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We’re so glad you joined us for worship today!   

-    Restrooms are located on your right and on your left immediately after you walk 
through the double doors next to the fire place. 

-   We love having children in our worship service! However, if your child becomes 
restless, the café (first door on the left past the restrooms) is a great place to 
regroup and grab a cup of coffee. 

-   You are our guest! If there is something else we can help you with, please let an 
usher know 

-   Finally, you’ll find everything you need for worship printed in this service folder. 
Lord’s blessings on your worship! 

What is death able to do? It’s able to hold onto us. Isn’t it? I don’t know about you, 
but I don’t know anyone who has died and then escaped death’s grip. Death is 
able to hold onto us. But death was not able to hold onto Jesus. And that fact is 
a life changer! This morning we’ll see why death was unable to hold onto Jesus 
and will revel in the impact this has on what death is able to do to us. Lord’s 
blessings on your worship this morning! 

 
O Risen Savior, fill me with Easter joy!  Use the message that the tomb is empty to 

fill my heart with joy and peace.  Walk with me today and each day of my life, 
that I might walk in the joy of the salvation you won for me!  In Your name I 
pray.  Amen. 



3 

 
 

(verses 1-4)
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 The name of the triune God and the sign of the cross  
remind worshipers of their baptisms. 

 
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
C: Amen. 

The following confession and announcement of forgiveness  
makes use of language from  Acts 10, 1 Peter 1 and John 20 

 
P: In his great mercy, God has given us new birth into a living hope through the res-

urrection of Jesus Christ. Therefore, let us approach him with humble confidence 
to confess our sins and seek his forgiveness.  

 
C: God my heavenly Father, I know that you are just and true. I confess that I have 

found pleasure in what perishes, sought joy in what spoils, and have put faith in 
what fades away, rather than the rock solid truth of your Word. I have not al-
ways believed, but have fallen into doubt of your great promises. Teach me to 
see with the eyes of faith your pierced hands and feet and wounded side. Lead 
me to believe the witnesses of your resurrection. Forgive my sins, shield me by 
your power, and prove my faith genuine to your praise and glory. 

The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ gave to his church on earth: to  
forgive the sins of penitent sinners.”  For further information see: John 20:21-23.  

Also see Luther’s Small Catechism, “The Use of the Keys and Confession.”  

 
P: Jesus Christ is the judge of the living and the dead. Men killed him by hanging him 

on a tree, but God raised him from the dead on the third day and caused him to 
be seen by many witnesses. He has sent his Holy Spirit and promises his church, 
“If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven.” Therefore, as a called servant 
of Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit. Peace be with you!  

 
C: Amen. 
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P:  O risen Lord, you came to your disciples and took away their fears with your 

word of peace. Come to us also by your Word and sacrament, and banish our 
fears with the comforting assurance of your abiding presence; for you live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
C: Amen. (spoken)  

 

 

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he 
has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead, 4 and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade—kept in 
heaven for you, 5 who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of 
the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In this you greatly re-
joice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of 
trials. 7 These have come so that your faith—of greater worth than gold, which per-
ishes even though refined by fire—may be proved genuine and may result in praise, 
glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Though you have not seen him, you 
love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled 
with an inexpressible and glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the goal of your faith, 
the salvation of your souls. 

(found on page 14 in your service folder) 

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, 
with the doors locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, “Peace be with you!” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. 
The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.  
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21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending 
you.” 22 And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If 
you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are 
not forgiven.”  

24 Now Thomas (called Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples 
when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!”  

But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger 
where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe it.”  

26 A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with 
them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
“Peace be with you!” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my 
hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.”  

28 Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!”  
29 Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed 

are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”  
30 Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which 

are not recorded in this book. 31 But these are written that you may believe that Je-
sus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his 
name. 
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(verses 5-9)
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a,22-32

 
Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the 

crowd:  
22 “Men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by 

God to you by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through 
him, as you yourselves know. 23 This man was handed over to you by God’s set 
purpose and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put him to 
death by nailing him to the cross. 24 But God raised him from the dead, freeing 
him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its 
hold on him. 25 David said about him:  

“ ‘I saw the Lord always before me. Because he is at my right hand, I will not 
be shaken. 26Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; my body also 
will live in hope, 27because you will not abandon me to the grave, nor will you let 
your Holy One see decay. 28You have made known to me the paths of life; you 
will fill me with joy in your presence.’ 

29 “Brothers, I can tell you confidently that the patriarch David died and was 
buried, and his tomb is here to this day. 30 But he was a prophet and knew that 
God had promised him on oath that he would place one of his descendants on 
his throne. 31 Seeing what was ahead, he spoke of the resurrection of the Christ, 
that he was not abandoned to the grave, nor did his body see decay. 32 God has 
raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of the fact. 
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P: Living in a world where people believe that the universe was formed through 

chance and accident, what do you believe?  
 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 
P: Living in a world where people are confronted with the guilt and punishment of 

sin, what do you believe Jesus did for you? 
 
C: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Ho-

ly Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again 
from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 

 

P: Living in a world where people are without hope and certainty, what do you 
believe? 

  
C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life ever-
lasting. Amen. 

 
 

Moved by God’s love in Christ, the people of Living Shepherd  
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks  

to him.  To those visiting, you are our guests.  
While your gifts are welcome, please  

do not feel obligated to give. 

 

Thanks for visiting us today! We’d love to have a record of your visit!  
Any information you’d be willing to share would be greatly appreciated!  
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 We pray on behalf of this church as well as on behalf of  
God’s people throughout our nation and the world. 

P: O Lord God, our strength, our song, and our salvation, you fulfilled your promis-
es by the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ from the dead.  

  
C:  Thanks be to God!  You give us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ! 
  
P:  In your compassion you sent Christ, the Living Shepherd, who laid down his life 

to rescue the lost. 
  
C: Drive out all doubt and gloom that we may delight in your glorious victory. 
 
P: Lift our eyes heavenward to see him who lives to make intercession for the 

saints, and grant us confidence in his great power. Keep before our eyes the 
vision of your redeemed people standing before your throne and singing the 
song of victory: 

 
C: “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive power and wealth and wisdom 

and strength and honor and glory and praise!”  
 
P: Make us instruments of your peace as we bring the good news of hope and new 

life to those around us. Guide us in the use of all that you have entrusted to us: 
our time, our talents, and our treasures. 

 
C: Risen Lord, live in us that we may live for you. 
 
P: Merciful Lord Jesus, grant healing to the sick, and strengthen the faith of the 

suffering and the dying.  Assure them of your abiding presence, and comfort 
them with the hope of eternal life. And hear us, Lord as we bring you our pri-
vate petitions. 

 
Silent prayer. 
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P: Gracious Father, you have restored to us the joy of your salvation.  With happy 

hearts we come before you and say: 
 
C: Alleluia!  Thanks be to God!  
 
P: Father, we bring these prayers before you, confident that you will hear and an-

swer them.  For it was your only Son who taught us to pray: 
 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  
The Lord said, “So they will put my name on [them],  

and I will bless them” [Numbers 6:27]. 

 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

 
C: Amen 

 

(printed on pages 12 and 13)
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Keep me safe, O God,* 
 for in you I take refuge. 
 
I said to the LORD, “You are my Lord;* 
 apart from you I have no good thing.” 
 
I have set the LORD always before me.* 
 Because he is at my right hand, I will not be shaken. 
 
Refrain 
 
My heart is glad and my tongue rejoices;* 
 my body also will rest secure, 
 
because you will not abandon me to the grave,* 
 nor will you let your Holy One see decay. 
 
You have made known to me the path of life;* 
 you will fill me with joy in your presence. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
 and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Refrain 
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Scripture taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®.  NIV®. 
Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. 

Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House.  All rights reserved. 
 

Order of service is a combination of Christian Worship Common Service  
And Christian Worship Supplement Divine Service II 

© 2008 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  
 

Refrain Tune: Richard Proulx. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com.  

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

  
All music printed with permission by  

OneLicense.net License Number A-721545 & CCLI License Number 11091589 
 

Artwork by Ian Welch — 2010 Graduate of Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary 
 

Living Shepherd Logo by Rachel Westra — Westra Design 



Pastor Pete Zaferos 
E-mail address:  pastorzaf@gmail.com 

www.LivingShepherd.com 
Pastor’s Phone: (307) 399-9288 

Call or Text Anytime!! 

We welcome everyone here today and thank you for joining us for Wor-
ship! We hope that you will join us again soon.    

 

We hope you can stick around after worship to join us for some treats 
from Sweets Bakery and some freshly brewed coffee! 

 

Bible study plans for our next Bible study and Sunday School session will 
be announced soon! The new session starts May 7th! 


