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We’re so glad you joined us for worship today!   

-    Restrooms are located on your right and on your left immediately after you walk 
through the double doors next to the fireplace. 

-   We love having children in our worship service! However, if your child becomes 
restless, the café (first door on the left past the restrooms) is a great place to 
regroup and grab a cup of coffee. 

-   You are our guest! If there is something else we can help you with, please let 
any one of us know! 

-   Finally, you’ll find everything you need for worship printed in this service folder. 
Lord’s blessings on your worship! 

Jonah wanted Nineveh destroyed; in his mind it would only be fair. Nineveh was 
wicked, bloodthirsty, and feared. Jonah didn’t want to prophesy to them be-
cause he was afraid that they might listen and repent. Jonah knew what that 
would mean: God would have compassion on them and forgive them (Jonah 
4:4)! But God is far more gracious than Jonah could have even imagined. Those 
people Jonah hated—God made them—God sustained them—God wanted 
them to be his forever. So great is his grace!

Dear Lord, I thank you for giving me this opportunity today to gather together with 
fellow believers to join in worship and praise. May my worship and meditation 
this day be pleasing in Your sight and be deserving of Your honor. Amen. 
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(pages 14 & 15)

 

P: We begin in the name of our Triune God: 
C: He is the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit – Amen!  

 

 

P:  From the depths of woe we cry to you; 
C:  Lord, hear us, we implore you. 
P:  Bend your gracious ear to us; let our prayer come before you. 
C:  If you kept record of our sin and held against us what we’ve been, how could 

we stand before you? 
 

P:  Therefore our hope is in the Lord and not in our own merit; 
C:  Our hope rests upon his faithful promises to the contrite spirit. 
P:  That he is merciful and just – this is our comfort and our trust. 
C: We await his help with patience.1  
 

Take a moment for silent confession to our God. 
 

P: God has not kept a record of your sins.  He has blotted out your sin and has re-
moved them as far as the east is from the west.  You are his own child, dearly 
loved and freely forgiven.  The perfect life and death of his Son, Jesus, has been 
credited to your account. You are at peace with God!  

 

 I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of  the 
Holy Spirit. 

 
C:  Amen! 

 

1 Adapted from verses 1 & 3 of hymn 305 “From Depths of Woe I Cry To You” by Martin Luther 
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P: Lord God, you call us to work in your kingdom and leave no one standing idle. 
Help us to order our lives by your wisdom and to serve you in willing obedience; 
through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  
 C: Amen. 

 

b
“Yes, and I will continue to rejoice, 19 for I know that through your prayers and 

the help given by the Spirit of Jesus Christ, what has happened to me will turn out 
for my deliverance. 20 I eagerly expect and hope that I will in no way be ashamed, 
but will have sufficient courage so that now as always Christ will be exalted in my 
body, whether by life or by death. 21 For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. 22 If 
I am to go on living in the body, this will mean fruitful labor for me. Yet what shall I 
choose? I do not know! 23 I am torn between the two: I desire to depart and be with 
Christ, which is better by far; 24 but it is more necessary for you that I remain in the 
body. 25 Convinced of this, I know that I will remain, and I will continue with all of 
you for your progress and joy in the faith, 26 so that through my being with you 
again your joy in Christ Jesus will overflow on account of me.  

27 Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of 
Christ. Then, whether I come and see you or only hear about you in my absence, I 
will know that you stand firm in one spirit, contending as one man for the faith of 
the gospel 

 

 
(printed on the next page of your worship folder)  
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Hear my voice when I call, O LORD;* 

 be merciful to me and answer me. 

 

Do not hide your face from me,* 

 do not turn your servant away in anger;  

 you have been my helper. 

 

Do not reject me or forsake me,* 

 O God my Savior. 

 

Refrain 

 

Though my father and mother forsake me,* 

 the LORD will receive me. 

 

I am still confident of this:* 

 I will see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living. 

 

Wait for the LORD;* 

 be strong and take heart and wait for the LORD. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

 and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Refrain 
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“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morn-
ing to hire workers for his vineyard. 2 He agreed to pay them a denarius for the day 
and sent them into his vineyard. 3 “About nine in the morning he went out and saw 
others standing in the marketplace doing nothing. 4 He told them, ‘You also go and 
work in my vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ 5 So they went. 

“He went out again about noon and about three in the afternoon and did the 
same thing. 6 About five in the afternoon he went out and found still others standing 
around. He asked them, ‘Why have you been standing here all day long doing noth-
ing?’ 7 “‘Because no one has hired us,’ they answered.  “He said to them, ‘You also 
go and work in my vineyard.’ 

8 “When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the 
workers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last ones hired and going on 
to the first.’ 9 “The workers who were hired about five in the afternoon came and 
each received a denarius. 10 So when those came who were hired first, they ex-
pected to receive more. But each one of them also received a denarius. 11 When 
they received it, they began to grumble against the landowner. 12 ‘These who were 
hired last worked only one hour,’ they said, ‘and you have made them equal to us 
who have borne the burden of the work and the heat of the day.’ 

13 “But he answered one of them, ‘I am not being unfair to you, friend. Didn’t 
you agree to work for a denarius? 14 Take your pay and go. I want to give the one 
who was hired last the same as I gave you. 15 Don’t I have the right to do what I 
want with my own money? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ 

16 “So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 

The Hymn of the Day is assigned to this day because of its rich  
content and connection to the day’s Gospel. 

 

(The children may come forward during verse 4 for the children’s devotion)
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But Jonah was greatly displeased and became angry. 2 He prayed to the 
Lord, “O Lord, is this not what I said when I was still at home? That is why I was 
so quick to flee to Tarshish. I knew that you are a gracious and compassionate 
God, slow to anger and abounding in love, a God who relents from sending ca-
lamity. 3 Now, O Lord, take away my life, for it is better for me to die than to 
live.” 4 But the Lord replied, “Have you any right to be angry?”  5 Jonah went out 
and sat down at a place east of the city. There he made himself a shelter, sat in 
its shade and waited to see what would happen to the city. 6 Then the Lord God 
provided a vine and made it grow up over Jonah to give shade for his head to 
ease his discomfort, and Jonah was very happy about the vine. 7 But at dawn the 
next day God provided a worm, which chewed the vine so that it withered.          
8 When the sun rose, God provided a scorching east wind, and the sun blazed on 
Jonah’s head so that he grew faint. He wanted to die, and said, “It would be 
better for me to die than to live.” 9 But God said to Jonah, “Do you have a right 
to be angry about the vine?” “I do,” he said. “I am angry enough to die.” 10 But 
the Lord said, “You have been concerned about this vine, though you did not 
tend it or make it grow. It sprang up overnight and died overnight. 11 But Nine-
veh has more than a hundred and twenty thousand people who cannot tell their 
right hand from their left, and many cattle as well. Should I not be concerned 
about that great city?” 
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P: Living in a world where people believe that the universe was formed through 

chance and accident, what do you believe?  
 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 
P:  Living in a world where people are confronted with the guilt and punishment of 

sin, what do you believe Jesus did for you? 
 
C: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Ho-

ly Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again 
from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 

 

P: Living in a world where people are without hope and certainty, what do you 
believe? 

  
C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life ever-
lasting. Amen. 

Thanks for visiting us today! We’d love to have a record of your visit!  
Any information you’d be willing to share would be greatly appreciated!  

 
 

Moved by God’s love in Christ, the people of Living Shepherd  
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to  
him.  To those visiting, you are our guests. While your  

gifts are welcome, please  do not feel obligated to give. 
You can also support our ministry by clicking the  

“give” button at www.LivingShepherd.com 
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We pray on behalf of this church as well as on behalf of  

God’s people throughout our nation and the world. 
 

P: O Lord, our God, you are wise and powerful, good and gracious. Your mercies 
are new every morning.  Each day you open your hand and provide for the 
needs of your children on earth.  

C:  We praise you for every grace and blessing. 
 

P:  Strengthen your Church in all the world.  Let your comforting message of salva-
tion in Jesus be proclaimed to troubled souls everywhere. 

C: Use our ministries and offerings to extend your healing and your hope. 
  
P: We bring you our requests for the various structures of our society.  Bless our 

national, state and local governments 
C: Grant us civil servants who are worthy of honor and respect.  
  
P: Grant prosperity to our businesses and industries.  Give employers a sense of 

fairness toward their workers, and employees a feeling of joy and pride in their 
workmanship. 

C: Help us find satisfaction in all work well done. 
 

P: Invigorate the schools of our land.  Give success to every effort that helps stu-
dents read, think, and communicate in ways that will promote an informed and 
responsible citizenry.  Arouse curious minds to discover the wonders of your 
creation. 

C: Give us teachers and students who pursue excellence. 
 

P: Strengthen the families of our country.  Give fathers and mothers a renewed 
commitment to be good parents.  Give children and young people the wisdom 
to regard their parents as your representatives. 

C: Lead us to love one another as you have loved us 
 

P: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions 

 
Silent Prayer 
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P: Gracious Father, we pray boldly as Jesus taught, with the confidence that you 

will hear us and with the faith that you will respond for our welfare. For it was 
your only Son who taught us to pray: 

 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  

The Lord said, “So they will put my name on [them],  
and I will bless them” [Numbers 6:27]. 

 
 
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 
C: Amen 
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We welcome everyone here today and thank you for joining us for Worship!  
We hope that you will join us again soon.  

 

We hope you can stick around after worship to join us for some treats from 
Sweets Bakery and some freshly brewed coffee! 

 

A new Bible Basics class begins this Wednesday October 11th. The class will 
be held in the café here at the Lincoln Community Center. Join us! 

Pastor Pete Zaferos 
E-mail address:  pastorzaf@gmail.com 

www.LivingShepherd.com 
Pastor’s Phone: (307) 399-9288 

Call or Text Anytime!! 


