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We’re so glad you joined us for worship today!   

-    Our restrooms are located in the basement through the door nearest the piano. 

-   We love having children in our worship service!  However, if your child becomes 
restless, we have a children’s play area downstairs along with an audio and 
video feed of the service. 

-   You are our guest!  If there is something else we can help you with, please let us 
know! 

-   Finally, with the exception of a few hymns and the Psalm, you’ll find everything 
you need for worship printed in this service folder. Lord’s blessings on your wor-
ship! 

Final preparation to be the risen Christ’s witnesses begins with sight. The apostles 
were blessed with visibly seeing the risen Lord. Overcoming their doubts by the 
power of the Spirit, they would boldly proclaim the new life to be found in the 
Living One. Blessed to see through eyes of faith, the sight of the First and the 
Last fills our hearts with this confidence: “Christ has died. Christ has risen. Christ 
will come again.”  (CW 406) 

 

 
O Risen Savior, fill me with Easter joy!  Use the message that the tomb is empty to 

fill my heart with joy and peace.  Walk with me today and each day of my life, 
that I might walk in the joy of the salvation you won for me!  In Your name I 
pray.  Amen. 
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The name of the triune God and the sign of the cross  
remind worshipers of their baptisms. 

 
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
C: Amen. 

 
P: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking 

him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 
 
C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.  

For faithless worrying and selfish pride,  
For sins of habit and sins of choice, 
For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,  
You should cast me away from your presence forever.  
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.  

The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ gave to his church on earth: to  
forgive the sins of penitent sinners.”  For further information see: John 20:21-23.  

Also see Luther’s Small Catechism, “The Use of the Keys and Confession.”  

 
P: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God 

made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of 
Christ through his called servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son (+) and  of the Holy Spirit.  

 
C: Amen. 
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 Kyrie is the Greek word for Lord. The expression “Lord, have mercy”  
is one of the oldest worship responses in the Christian church 

  

P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
  
 For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all 

they need to sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
P: For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are 

lost in sin may be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ. 
 
C: Christ, have mercy. 
 
P: For patience and perseverance in this life, that we may not lose the hope of 

heaven as we await your return, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
P: Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you. 
 
C: Amen. 
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 Christians praise God by proclaiming the great things he has done to accomplish  
our rescue from sin. “Glory to God in the Highest” has been a  

Christian song of worship since the fourth century. 
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P:  O risen Lord, you came to your disciples and took away their fears with your 

word of peace. Come to us also by your Word and sacrament, and banish our 
fears with the comforting assurance of your abiding presence; for you live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
C: Amen. (spoken)  

 

 

 
John,  
 
To the seven churches in the province of Asia:  

 
Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who was, and who is to come, and 

from the seven spirits before his throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful 
witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.  

To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, 6 and has made 
us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father—to him be glory and 
power for ever and ever! Amen. 7Look, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye 
will see him, even those who pierced him; and all the peoples of the earth will 
mourn because of him. So shall it be! Amen.  

8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is, and who was, 
and who is to come, the Almighty.” 9 I, John, your brother and companion in the suf-
fering and kingdom and patient endurance that are ours in Jesus, was on the island 
of Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. 10 On the Lord’s 
Day I was in the Spirit, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet, 11 which 
said: “Write on a scroll what you see and send it to the seven churches: to Ephesus, 
Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea.” 12 I turned around 
to see the voice that was speaking to me. And when I turned I saw seven golden 
lampstands, 13 and among the lampstands was someone “like a son of man,” 
dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around his 
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chest. 14 His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes 
were like blazing fire. 15 His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and his voice 
was like the sound of rushing waters. 16 In his right hand he held seven stars, and 
out of his mouth came a sharp double-edged sword. His face was like the sun shin-
ing in all its brilliance. 17 When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he 
placed his right hand on me and said: “Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. 
18 I am the Living One; I was dead, and behold I am alive for ever and ever! And I 
hold the keys of death and Hades. 

(found on p. 68 in the front part of your red hymnal) 

 

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, 
with the doors locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, “Peace be with you!” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. 
The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.  

21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending 
you.” 22 And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If 
you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are 
not forgiven.”  

24 Now Thomas (called Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples 
when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!”  

But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger 
where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe it.”  

26 A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with 
them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
“Peace be with you!” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my 
hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.”  28 

Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Then Jesus told him, “Because you 
have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet 
have believed.”  

30 Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which 
are not recorded in this book. 31 But these are written that you may believe that Je-
sus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his 
name. 
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12 The apostles performed many miraculous signs and wonders among the 

people. And all the believers used to meet together in Solomon’s Colonnade.  
 
17 Then the high priest and all his associates, who were members of the 

party of the Sadducees, were filled with jealousy. 18 They arrested the apostles 
and put them in the public jail. 19 But during the night an angel of the Lord 
opened the doors of the jail and brought them out. 20 “Go, stand in the temple 
courts,” he said, “and tell the people the full message of this new life.”  

21 At daybreak they entered the temple courts, as they had been told, and 
began to teach the people.  

When the high priest and his associates arrived, they called together the 
Sanhedrin—the full assembly of the elders of Israel—and sent to the jail for the 
apostles. 22 But on arriving at the jail, the officers did not find them there. So 
they went back and reported, 23 “We found the jail securely locked, with the 
guards standing at the doors; but when we opened them, we found no one in-
side.” 24 On hearing this report, the captain of the temple guard and the chief 
priests were puzzled, wondering what would come of this.  

25 Then someone came and said, “Look! The men you put in jail are standing 
in the temple courts teaching the people.” 26 At that, the captain went with his 
officers and brought the apostles. They did not use force, because they feared 
that the people would stone them.  

27 Having brought the apostles, they made them appear before the Sanhed-
rin to be questioned by the high priest. 28 “We gave you strict orders not to teach 
in this name,” he said. “Yet you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and are 
determined to make us guilty of this man’s blood.”  

29 Peter and the other apostles replied: “We must obey God rather than 
men! 30 The God of our fathers raised Jesus from the dead—whom you had killed 
by hanging him on a tree. 31 God exalted him to his own right hand as Prince and 
Savior that he might give repentance and forgiveness of sins to Israel. 32 We are 
witnesses of these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those 
who obey him.” 
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We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made.  For us 
and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy 
Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human.  For our sake he was cruci-
fied under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he 
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Fa-

ther and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glo-
rified, who has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian* 
and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
*The original text here reads “catholic,” a word meaning “universal.” The Church consists of all believers in heaven 
and on earth, of every time in history. 

 
 

Moved by God’s love in Christ, the people of Living Shepherd  
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks  

to him.  To those visiting, you are our guests.  
While your gifts are welcome, please  

do not feel obligated to give. 

Thanks for visiting us today! We’d love to have a record of your visit!  
Any information you’d be willing to share would be greatly appreciated!  
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 We pray on behalf of this church as well as on behalf of  
God’s people throughout our nation and the world. 

P: O Lord God, our strength, our song, and our salvation, you fulfilled your prom-
ises by the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ from the dead.  

  
C:  Thanks be to God!  You give us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ! 
  
P:  In your compassion you sent Christ, the Living Shepherd, who laid down his life 

to rescue the lost. 
  
C: Drive out all doubt and gloom that we may delight in your glorious victory. 
 
P: Lift our eyes heavenward to see him who lives to make intercession for the 

saints, and grant us confidence in his great power. Keep before our eyes the 
vision of your redeemed people standing before your throne and singing the 
song of victory: 

 
C: “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive power and wealth and wisdom 

and strength and honor and glory and praise!”  
 
P: Make us instruments of your peace as we bring the good news of hope and new 

life to those around us. Guide us in the use of all that you have entrusted to us: 
our time, our talents, and our treasures. 

 
C: Risen Lord, live in us that we may live for you. 
 
P: Merciful Lord Jesus, grant healing to the sick, and strengthen the faith of the 

suffering and the dying.  Assure them of your abiding presence, and comfort 
them with the hope of eternal life. And hear us, Lord as we bring you our pri-
vate petitions. 

 
Silent prayer. 
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P: Gracious Father, you have restored to us the joy of your salvation.  With happy 
hearts we come before you and say: 

 
C: Alleluia!  Thanks be to God!  
 
P: Father, we bring these prayers before you, confident that you will hear and an-

swer them.  For it was your only Son who taught us to pray: 
 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
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 The words of the Preface mark the beginning of the Sacrament section of the service  
and lift the worshipers’ hearts in praise. The opening sentences  

are among the oldest in the Christian liturgy. 

 
P: The Lord be with you. 
 
C:   
 
 
 
P:  Lift up your hearts. 
 
C:   
 
 
 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 
C:   
 
 
 
P: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 

thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord and we praise you especially for the glorious resurrection of your Son, 
the true Passover Lamb, who by his sacrifice took away the sins of the world 
and by his resurrection restored everlasting life. Therefore with all the saints on 
earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious 
song: 
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 Sanctus means “holy.” Used possibly as early as the second century, this canticle was in wide use 
among Christians in worship by the fourteenth century.   
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 As he speaks the Words of Institution, the minister both proclaims the words of  
Jesus to the congregation and sets apart the bread and wine for the Lord’s use.  

The sign of the cross reminds us of Christ's death. 

 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 
my (+) body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 
P: Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying,  “Drink from it, all 

of you; this is my (+) blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for 
the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”   

 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 
C: 
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 Jesus is God’s Lamb [Agnus Dei], who was offered as a sacrifice for sin once for all. 

The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately  
with Christ and with one another as Christians who are united around a common  
confession of faith. In light of our Lord’s clear warning concerning His Holy Supper 
in 1 Corinthians 11:27-29, we ask you take the opportunity to join us in studying  

what our God has to say concerning this Holy Supper prior to communing.   
If you wish to come forward at the direction of our usher and have not yet  

declared fellowship with us, you may do so and will receive a blessing. 
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 The Nunc Dimittis [“Now dismiss”] is also known as the “Song of Simeon.”  
Through God’s Word and Sacrament, we have seen Jesus Christ, and like  

Simeon we find divine peace and comfort through faith in the Savior. 

 
P: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good 
 
C:  
 
 
 
P: We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you 

have given us to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift you have 
fed our faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit 
help us to live as your holy people until that day when you will receive us as 
your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
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C:  
 
 

 
 

The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  
The Lord said, “So they will put my name on [them],  

and I will bless them” [Numbers 6:27]. 

 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

 
C: 
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Pastor Pete Zaferos 
E-mail address:  pastorzaf@gmail.com 

www.LivingShepherd.com 
Pastor’s Phone: (307) 399-9288 

Call or Text Anytime!! 

We welcome everyone here today and thank you for joining us for our 
Worship Service!  We hope that you will join us again soon.    

After worship on Sunday April, 17th there will be an open forum here 
at Living Shepherd. We have some very important things to discuss and 
ask that everyone attend. Please let pastor know if you will not be able to 
make it to this open forum. Thanks! 

Our brothers and sisters up and down the front range will be getting 
together on Saturday June 18th for a softball tournament. If you are inter-
ested in playing let pastor know! 

Just a reminder that there will be a pot luck meal after worship! You’re 
all invited to join us!  


