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We’re so glad you joined us for worship today!   

-    Restrooms are located on your right and on your left immediately after you walk 
through the double doors next to the fire place. 

-   We love having children in our worship service! However, if your child becomes 
restless, the café (first door on the left past the restrooms) is a great place to 
regroup and grab a cup of coffee. 

-   You are our guest! If there is something else we can help you with, please let 
any one of us know! 

-   Finally, you’ll find everything you need for worship printed in this service folder. 
Lord’s blessings on your worship! 

Are you a neat freak? How about a germaphobe? Even if you wouldn’t classify your-
self in any of these ways, you can appreciate a little organizing, cleaning, or 
even sanitizing. Squeaky clean feels good. It’s interesting to note how often the 
word clean (or unclean) show up in the Old Testament. (Try skimming through 
the book of Leviticus looking for the word “clean!”) Today, Jesus teaches us 
what all that “clean” and “unclean” talk was about. Outward cleanliness can 
easily  dominate our attention. And yet, inward cleanliness is all that matters. 
And inward cleanliness is something only God can provide! 

Dear Lord, I thank you for giving me this opportunity today to gather together with 
fellow believers to join in worship and praise.  May my worship and meditation 
this day be pleasing in Your sight and be deserving of Your honor. Amen. 
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The name of the triune God and the sign of the cross  

remind worshipers of their baptisms. 

 
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
C: Amen. 

 
 

 
P: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking 

him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 
 
C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.  

For faithless worrying and selfish pride,  
For sins of habit and sins of choice, 
For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,  
You should cast me away from your presence forever.  
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.  

 
 

The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ gave to his church on earth:  
to forgive the sins of penitent sinners.”  For further information see John 20:21-23. 

Also see Luther’s Small Catechism, “The Use of the Keys and Confession.” 

 
P: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God 

made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of 
Christ through his called servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son (+) and  of the Holy Spirit.  

 
C: Amen. 
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Christians praise God by proclaiming the great things he has done 
to accomplish our rescue from sin. “Glory to God in the Highest” 

has been a Christian song of worship since the fourth century 
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P: O Lord Jesus Christ, preserve the congregation of believers with your never-failing 
mercy. Help us avoid whatever is wicked and harmful, and guide us in the way that 
leads to our salvation; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  

 
 C: Amen. 

 

 

Hear now, O Israel, the decrees and laws I am about to teach you. Follow them 
so that you may live and may go in and take possession of the land that the Lord, 
the God of your fathers, is giving you.  

2 Do not add to what I command you and do not subtract from it, but keep the 
commands of the Lord your God that I give you.  

6 Observe them carefully, for this will show your wisdom and understanding to 
the nations, who will hear about all these decrees and say, “Surely this great nation 
is a wise and understanding people.” 7 What other nation is so great as to have their 
gods near them the way the Lord our God is near us whenever we pray to him?        
8 And what other nation is so great as to have such righteous decrees and laws as 
this body of laws I am setting before you today?  

9 Only be careful, and watch yourselves closely so that you do not forget the 
things your eyes have seen or let them slip from your heart as long as you live. 
Teach them to your children and to their children after them. 

c printed on the next page
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Oh, how I love your law!* 
 I meditate on it all day long. 
 
I have more insight than all my teachers,* 
 for I meditate on your statutes. 
 
I have more understanding than the elders,* 
 for I obey your precepts. 
 
Refrain 
 
I have kept my feet from every evil path* 
 so that I might obey your Word. 
 
I have not departed from your laws,* 
 for you yourself have taught me. 
 
How sweet are your words to my taste,* 
 sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
 and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Refrain 

 
Refrain Tune: Joyce Schubkegal. © 1993 Joyce Schubkegal (admin. Northwestern Publishing House). All 
rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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 Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the 
heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. 18 He chose to give us 
birth through the word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of all he creat-
ed.  

19 My dear brothers, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to 
speak and slow to become angry, 20 for man’s anger does not bring about the right-
eous life that God desires. 21 Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is 
so prevalent and humbly accept the word planted in you, which can save you.  

22 Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. 
23 Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man who 
looks at his face in a mirror 24 and, after looking at himself, goes away and immedi-
ately forgets what he looks like. 25 But the man who looks intently into the perfect 
law that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, 
but doing it—he will be blessed in what he does.  

26 If anyone considers himself religious and yet does not keep a tight rein on his 
tongue, he deceives himself and his religion is worthless. 27 Religion that God our 
Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in 
their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world. 
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(The children may come forward during verse 3 for the children’s devotion) 
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The Pharisees and some of the teachers of the law who had come from Jeru-

salem gathered around Jesus and 2 saw some of his disciples eating food with 
hands that were “unclean,” that is, unwashed. 3 (The Pharisees and all the Jews 
do not eat unless they give their hands a ceremonial washing, holding to the tra-
dition of the elders. 4 When they come from the marketplace they do not eat un-
less they wash. And they observe many other traditions, such as the washing of 
cups, pitchers and kettles.)  

5 So the Pharisees and teachers of the law asked Jesus, “Why don’t your disci-
ples live according to the tradition of the elders instead of eating their food with 
‘unclean’ hands?”  

6 He replied, “Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you hypocrites; as it 
is written: “‘These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from 
me. 7They worship me in vain; their teachings are but rules taught by men.’ 8 You 
have let go of the commands of God and are holding on to the traditions of 
men.”  

14 Again Jesus called the crowd to him and said, “Listen to me, everyone, and 
understand this. 15 Nothing outside a man can make him ‘unclean’ by going into 
him. Rather, it is what comes out of a man that makes him ‘unclean.’”  

21 For from within, out of men’s hearts, come evil thoughts, sexual immorali-
ty, theft, murder, adultery, 22 greed, malice, deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, arro-
gance and folly. 23 All these evils come from inside and make a man ‘unclean.’” 
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We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made.  For us 
and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spir-
it and the virgin Mary, and became fully human.  For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose 
again in accordance with the Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is seated 
at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and 
the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Fa-

ther and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glo-
rified, who has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian* 
and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
*The original text here reads “catholic,” a word meaning “universal.” The Church consists of all believers in heaven 
and on earth, of every time in history. 

Thanks for visiting us today! We’d love to have a record of your visit!  
Any information you’d be willing to share would be greatly appreciated!  

 
 

Moved by God’s love in Christ, the people of Living Shepherd  
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to  
him.  To those visiting, you are our guests. While your  

gifts are welcome, please  do not feel obligated to give. 
You can also support our ministry by clicking the  

“give” button at www.LivingShepherd.com 
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We pray on behalf of this church as well as on behalf of  

God’s people throughout our nation and the world. 

 

P: O Lord, our God, you are wise and powerful, good and gracious. Your mercies 
are new every morning.  Each day you open your hand and provide for the 
needs of your children on earth.  

C:  We praise you for every grace and blessing. 
 

P:  Strengthen your Church in all the world.  Let your comforting message of salva-
tion in Jesus be proclaimed to troubled souls everywhere. 

C: Use our ministries and offerings to extend your healing and your hope. 
  
P: We bring you our requests for the various structures of our society.  Bless our 

national, state and local governments 
C: Grant us civil servants who are worthy of honor and respect.  
  
P: Grant prosperity to our businesses and industries.  Give employers a sense of 

fairness toward their workers, and employees a feeling of joy and pride in their 
workmanship. 

C: Help us find satisfaction in all work well done. 
 

P: Invigorate the schools of our land.  Give success to every effort that helps stu-
dents read, think, and communicate in ways that will promote an informed and 
responsible citizenry.  Arouse curious minds to discover the wonders of your 
creation. 

C: Give us teachers and students who pursue excellence. 
 

P: Strengthen the families of our country.  Give fathers and mothers a renewed 
commitment to be good parents.  Give children and young people the wisdom 
to regard their parents as your representatives. 

C: Lead us to love one another as you have loved us 
 

P: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions 

 
Silent Prayer (Special intercessions may also be included here) 
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P: Gracious Father, we pray boldly as Jesus taught, with the confidence that you 

will hear us and with the faith that you will respond for our welfare. For it was 
your only Son who taught us to pray: 

 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

The words of the Preface mark the beginning of the Sacrament section of the service 
and lift the worshipers’ hearts in praise. The opening sentences  

are among the oldest in the Christian liturgy. 
 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C:   

 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C:   

 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:   

 
P: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 

thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord who promised that wherever two or three come together in his name, 
there he is with them to shepherd his flock till he comes again in glory. There-
fore with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name 
and join their glorious song: 
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Sanctus means “holy.” Used possibly as early as the second century, this canticle  

was in wide use among Christians in worship by the fourteenth century.   
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As he speaks the Words of Institution, the minister both proclaims the words of Jesus 

to the congregation and sets apart the bread and wine for the Lord’s use.  
The sign of the cross reminds us of Christ's death. 

 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he 

had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; 
this is my (+) body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 
 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, 

all of you; this is my (+) blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you 
for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of 
me.”   

 
 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: 
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Jesus is God’s Lamb [Agnus Dei], who was offered as a sacrifice for sin once for all. 
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The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately  

with Christ and with one another as Christians who are united around a common  
confession of faith. In light of our Lord’s clear warning concerning His Holy Supper 
in 1 Corinthians 11:27-29, we ask you take the opportunity to join us in studying  

what our God has to say concerning this Holy Supper prior to communing.   
If you wish to come forward at the direction of our usher and have not yet  

declared fellowship with us, you may do so and will receive a blessing. 
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 The Nunc Dimittis [“Now dismiss”] is also known as the “Song of Simeon.”  
Through God’s Word and Sacrament, we have seen Jesus Christ, and like  

Simeon we find divine peace and comfort through faith in the Savior. 
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P: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good 
 
C:   
 
 
 
P: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy 

supper. We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and in-
crease our love for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for-
ever. 

  
 
C:  
 
 

 

The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  
The Lord said, “So they will put my name on [them],  

and I will bless them” [Numbers 6:27]. 

 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

 
C: 
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Scripture taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®.  NIV®. 
Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. 

Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House.  All rights reserved. 
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We welcome everyone here today and thank you for joining us for worship!  
We hope that you will join us again soon.  

 

We hope you can stick around after worship to join us for some treats from 
Sweets Bakery and some freshly brewed coffee! 

 

Join us Sunday mornings at 9 AM for a Bible study on the Christian Family.

Thanks to those who helped set up for worship today! Next week, the Davis 
and Robertson families are on for set up. Set up starts at 8:30 AM. 

 

Our women’s Bible study will continue this Wednesday evening, September 
5th at 5:30 PM. The study will be held here at the Lincoln Community Center in 
the Café. 

A new round of Bible Basics classes start this week! Let pastor know if you 
prefer classes on Tuesday night or Thursday night. 

Pastor Pete Zaferos 
E-mail address:  pastorzaf@gmail.com 

www.LivingShepherd.com 
Pastor’s Phone: (307) 399-9288 

Call or Text Anytime!! 


