kept the Passover and 
the sprinkling of blood, so that the destroyer of the firstborn would not touch the 
firstborn of Israel. 
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(The children may come forward during verse 3 for the children’s devotion) 
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On hearing it, many of his disciples said, “This is a hard teaching. Who can 

accept it?”  
61 Aware that his disciples were grumbling about this, Jesus said to them, 

“Does this offend you? 62 What if you see the Son of Man ascend to where he 
was before! 63 The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I have 
spoken to you are spirit and they are life. 64 Yet there are some of you who do 
not believe.” For Jesus had known from the beginning which of them did not be-
lieve and who would betray him. 65 He went on to say, “This is why I told you 
that no one can come to me unless the Father has enabled him.”  

66 From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed 
him.  

67 “You do not want to leave too, do you?” Jesus asked the Twelve.  
68 Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the 

words of eternal life. 69 We believe and know that you are the Holy One of God.” 
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P: Living in a world where people believe that the universe was formed through 
chance and accident, what do you believe?  

 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 
P:  Living in a world where people are confronted with the guilt and punishment of 

sin, what do you believe Jesus did for you? 
 
C: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Ho-

ly Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again 
from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 

 

P: Living in a world where people are without hope and certainty, what do you 
believe? 

  
C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life ever-
lasting. Amen. 

Thanks for joining us for worship today! 
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We pray on behalf of this church as well as on behalf of  

God’s people throughout our nation and the world. 

 

P: O Lord, our God, you are wise and powerful, good and gracious. Your mercies 
are new every morning.  Each day you open your hand and provide for the 
needs of your children on earth.  

C:  We praise you for every grace and blessing. 
 

P:  Strengthen your Church in all the world.  Let your comforting message of salva-
tion in Jesus be proclaimed to troubled souls everywhere. 

C: Use our ministries and offerings to extend your healing and your hope. 
  
P: We bring you our requests for the various structures of our society.  Bless our 

national, state and local governments 
C: Grant us civil servants who are worthy of honor and respect.  
  
P: Grant prosperity to our businesses and industries.  Give employers a sense of 

fairness toward their workers, and employees a feeling of joy and pride in their 
workmanship. 

C: Help us find satisfaction in all work well done. 
 

P: Invigorate the schools of our land.  Give success to every effort that helps stu-
dents read, think, and communicate in ways that will promote an informed and 
responsible citizenry.  Arouse curious minds to discover the wonders of your 
creation. 

C: Give us teachers and students who pursue excellence. 
 

P: Strengthen the families of our country.  Give fathers and mothers a renewed 
commitment to be good parents.  Give children and young people the wisdom 
to regard their parents as your representatives. 

C: Lead us to love one another as you have loved us 
 

P: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions 

 
Silent Prayer (Special intercessions may also be included here) 
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P: Gracious Father, we pray boldly as Jesus taught, with the confidence that you 

will hear us and with the faith that you will respond for our welfare. For it was 
your only Son who taught us to pray: 

 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  

The Lord said, “So they will put my name on [them],  
and I will bless them” [Numbers 6:27]. 

 
 
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 
C: Amen 

 

(printed on the next page) 
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