
  

 

Advent Series 
Living Shepherd Lutheran Church 

365 W. Grand Ave Laramie, WY 
December 4, 2016  



2 

 

We’re so glad you joined us for worship today!   

-    Restrooms are located on your right and on your left immediately after you walk 
through the double doors next to the fire place. 

-   We love having children in our worship service! However, if your child becomes 
restless, the café (first door on the left past the restrooms) is a great place to 
regroup and grab a cup of coffee. 

-   You are our guest! If there is something else we can help you with, please let 
any one of us know! 

-   Finally, you’ll find everything you need for worship printed in this service folder. 
Lord’s blessings on your worship! 

Today is the second Sunday in the Advent Season. (“Advent” is from a Latin word 
which means, “coming.”) During Advent we put ourselves into the shoes of the 
Old Testament believers and try to imagine what it would be like to wait for the 
promised Messiah. (That’s why during Advent all our readings come from the 
Old Testament, one from each of the three sections of the OT, just like they did 
in the synagogue.) This year we’ll consider several of the mountains which 
played a part in God’s saving work, traveling from mountains to manger. Today, 
we focus on Mt. Moriah, a mountain on which God taught an important lesson.      

 

 

Lord Jesus, in humility You came to this earth, to bring life to us humans. Use Your 
word to bring me life today. Fill me with appreciation for Your goodness and 
Your grace as I see Your humility, winning life for me. Bless my worship, O Sav-
ior!  Amen.  
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 The refrain printed below is sung twice then again  
following each phrase sung by the pastor

 

Please Stand 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
P: By the light of his glory we… 
 
 God has done great things so… 
 
 Reap the harvest of justice, and… 
 
 Oh make ready his way, and… 
 
 Clear a path, for soon he will… 
 
 All shall see God’s salvation and… 

 

The name of the triune God and the sign of the cross  
remind worshipers of their baptisms. 

 
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
C: Amen. 
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 P: “Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall.” (Proverbs 16:18) 
God calls us to be humble; we struggle to do so.  We confess: 

 
C: Forgive me, Lord, for I have failed to be humble.  In pride I have questioned 

Your Word and Your will.  I deserve punishment.  Have mercy on me, O God!   

 
The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ gave to his church on earth:  

To forgive the sins of penitent sinners.”  For further information see: John 20:21-23  
Also see Luther’s Small Catechism, “The Use of the Keys and Confession.”  

 
P: God, our Heavenly Father has been merciful to us. Jesus laid aside His glory, 

making Himself “nothing,” going to the cross to pay for your sins. Because of 
Jesus, your sins are forgiven, you are at peace with God!  

 

C: Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good!      
 
P: We rejoice in the first coming of our Savior Jesus; we look forward to His com-

ing again.  With all believers we sing,  
 
(The refrain is sung twice by the congregation) 
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P: Let us pray.   
 
 Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only Son. By his coming 

give us strength in our conflicts and shed light on our path through the darkness 
of this world; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
C: Amen 

 

 
 

 
“Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, "Abraham!" "Here I am," 

he replied. 2Then God said, "Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you love, 
and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on one of the 
mountains I will tell you about."  

3Early the next morning Abraham got up and saddled his donkey. He took with 
him two of his servants and his son Isaac. When he had cut enough wood for the 
burnt offering, he set out for the place God had told him about. 4On the third day 
Abraham looked up and saw the place in the distance. 5He said to his servants, 
"Stay here with the donkey while I and the boy go over there. We will worship and 
then we will come back to you." 6Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and 
placed it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife.  

As the two of them went on together, 7Isaac spoke up and said to his father 
Abraham, "Father?" "Yes, my son?" Abraham replied. "The fire and wood are here," 
Isaac said, "but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?" 8Abraham answered, 
"God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son." And the two of 
them went on together. 9When they reached the place God had told him about, 
Abraham built an altar there and arranged the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac 
and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10Then he reached out his hand and 
took the knife to slay his son.  
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11But the angel of the LORD called out to him from heaven, "Abraham! Abra-
ham!" "Here I am," he replied. 12"Do not lay a hand on the boy," he said. "Do not do 
anything to him. Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld 
from me your son, your only son." 13Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he 
saw a ram caught by its horns. He went over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a 
burnt offering instead of his son. 14So Abraham called that place The LORD Will Pro-
vide. And to this day it is said, ‘On the mountain of the LORD it will be provided.’" 

 
b (printed on the next page) 

He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar with 
suffering. Like one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we es-
teemed him not. 4Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we 
considered him stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted. 5But he was pierced 
for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that 
brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed. 6We all, like 
sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the LORD has 
laid on him the iniquity of us all. 7He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not 
open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her 
shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth. 8By oppression and judgment he 
was taken away. And who can speak of his descendants? For he was cut off from 
the land of the living; for the transgression of my people he was stricken. 9He was 
assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death, though he had 
done no violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth. 10Yet it was the Lord's will to 
crush him and cause him to suffer, and though the LORD makes his life a guilt offer-
ing, he will see his offspring and prolong his days, and the will of the LORD will pros-
per in his hand.  11After the suffering of his soul, he will see the light of life and be 
satisfied; by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, and he will bear 
their iniquities. 12Therefore I will give him a portion among the great, and he will 
divide the spoils with the strong, because he poured out his life unto death, and was 
numbered with the transgressors. For he bore the sin of many, and made interces-
sion for the transgressors. 



7 
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 The Hymn of the Day is assigned to this day because of its rich  
content and connection to the day’s Gospel. 

 

(The children may come forward during verse 4 for the children’s devotion) 
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We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made.  For us 
and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spir-
it and the virgin Mary, and became fully human.  For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose 
again in accordance with the Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is seated 
at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and 
the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Fa-

ther and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glo-
rified, who has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian* 
and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
*The original text here reads “catholic,” a word meaning “universal.” The Church consists of all believers in heaven 
and on earth, of every time in history. 

 

Moved by God’s love in Christ, the people of Living Shepherd  
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks  

to him.  To those visiting, you are our guests.  
While your gifts are welcome, please  

do not feel obligated to give. 

 
Thanks for visiting us today! We’d love to have a record of your visit!  

Any information you’d be willing to share would be greatly appreciated!  
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 We pray on behalf of this church as well as on behalf of  
God’s people throughout our nation and the world. 

 

P: Eternal Father, throughout the centuries you repeated and affirmed your 
promise to send the offspring of the woman to crush the serpent’s head. 
Through your prophets of old, you continually directed the eyes of your peo-
ple to the advent of their Savior. 

 
C: We praise you, O Lord, for keeping your promise and sending your Son to 

destroy the works of the devil. 
 
P: As we prepare to celebrate the birth of our King, use your mighty Word to 

shatter our pride and to rouse us from spiritual slumber and apathy. 
 
C: Move us to take to heart the words of John: “Repent, for the kingdom of 

heaven is near.” 
 
P: You sent your Son to redeem us from sin. Let this good news be our joy and 

strength. Use it to cheer the lonely, encourage the fearful, and give hope to 
the despairing. In these days before Christmas, spare us from the stress of 
deadlines and the frenzy of commercialism. 

 
C: Fill our lives with the message of your peace and the music of your grace. 
 
P: Direct our eyes not only to the manger but also to the skies, where we will 

see your Son coming again, not as a lowly child but as the Lord of lords. 
 
C: Lift up our hearts in joyful anticipation of that day. 
 
Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 
 
P: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 
Silent prayer. 
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P: Come quickly, Lord Jesus, in your grace, in your power, and in your glory. 
 
C: Come, Lord Jesus! Amen. 
 
P: Gracious Father, we pray boldly as your Son taught, with the confidence that 

you will hear us and with the faith that you will respond for our welfare. For it 
was your only Son who taught us to pray: 

 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

The words of the Preface mark the beginning of the Sacrament section of the service  
and lift the worshipers’ hearts in praise. The opening sentences  

are among the oldest in the Christian liturgy. 

 
P: The Lord be with you. 
 
C:   
 
 
P:  Lift up your hearts. 
 
C:   
 
 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 
C:   
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P: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 
thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared when he called people to re-
pentance and pointed to Jesus as the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of 
the world. Therefore with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise 
your holy name and join their glorious song: 

 

Sanctus means “holy.” Used possibly as early as the second century, this canticle  
was in wide use among Christians in worship by the fourteenth century.   
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 As he speaks the Words of Institution, the minister both proclaims the words of  
Jesus to the congregation and sets apart the bread and wine for the Lord’s use.  

The sign of the cross reminds us of Christ's death. 

 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 
my (+) body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 
P: Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying,  “Drink from it, all 

of you; this is my (+) blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for 
the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”   

 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 
C:  
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 Jesus is God’s Lamb [Agnus Dei], who was offered as a sacrifice for sin once for all. 

The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately  
with Christ and with one another as Christians who are united around a common  
confession of faith. In light of our Lord’s clear warning concerning His Holy Supper 
in 1 Corinthians 11:27-29, we ask you take the opportunity to join us in studying  

what our God has to say concerning this Holy Supper prior to communing.   
If you wish to come forward at the direction of our usher and have not yet  

declared fellowship with us, you may do so and will receive a blessing. 
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 The Nunc Dimittis [“Now dismiss”] is also known as the “Song of Simeon.”  
Through God’s Word and Sacrament, we have seen Jesus Christ, and like  

Simeon we find divine peace and comfort through faith in the Savior. 

THANKSGIVING 
 

P: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good 
 
C:  
 
 
P: We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you 

have given us to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift you have 
fed our faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit 
help us to live as your holy people until that day when you will receive us as 
your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 
C:  
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P: The Lord bless you and keep you and come...  
C: (sing refrain) 
 
P: Make his face shine upon you and come... 
C: (sing refrain) 
 
P: Cover you with His peace and come... 
C: (refrain will be sung twice) 

(printed on the next page) 
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Scripture taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®.  NIV®. 
Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. 

Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House.  All rights reserved. 
 

Order of service is a combination of Christian Worship Supplement Divine Service II and  
© 2008 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  

 
Advent Gathering Song. Copyright © 1995 by GIA Publications Inc 

 
Psalm Refrain Tune: Steven Warner. © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com.  

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
  

All music printed with permission by  
OneLicense.net License Number A-721545 & CCLI License Number 11269453 

 
Artwork by Ian Welch — 2010 Graduate of Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary 

 
Living Shepherd Logo by Rachel Westra — Westra Design 



We welcome everyone here today and thank you for joining us for 
Worship!  We hope that you will join us again soon.    

 

We hope you can stick around after worship to join us for some treats 
from Sweets Bakery and some freshly brewed coffee! 

 

Bible Study and Sunday School continue after worship today! Plan on 
these opportunities to study God’s Word lasting 20-30 minutes. We hope 
you can join us! 

Pastor Pete Zaferos 
E-mail address:  pastorzaf@gmail.com 

www.LivingShepherd.com 
Pastor’s Phone: (307) 399-9288 

Call or Text Anytime!! 


