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We’re so glad you joined us for worship today!   

-    Restrooms are located on your right and on your left immediately after you 
walk through the double doors next to the fire place. 

-   We love having children in our worship service! However, if your child be-
comes restless, the café (first door on the left past the restrooms) is a great 
place to go. You’ll even find a live audio and video feed! 

-   You are our guest! If there is something else we can help you with, please let 
any one of us know! 

-   Finally, you’ll find everything you need for worship printed in this service 
folder. Lord’s blessings on your worship! 

In today’s Gospel lesson, you’ll hear Jesus tell a story about a shrewd manager. 
The story is interesting because the conclusion is unexpected. That said, Je-
sus’ point is clear. He says, “I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain friends for 
yourselves, so that when it is gone, you will be welcomed into eternal 
dwellings.” Is that how you think to use worldly wealth? This morning we’ll 
dig into this parable and will discover an awesome blessing. Lord’s blessings 
on your worship! 

 

Dear Lord, I thank you for giving me this opportunity today to gather together 
with fellow believers to join in worship and praise. May my worship and 
meditation this day be pleasing in Your sight and be deserving of Your honor. 
Amen. 
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 God’s people long to gather together for strength from God and for mutual  
encouragement. This alternate beginning for worship is intended for use not  

only when there is a baptism but may be used on any occasion to  
remind God’s people of Baptism’s continuing blessings. 

 
P:  In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
C:  (spoken) Amen. 

 

 
P: I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of 

water and the Spirit.  
 
C: Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit.     (John 3:5,6) 
 
P: Surely we were sinful at birth, sinful from the time our mothers conceived us. 

           (Psalm 51:5) 
 
C: But we were washed, we were sanctified, we were justified in the name of 

the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.     (1 Corinthians 6:11) 
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P:  As baptized children of God, we confess our sins. 
 
C:  Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil 
and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now 
and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Je-
sus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 



5 

 

P:  Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her holy, cleansing 
her by the washing with water through the word, and to present her to himself 
as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and 
blameless (Ephesians 5:25-27). Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by 
his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son 
(+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

 
C:  (spoken) Amen. 
 

 

 
P: Lord God, you call us to work in your kingdom and leave no one standing idle. 

Help us to order our lives by your wisdom and to serve you in willing obedience; 
through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 
C: Amen. 
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Hear this, you who trample the needy and do away with the poor of the land,     
5 saying, “When will the New Moon be over that we may sell grain, and the Sabbath 
be ended that we may market wheat?”—skimping the measure, boosting the price 
and cheating with dishonest scales, 6 buying the poor with silver and the needy for a 
pair of sandals, selling even the sweepings with the wheat. 7 The LORD has sworn by 
the Pride of Jacob: “I will never forget anything they have done. 

 
(printed on the next page) 

 
But godliness with contentment is great gain. 7 For we brought nothing into the 

world, and we can take nothing out of it. 8 But if we have food and clothing, we will 
be content with that. 9 People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap 
and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruc-
tion. 10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for 
money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.  

11 But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, godliness, 
faith, love, endurance and gentleness. 12 Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold 
of the eternal life to which you were called when you made your good confession in 
the presence of many witnesses. 13 In the sight of God, who gives life to everything, 
and of Christ Jesus, who while testifying before Pontius Pilate made the good con-
fession, I charge you 14 to keep this command without spot or blame until the ap-
pearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15 which God will bring about in his own time—God, 
the blessed and only Ruler, the King of kings and Lord of lords, 16 who alone is im-
mortal and who lives in unapproachable light, whom no one has seen or can see. To 
him be honor and might forever. Amen. 
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O LORD, do not rebuke me in your anger* 
 or discipline me in your wrath. 
 
For your arrows have pierced me,* 
 and your hand has come down upon me. 
 
My guilt has overwhelmed me* 
 like a burden too heavy to bear. 
 
Refrain 
 
All my longings lie open before you, O LORD;* 
 my sighing is not hidden from you. 
 
I wait for you, O LORD;* 
 you will answer, O Lord my God. 
 
Come quickly to help me,* 
 O Lord my Savior. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
 and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Refrain 
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Jesus told his disciples: “There was a rich man whose manager was accused 
of wasting his possessions. 2 So he called him in and asked him, ‘What is this I 
hear about you? Give an account of your management, because you cannot be 
manager any longer.’  

3 “The manager said to himself, ‘What shall I do now? My master is taking 
away my job. I’m not strong enough to dig, and I’m ashamed to beg— 4 I know 
what I’ll do so that, when I lose my job here, people will welcome me into their 
houses.’  

5 “So he called in each one of his master’s debtors. He asked the first, ‘How 
much do you owe my master?’  

6 “ ‘Eight hundred gallons of olive oil,’ he replied.  
“The manager told him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it four 

hundred.’  
7 “Then he asked the second, ‘And how much do you owe?’  
“ ‘A thousand bushels of wheat,’ he replied.  
“He told him, ‘Take your bill and make it eight hundred.’  
8 “The master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted 

shrewdly. For the people of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their 
own kind than are the people of the light. 9 I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain 
friends for yourselves, so that when it is gone, you will be welcomed into eternal 
dwellings.  

10 “Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, 
and whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much. 11 So 
if you have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you 
with true riches? 12 And if you have not been trustworthy with someone else’s 
property, who will give you property of your own?  

13 “No servant can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love 
the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot 
serve both God and Money.” 
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P: Living in a world where people believe that the universe was formed through 

chance and accident, what do you believe?  
 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 
P:  Living in a world where people are confronted with the guilt and punishment of 

sin, what do you believe Jesus did for you? 
 
C: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was cruci-
fied, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again 
from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 

 

P: Living in a world where people are without hope and certainty, what do you 
believe? 

  
C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life ever-
lasting. Amen. 

 

Moved by God’s love in Christ, the people of Living Shepherd  
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks  

to him.  To those visiting, you are our guests.  
While your gifts are welcome, please  

do not feel obligated to give. 

 

Thanks for visiting us today! We’d love to have a record of your visit!  
Any information you’d be willing to share would be greatly appreciated!  
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P:  Dear friends in Christ, the people standing before you have expressed a desire to be-

come members of Living Shepherd Lutheran Church because they are fully convinced 
that God’s Word is taught in its truth and purity and that the Sacraments are adminis-
tered as instituted by Christ. I, therefore, ask you _______________, in the presence of 
God and of this congregation, “Do you acknowledge and confess the teachings of this 
church to be the true and unaltered teachings of God? And, if so, do you intend to de-
fend them as such?” If you agree, answer by saying, “I do.” 

 
New Members: I do. 
 
P:  Do you, therefore, desire to be received by us into the fellowship of this church body 

and of this congregation?  If so, answer by saying, “I do.”  
 
New Members: I do. 
 
P:  Do you intend to continue in the confession of this church, to make faithful use of the 

means of grace in worship and in Bible study, to encourage the other members here 
and be encouraged by them in various fellowship activities, and lead a God-pleasing life 
until the end?” If so, answer by saying, “I do so intend with the help of God.” 

  
New Members: I do so intend with the help of God. 
 
P: Upon these, your promises, I, in the name of this congregation extend to you the right 

hand of fellowship in love and acknowledge you as members of our church. We publicly 
affirm our invitation to you to join us at the reception of the Lord’s Supper, and to par-
ticipate in all the other blessings offered to you by the hand of God through the ministry 
of Living Shepherd Lutheran Church, in the name of the Father, and of the Son †, and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

 
P:  Fellow members of Living Shepherd, _____________ are now a part of this gathering of 

believers.  As their brothers and sisters in Christ, do you intend to support and encour-
age them as they walk with us and join in our mission to know Christ and make him 
known?  If so, answer by saying, “We do so intend with the help of God.”  

  
Members: We do so intend with the help of God. 
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 We pray on behalf of this church as well as on behalf of  
God’s people throughout our nation and the world. 

P: O Lord, our God, you are wise and powerful, good and gracious. Your mercies 
are new every morning. Each day you open your hand and provide for the 
needs of your children on earth.  

C:  We praise you for every grace and blessing. 
 

P:  Strengthen your Church in all the world. Let your comforting message of salva-
tion in Jesus be proclaimed to troubled souls everywhere. 

C: Use our ministries and offerings to extend your healing and your hope. 
  
P: We bring you our requests for the various structures of our society. Bless our 

national, state and local governments. 
C: Grant us civil servants who are worthy of honor and respect.  
  
P: Grant prosperity to our businesses and industries. Give employers a sense of 

fairness toward their workers, and employees a feeling of joy and pride in their 
workmanship. 

C: Help us find satisfaction in all work well done. 
 

P: Invigorate the schools of our land. Give success to every effort that helps stu-
dents read, think, and communicate in ways that will promote an informed and 
responsible citizenry. Arouse curious minds to discover the wonders of your 
creation. 

C: Give us teachers and students who pursue excellence. 
 

P: Strengthen the families of our country. Give fathers and mothers a renewed 
commitment to be good parents. Give children and young people the wisdom 
to regard their parents as your representatives. 

C: Lead us to love one another as you have loved us. 
 

P: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 
 Silent Prayer 
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P: Gracious Father, we pray boldly as Jesus taught, with the confidence that you 
will hear us and with the faith that you will respond for our welfare. For it was 
your only Son who taught us to pray: 

 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  
The Lord said, “So they will put my name on [them],  

and I will bless them” [Numbers 6:27]. 

 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

 
C: Amen 

(printed on the next page) 
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Pastor Pete Zaferos 
E-mail address:  pastorzaf@gmail.com 

www.LivingShepherd.com 
Pastor’s Phone: (307) 399-9288 

Call or Text Anytime!! 

We welcome everyone here today and thank you for joining us for 
Worship!  We hope that you will join us again soon.    

 

We hope you can stick around after worship to join us for some treats 
from Sweets Bakery and some freshly brewed coffee from Coal Creek! 

 

Bible Study and Sunday School continue after worship today! Plan on 
these opportunities to study God’s Word lasting 20-30 minutes. We hope 
you can join us! 

 

Another round of Bible Basics is almost upon us! We are planning to 
start sometime the first week of October. If you or anyone you know is in-
terested in either the Basics of Christian Teaching class or the Basics of 
Christian Living class, please let me know! More info to come! 


