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We’re so glad you joined us for worship today!   

-    Restrooms are located on your right and on your left immediately after you walk 
through the double doors next to the fire place. 

-   We love having children in our worship service! However, if your child becomes 
restless, the café (first door on the left past the restrooms) is a great place to 
regroup and grab a cup of coffee. 

-   You are our guest! If there is something else we can help you with, please let 
any one of us know! 

-   Finally, you’ll find everything you need for worship printed in this service folder. 
Lord’s blessings on your worship! 

Baptism is such a wonderful blessing for Christians! In baptism, God clothes you 
with Jesus’ righteousness—he puts his name on you as you’re baptized into the 
family of the Triune God—he cleanses your of the sin that has stained you since 
conception. Baptism is such a wonderful blessing! ...for us! And it’s a wonderful 
blessing for us because we need it. But Jesus didn’t need any of these blessings. 
He was perfectly righteous his who life. He was already God’s Son. He had no sin 
to be cleansed. So why would Jesus want to be baptized? This morning we find 
out! Lord’s blessings on your worship today! 

 
Lord Jesus, in humility You came to this earth, to bring life to us humans.  Use Your 

word to bring me life today. Fill me with appreciation for Your goodness and 
Your grace as I see Your humility, winning life for me.  Bless my worship, O Sav-
ior!  Amen.  
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The name of the triune God and the sign of the cross  

remind worshipers of their baptisms. 

 
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
C: Amen. 

 
P: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking 

him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 
 
C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.  

For faithless worrying and selfish pride,  
For sins of habit and sins of choice, 
For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,  
You should cast me away from your presence forever.  
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.  

The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ gave to his church on earth: to  
forgive the sins of penitent sinners.”  For further information see: John 20:21-23.  

Also see Luther’s Small Catechism, “The Use of the Keys and Confession.”  

 
P: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God 

made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of 
Christ through his called servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son (+) and  of the Holy Spirit.  

 
C: Amen. 
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Christians praise God by proclaiming the great things he has done 
to accomplish our rescue from sin. “Glory to God in the Highest” 

has been a Christian song of worship since the fourth century 
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P: Father in heaven, at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan you proclaimed 

him your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Keep us who are 
baptized into Christ faithful in our calling as your children and make us heirs 
with him of everlasting life; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 
C: Amen. 

 

Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I delight; I will put my Spir-
it on him and he will bring justice to the nations. 2He will not shout or cry out, or raise his 
voice in the streets. 3A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he will not 
snuff out. In faithfulness he will bring forth justice; 4he will not falter or be discouraged till 
he establishes justice on earth. In his law the islands will put their hope.” 5This is what God 
the Lord says— he who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the 
earth and all that comes out of it, who gives breath to its people, and life to those who walk 
on it: 6“I, the Lord, have called you in righteousness; I will take hold of your hand. I will 
keep you and will make you to be a covenant for the people and a light for the Gentiles, 7to 
open eyes that are blind, to free captives from prison and to release from the dungeon 
those who sit in darkness. 8“I am the Lord; that is my name! I will not give my glory to an-
other or my praise to idols. 9See, the former things have taken place, and new things I de-
clare; before they spring into being I announce them to you.” 10Sing to the Lord a new 
song, his praise from the ends of the earth, you who go down to the sea, and all that is in it, 
you islands, and all who live in them. 11Let the desert and its towns raise their voices; let the 
settlements where Kedar lives rejoice. Let the people of Sela sing for joy; let them shout 
from the mountaintops. 12Let them give glory to the Lord and proclaim his praise in the 
islands. 13The Lord will march out like a mighty man, like a warrior he will stir up his zeal; 
with a shout he will raise the battle cry and will triumph over his enemies. 14“For a long time 
I have kept silent, I have been quiet and held myself back. But now, like a woman in child-
birth, I cry out, I gasp and pant. 

 
(printed on the next page) 
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I will sing of the LORD’S great love forever;* 
I will make your faithfulness known through all generations. 

 
I will declare that your love stands firm forever,* 

that you established your faithfulness in heaven itself. 
 
The heavens praise your wonders, O LORD,* 

your faithfulness too, in the assembly of the holy ones. 
 
Refrain 
 
O LORD God Almighty, who is like you?* 

You are mighty, O LORD, and your faithfulness surrounds you. 
 
Blessed are those who have learned to acclaim you,* 

who walk in the light of your presence, O LORD. 
 

They rejoice in your name all day long;* 
they exult in your righteousness. 

 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Refrain 

 
Refrain Tune: Steven Warner. © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. All 
rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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 34 Then Peter began to speak: “I now realize how true it is that God does not 
show favoritism 35 but accepts men from every nation who fear him and do what is 
right. 36 You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, telling the good 
news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. 37 You know what has hap-
pened throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John 
preached— 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, 
and how he went around doing good and healing all who were under the power of 
the devil, because God was with him.  

39 “We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and in Jeru-
salem. They killed him by hanging him on a tree, 40 but God raised him from the 
dead on the third day and caused him to be seen. 41 He was not seen by all the peo-
ple, but by witnesses whom God had already chosen—by us who ate and drank with 
him after he rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to the people and 
to testify that he is the one whom God appointed as judge of the living and the 
dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him re-
ceives forgiveness of sins through his name.”  

44 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who 
heard the message. 45 The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were 
astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles. 
46 For they heard them speaking in tongues and praising God. Then Peter said, 47 

“Can anyone keep these people from being baptized with water? They have re-
ceived the Holy Spirit just as we have.” 48 So he ordered that they be baptized in the 
name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked Peter to stay with them for a few days.  

 
 

(printed on the next page)

(The children may come forward during verse 4 for the children’s devotion) 
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13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. 14 But 
John tried to deter him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come 
to me?” 15 Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill 
all righteousness.” Then John consented. 16 As soon as Jesus was baptized, he 
went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the 
Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on him. 17 And a voice from 
heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”  
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P: Living in a world where people believe that the universe was formed through 

chance and accident, what do you believe?  
  
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  
P:  Living in a world where people are confronted with the guilt and punishment of 

sin, what do you believe Jesus did for you? 
  
C: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Ho-

ly Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again 
from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 

  

P: Living in a world where people are without hope and certainty, what do you 
believe? 

  
C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life ever-
lasting. Amen. 

Thanks for visiting us today! We’d love to have a record of your visit!  
Any information you’d be willing to share would be greatly appreciated!  

 
 

Moved by God’s love in Christ, the people of Living Shepherd  
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to  
him.  To those visiting, you are our guests. While your  

gifts are welcome, please  do not feel obligated to give. 
You can also support our ministry by clicking the  

“give” button at www.LivingShepherd.com 
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We pray on behalf of this church as well as on behalf of  

God’s people throughout our nation and the world. 

 
P: Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God and Mary’s son, in the fullness of time you came 

into our world to save us from sin and death: 
 
C:  You ushered in the day of grace so long foretold. 
 
P: Beloved Son of the Father, revered by the Magi, baptized by John, you came 

preaching and teaching, healing and comforting, forgiving and encouraging: 
 
C:  You brought the light of life to those walking in darkness, and the joy of salva-

tion to those doomed to death. 
 
P: Prince of peace, shine like a beacon for us and the people of our world. Let the 

good news of salvation be heard in the remotest corners of the earth. Open our 
own lips to speak your name to those around us who still live without faith or 
hope: 

 
C:  Arouse us and our missionaries to flood the world with the light of your gos-

pel. 
 
P: Lord of the Church, let your peace rule our hearts that we may use our gifts to 

serve you and each other in willing gratitude and joy. Watch over our loved 
ones near and far, that they may remember your love and rejoice in your salva-
tion. Strengthen the faith of the sick and the disheartened. Give hope to those 
in despair and comfort those who mourn: 

 
C:  Be gracious to all and lead us to reflect your love in everything we say and do. 
 
Special prayers and intercessions may follow 
 
P: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 
Silent prayer 
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P: Finally, bring us and all your believers to the heavenly home where we will 

stand in the full light of your glory and with all your saints and angels sing the 
everlasting song of triumph. 

 
 Gracious Father, we pray boldly as Jesus taught, with the confidence that you 

will hear us and with the faith that you will respond for our welfare. For it was 
your only Son who taught us to pray: 

 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  
The Lord said, “So they will put my name on [them],  

and I will bless them” [Numbers 6:27]. 

 
 
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 
C: Amen 

(printed on the next page in your worship folder) 

Scripture taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®.  NIV®. 
Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. 

Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House.  All rights reserved. 
 

All music printed with permission by  
OneLicense.net License Number A-721545 & CCLI License Number 11269453 

 
Artwork by Ian Welch — 2010 Graduate of Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary 

© 2014 Ian M. Welch. All Rights Reserved. paramentics.com 
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We welcome everyone here today and thank you for joining us for worship!  
We hope that you will join us again soon.  

 

We hope you can stick around after worship to join us for some treats from 
Sweets Bakery and some freshly brewed coffee! 

 

A new Bible study will begin next Sunday at 9 AM. This 8-week study is called 
“Idols We Never Knew We Had.” Join us for some extra time in God’s Word!

Thanks to those who helped set up for worship today! Next week, the Mer-
seal, Hoffer, and Davis families are on for set up. Set up starts at 8:30 AM. 

Pastor Pete Zaferos 
E-mail address:  pastorzaf@gmail.com 

www.LivingShepherd.com 
Pastor’s Phone: (307) 399-9288 

Call or Text Anytime!! 


