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We’re so glad you joined us for worship today!   

-    Restrooms are located on your right and on your left immediately after you walk 
through the double doors next to the fire place. 

-   We love having children in our worship service! However, if your child becomes 
restless, the café (first door on the left past the restrooms) is a great place to 
regroup and grab a cup of coffee. 

-   You are our guest! If there is something else we can help you with, please let 
any one of us know! 

-   Finally, you’ll find everything you need for worship printed in this service folder. 
Lord’s blessings on your worship! 

12 days after Christmas every year, for centuries, the Christian Church has remem-
bered how the Magi came from a foreign land to worship Jesus who was only 
about a year old. The church commemorates this part of Jesus’ life because it 
reminds us that Jesus appeared not only with salvation for the Jewish people, 
but he appeared also for non-Jews like you and me. Today we’ll see that lesson 
applied in the life and ministry of the Apostle Peter. 

 

Lord, in love you gave me your perfect Word.  Lead me to see the importance of 
your Word in my life.  Through your Word, lead me to see my own imperfection, 
but also lead me to see your perfect love for me.  Bless my worship this morn-
ing!  In Jesus name I pray.  Amen.   
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 “The Common Service” is a version of the historic liturgy of the Christian church.  
It became the service commonly used by English-speaking Lutherans in America  
and appeared as “The Order of the Holy Communion” in The Lutheran Hymnal.  

The present revision may be used either with or without the sacrament. 

printed on pages 20 and 21

 

The name of the triune God and the sign of the cross  
remind worshipers of their baptisms. 

 
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
 
C: 

 
P: Brothers and sisters in Christ, let us draw near with a true heart and confess our 

sins to God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant 
us forgiveness.  

 
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil 
and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now 
and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Je-
sus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
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 Kyrie is the Greek word for Lord.  The expression “Lord have mercy” is  
one of the oldest worship responses in the Christian church. 

The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ gave to his church on earth:  
To forgive the sins of penitent sinners.”  For further information see: John 20:21-23.  

Also see Luther’s Small Catechism, “The Use of the Keys and Confession.” 

 
P: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to 

be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and 
by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.  

 
 
C: 

 
P: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord! 
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 Christians praise God by proclaiming the great things he has done to accomplish  
our rescue from sin. “Glory to God in the Highest” has been a  

Christian song of worship since the fourth century. 
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 This greeting has deep roots in Christian worship and marks the beginning  
of the Word section and the Sacrament section of the service. 

 
P: The Lord be with you. 
 
C:  

 
P: Let us pray. 
 
 Father in heaven, at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan you proclaimed him 

your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Keep us who are bap-
tized into Christ faithful in our calling as your children and make us heirs with him 
of everlasting life; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 
C:  

 

“Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I delight; I will put 
my Spirit on him and he will bring justice to the nations. 2 He will not shout or cry 
out, or raise his voice in the streets. 3 A bruised reed he will not break, and a smol-
dering wick he will not snuff out.  
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In faithfulness he will bring forth justice; 4 he will not falter or be discouraged till 
he establishes justice on earth. In his law the islands will put their hope.” 5 This is 
what God the Lord says—he who created the heavens and stretched them out, 
who spread out the earth and all that comes out of it, who gives breath to its peo-
ple, and life to those who walk on it: 6 “I, the Lord, have called you in righteousness; 
I will take hold of your hand. I will keep you and will make you to be a covenant for 
the people and a light for the Gentiles, 7 to open eyes that are blind, to free captives 
from prison and to release from the dungeon those who sit in darkness. 

 
(printed on page 22 in your service folder) 

 

Then Peter began to speak: “I now realize how true it is that God does not show 
favoritism 35 but accepts from every nation the one who fears him and does what is 
right. 36 You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, announcing the 
good news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. 37 You know what has 
happened throughout the province of Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism 
that John preached—38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and 
power, and how he went around doing good and healing all who were under the 
power of the devil, because God was with him. 
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P: Alleluia. You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased. Alleluia. 

(Mark 1:11b)  
 

After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings: 

Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. 14 But John 
tried to deter him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?”  

15 Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all right-
eousness.” Then John consented.  

16 As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment 
heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and 
lighting on him. 17 And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with 
him I am well pleased.” 
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We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made.  For us 
and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spir-
it and the virgin Mary, and became fully human.  For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose 
again in accordance with the Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is seated 
at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and 
the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Fa-

ther and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glo-
rified, who has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian* 
and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
*The original text here reads “catholic,” a word meaning “universal.” The Church consists of all believers in heaven 
and on earth, of every time in history. 
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(The children may come forward during verse 4 for the children’s devotion) 
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 This sung prayer is a fitting request to our  
God after hearing the His Word 

 

Moved by God’s love in Christ, the people of Living Shepherd  
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks  

to him.  To those visiting, you are our guests.  
While your gifts are welcome, please  

do not feel obligated to give. 

Thanks for visiting us today! We’d love to have a record of your visit!  
Any information you’d be willing to share would be greatly appreciated!  
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 We pray on behalf of this church as well as on behalf of  
God’s people throughout our nation and the world. 

 
P: Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God and Mary’s son, in the fullness of time you came 

into our world to save us from sin and death: 
 
C:  You ushered in the day of grace so long foretold. 
 
P: Beloved Son of the Father, revered by the Magi, baptized by John, you came 

preaching and teaching, healing and comforting, forgiving and encouraging: 
 
C:  You brought the light of life to those walking in darkness, and the joy of salva-

tion to those doomed to death. 
 
P: Prince of peace, shine like a beacon for us and the people of our world. Let the 

good news of salvation be heard in the remotest corners of the earth. Open our 
own lips to speak your name to those around us who still live without faith or 
hope: 

 
C:  Arouse us and our missionaries to flood the world with the light of your gos-

pel. 
 
P: Lord of the Church, let your peace rule our hearts that we may use our gifts to 

serve you and each other in willing gratitude and joy. Watch over our loved 
ones near and far, that they may remember your love and rejoice in your salva-
tion. Strengthen the faith of the sick and the disheartened. Give hope to those 
in despair and comfort those who mourn: 

 
C:  Be gracious to all and lead us to reflect your love in everything we say and do. 
 
Special prayers and intercessions may follow 
 
P: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 
Silent prayer 
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P: Finally, bring us and all your believers to the heavenly home where we will 
stand in the full light of your glory and with all your saints and angels sing the 
everlasting song of triumph. Gracious Father, we pray boldly as Jesus taught, 
with the confidence that you will hear us and with the faith that you will re-
spond for our welfare. For it was your only Son who taught us to pray: 

 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

The words of the Preface mark the beginning of the Sacrament section of the service 
and lift the worshipers’ hearts in praise. The opening sentences  

are among the oldest in the Christian liturgy. 

 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C:   

 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C:   

 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:   

 
P: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 

thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord who lived among us as a human being and revealed his glory as your 
only Son, full of grace and truth. Therefore with all the saints on earth and hosts 
of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 
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 Sanctus means “holy.” Used possibly as early as the second century, this canticle  
was in wide use among Christians in worship by the fourteenth century.   
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 Jesus took bread and gave thanks [Matthew 26:26]. 
 

P: Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for 
sending your Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love 
through which he has ransomed us from sin, death, and the devil’s power. By 
his incarnation, he became one with us. By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy 
will. By his innocent death, he overcame hell. By his rising from the grave, he 
opened heaven. Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we ap-
proach your table with repentant and joyful hearts. Strengthen us through 
Christ’s body and blood, and preserve us in the true faith until we feast with 
him and all his ransomed people in glory everlasting. 

 
C: Amen.  

 

As he speaks the Words of Institution, the minister both proclaims the words of Jesus 
to the congregation and sets apart the bread and wine for the Lord’s use.  

The sign of the cross reminds us of Christ's death. 

 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he 

had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; 
this is my (+) body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 
 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, 

all of you; this is my (+) blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you 
for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of 
me.”   

 
 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 
C: 
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 Jesus is God’s Lamb [Agnus Dei], who was offered as a sacrifice for sin once for all. 
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 The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately  
with Christ and with one another as Christians who are united around a common  
confession of faith. In light of our Lord’s clear warning concerning His Holy Supper 
in 1 Corinthians 11:27-29, we ask you take the opportunity to join us in studying  

what our God has to say concerning this Holy Supper prior to communing.   
If you wish to come forward at the direction of our usher and have not yet  

declared fellowship with us, you may do so and will receive a blessing. 

 

The Nunc Dimittis [“Now dismiss”] is also known as the “Song of Simeon.”  
Through God’s Word and Sacrament, we have seen Jesus Christ, and like  

Simeon we find divine peace and comfort through faith in the Savior. 
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P: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good 
 
C:   
 
 
 
P: We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you 

have given us to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift you have 
fed our faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit 
help us to live as your holy people until that day when you will receive us as 
your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 
C:  
 
 

 

The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  
The Lord said, “So they will put my name on [them],  

and I will bless them” [Numbers 6:27]. 

 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

 
C: 
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My heart is stirred by a noble theme* 
 as I recite my verses for the King. 
 
You are the most excellent of men,* 
 and your lips have been anointed with grace. 
 
Gird your sword upon your side, O Mighty One;* 
 clothe yourself with splendor and majesty. 
 
In your majesty ride forth victoriously;* 
 let your right hand display awesome deeds. 
 
Refrain 
 
Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever;* 
 a scepter of justice will be the scepter of your kingdom. 
 
You love righteousness and hate wickedness;* 
 therefore God has anointed you with the oil of joy. 
 
I will perpetuate your memory through all generations;* 
 therefore the nations will praise you for ever and ever. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
 and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Refrain 
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Scripture taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®.  NIV®. 
Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. 

Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House.  All rights reserved. 
 

Order of Service is CW Common Service 
© 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission 

 
Refrain Tune: Kermit G. Moldenhauer. © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer  

(admin. Northwestern Publishing House). All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 

All music printed with permission by  
OneLicense.net License Number A-721545 & CCLI License Number 11269453 

 
Artwork by Ian Welch — 2010 Graduate of Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary 

© 2014 Ian M. Welch. All Rights Reserved. paramentics.com 
 

Living Shepherd Logo by Rachel Westra — Westra Design 



We welcome everyone here today and thank you for joining us for 
Worship!  We hope that you will join us again soon.    

 

We hope you can stick around after worship to join us for some treats 
from Sweets Bakery and some freshly brewed coffee! 

Pastor Pete Zaferos 
E-mail address:  pastorzaf@gmail.com 

www.LivingShepherd.com 
Pastor’s Phone: (307) 399-9288 

Call or Text Anytime!! 


