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We’re so glad you joined us for worship today!   

-    Restrooms are located on your right and on your left immediately after you walk 
through the double doors next to the fireplace. 

-   We love having children in our worship service! However, if your child becomes 
restless, the café (first door on the left past the restrooms) is a great place to 
regroup and grab a cup of coffee. 

-   You are our guest! If there is something else we can help you with, please let 
any one of us know! 

-   Finally, you’ll find everything you need for worship printed in this service folder. 
Lord’s blessings on your worship! 

Jesus asked the chief priests and elders of the people a question. “Which of the two 
did what the father wanted?” The one who said he would not work in the vine-
yard, but then did? Or the one who said he would work in the vineyard, but then 
did not. The religious leaders answered the question correctly and indicted 
themselves. Yes, even the vilest sinner that repents gives an obedience far more 
true than the upright man clinging to his self-righteousness. Ouch! This morning 
we’ll identify lukewarm Christianity that confesses Christ, but denies him with 
deeds. What does true obedience look like? Blessings on your worship!  

Dear Lord, I thank you for giving me this opportunity today to gather together with 
fellow believers to join in worship and praise.  May my worship and meditation 
this day be pleasing in Your sight and be deserving of Your honor. Amen. 



3 

 

 



4 

 
The name of the triune God and the sign of the cross  

remind worshipers of their baptisms. 

 

P: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 

 
 

 
P: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and 

penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to 
forgive us.  

 
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil 
and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now 
and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Je-
sus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.  

 
 

The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ gave to his church on earth:  
to forgive the sins of penitent sinners.”  For further information see John 20:21-23. 

Also see Luther’s Small Catechism, “The Use of the Keys and Confession.” 

 
P: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to 

be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and 
by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.  

 
C: Amen. 
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P: Mercifully grant, O God, that your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule 
our hearts, for without your help we are unable to please you; through Jesus 
Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  

 
 C:  
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The word of the Lord came to me: 2 “What do you people mean by quoting this 
proverb about the land of Israel: “ ‘The fathers eat sour grapes, and the children’s 
teeth are set on edge’? 3 “As surely as I live, declares the Sovereign Lord, you will no 
longer quote this proverb in Israel. 4 For every living soul belongs to me, the father 
as well as the son—both alike belong to me. The soul who sins is the one who will 
die.  

25 “Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Hear, O house of Israel: Is my 
way unjust? Is it not your ways that are unjust? 26 If a righteous man turns from his 
righteousness and commits sin, he will die for it; because of the sin he has com-
mitted he will die. 27 But if a wicked man turns away from the wickedness he has 
committed and does what is just and right, he will save his life. 28 Because he consid-
ers all the offenses he has committed and turns away from them, he will surely live; 
he will not die. 29 Yet the house of Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Are 
my ways unjust, O house of Israel? Is it not your ways that are unjust?  

30 “Therefore, O house of Israel, I will judge you, each one according to his ways, 
declares the Sovereign Lord. Repent! Turn away from all your offenses; then sin will 
not be your downfall. 31 Rid yourselves of all the offenses you have committed, and 
get a new heart and a new spirit. Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32 For I take no 
pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Sovereign Lord. Repent and live! 

 
 
 

 (printed on the next page of your worship folder)  
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To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul;* 

 in you I trust, O my God. 

 

Remember, O LORD, your great mercy and love,* 

 for they are from of old. 

 

Remember not the sins of my youth and my rebellious ways;* 

 according to your love remember me, for you are good, O LORD. 

 

Refrain 

 

Turn to me and be gracious to me,* 

 for I am lonely and afflicted. 

 

Look upon my affliction and my distress* 

 and take away all my sins. 

 

Guard my life and rescue me,* 

 for I take refuge in you. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

 and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Refrain 

 

Refrain Tune: Marty Haugen. © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com.  

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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 Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves. Do you 
not realize that Christ Jesus is in you—unless, of course, you fail the test? 6 And I 
trust that you will discover that we have not failed the test. 7 Now we pray to God 
that you will not do anything wrong. Not that people will see that we have stood 
the test but that you will do what is right even though we may seem to have failed. 
8 For we cannot do anything against the truth, but only for the truth. 
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 “What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to the first 
and said, ‘Son, go and work today in the vineyard.’  

29 “ ‘I will not,’ he answered, but later he changed his mind and went.  
30 “Then the father went to the other son and said the same thing. He answered, 

‘I will, sir,’ but he did not go.  
31 “Which of the two did what his father wanted?”  
“The first,” they answered.  
Jesus said to them, “I tell you the truth, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are 

entering the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32 For John came to you to show you the 
way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the 
prostitutes did. And even after you saw this, you did not repent and believe him. 

 
After the reading of the Gospel, the congregation sings: 
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The Hymn of the Day is assigned to this day because of its rich  

content and connection to the day’s Gospel. 
 

(The children may come forward during verse 2 for the children’s devotion)
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“What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to the 
first and said, ‘Son, go and work today in the vineyard.’  

29 “ ‘I will not,’ he answered, but later he changed his mind and went.  
30 “Then the father went to the other son and said the same thing. He an-

swered, ‘I will, sir,’ but he did not go.  
31 “Which of the two did what his father wanted?”  
“The first,” they answered.  
Jesus said to them, “I tell you the truth, the tax collectors and the prostitutes 

are entering the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32 For John came to you to show 
you the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors 
and the prostitutes did. And even after you saw this, you did not repent and be-
lieve him. 
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P:  Dear friends in Christ, the people standing before you have expressed a desire to be-

come members of Living Shepherd Lutheran Church because they are fully convinced 
that God’s Word is taught in its truth and purity and that the Sacraments are adminis-
tered as instituted by Christ. I, therefore, ask you _______________, in the presence of 
God and of this congregation, “Do you acknowledge and confess the teachings of this 
church to be the true and unaltered teachings of God? And, if so, do you intend to de-
fend them as such?” If you agree, answer by saying, “I do.” 

 
New Members: I do. 
 
P:  Do you, therefore, desire to be received by us into the fellowship of this church body 

and of this congregation?  If so, answer by saying, “I do.”  
 
New Members: I do. 
 
P:  Do you intend to continue in the confession of this church, to make faithful use of the 

means of grace in worship and in Bible study, to encourage the other members here 
and be encouraged by them in various fellowship activities, and lead a God-pleasing life 
until the end?” If so, answer by saying, “I do so intend with the help of God.” 

  
New Members: I do so intend with the help of God. 
 
P: Upon these, your promises, I, in the name of this congregation extend to you the right 

hand of fellowship in love and acknowledge you as members of our church. We publicly 
affirm our invitation to you to join us at the reception of the Lord’s Supper, and to par-
ticipate in all the other blessings offered to you by the hand of God through the ministry 
of Living Shepherd Lutheran Church, in the name of the Father, and of the Son †, and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

 
P:  Fellow members of Living Shepherd, _____________ are now a part of this gathering of 

believers.  As their brothers and sisters in Christ, do you intend to support and encour-
age them as they walk with us and join in our mission to know Christ and make him 
known?  If so, answer by saying, “We do so intend with the help of God.”  

  
Members: We do so intend with the help of God.
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We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made.  For us 
and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spir-
it and the virgin Mary, and became fully human.  For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose 
again in accordance with the Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is seated 
at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and 
the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Fa-

ther and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glo-
rified, who has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian* 
and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
*The original text here reads “catholic,” a word meaning “universal.” The Church consists of all believers in heaven 
and on earth, of every time in history. 

Thanks for visiting us today! We’d love to have a record of your visit!  
Any information you’d be willing to share would be greatly appreciated!  

 
 

Moved by God’s love in Christ, the people of Living Shepherd  
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to  
him.  To those visiting, you are our guests. While your  

gifts are welcome, please  do not feel obligated to give. 
You can also support our ministry by clicking the  

“give” button at www.LivingShepherd.com 
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We pray on behalf of this church as well as on behalf of  

God’s people throughout our nation and the world. 
 

P: Gracious God and Father, we praise you for the countless blessings, which we 
receive from your hand: the beauties of creation and the bounties of the earth, 
the joy of life and the pleasure of friendship, the good of work and the gift of 
rest, the privilege to share happiness and sorrow with one another. Above all 
we praise and thank you for your saving Word and for your Son’s body and 
blood, which you give us to eat and to drink in the sacrament. Through these 
means of grace, you send the Holy Spirit into our hearts and unite us to Jesus 
and to the whole Christian Church on earth. 

 
C: Strengthen us through this heavenly food; increase our trust in Christ and our 

love for one another. 
 
P: Great God and Lord, without your continuing help we easily waver in our faith, 

lose courage, and grow careless in our watchfulness. The times and days are 
perilous. Give us strength to face the evils of each day with fresh confidence. 
Open our lips to speak of your grace, and move us to use the gifts that you give 
us to share your Word of salvation with all people. Protect and prosper the 
family, the school, the government, and all good institutions that you have es-
tablished for the benefit of society. Remember in mercy those who are sick and 
suffering, and bring your healing to troubled homes and lives. 

 
C: Move us to pray for those in need and to help them with deeds of kindness.  
 
Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 
 
P: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 
Silent prayer. 
 
P: Now, eternal God and Father, keep us in the saving faith and so enable us to 

overcome all things through our Lord Jesus Christ. And we join to pray as he 
taught us to pray. 
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C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 
Our Lord Jesus has given us a holy supper in which we receive his true body and blood for the forgiveness of sins and 

the strengthening of our faith. In this supper we celebrate the gift of his redemption, we bear witness to  
the fellowship we share as confessors of the truth, and we proclaim his death until he returns. 

 

P: The Lord be with you. 
 
C: 
 

  
 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
 
C:  
 
 
 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 
 
 
 
 
P: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us 

with every spiritual blessing. He sends the Holy Spirit to testify that we are his 
children and to strengthen us when we are weak. Now have come the salvation 
and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ. To 
him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor 
and glory for ever and ever: 
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Sanctus means “holy.” Used possibly as early as the second century, this canticle was in  

wide use among Christians in worship by the fourteenth century.   
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As he speaks the Words of Institution, the minister both proclaims the words of  
Jesus to the congregation and sets apart the bread and wine for the Lord’s use.  

The sign of the cross reminds us of Christ's death. 

 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he 

had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; 
this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 
 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, 

all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for 
the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 
C:  
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Jesus is God’s Lamb [Agnus Dei], who was offered as a sacrifice for sin once for all. 

The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately  
with Christ and with one another as Christians who are united around a common  
confession of faith. In light of our Lord’s clear warning concerning His Holy Supper 
in 1 Corinthians 11:27-29, we ask you take the opportunity to join us in studying  

what our God has to say concerning this Holy Supper prior to communing.   
If you wish to come forward at the direction of our usher and have not yet  

declared fellowship with us, you may do so and will receive a blessing. 
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P: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you 
here may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of 
your Son may long for his coming again, and that all who have received in his 
true body and blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a 
new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 
C:  
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P: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the 

Lord with gladness. 
 
 The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 
 
C: 
 
 
 

 

(printed on pages 22 and 23) 
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We welcome everyone here today and thank you for joining us for Worship!  
We hope that you will join us again soon.  

 

We hope you can stick around after worship to join us for some treats from 
Sweets Bakery and some freshly brewed coffee! 

 

Join us here at Living Shepherd (in the café) on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 
for some Bible study! 

Pastor Pete Zaferos 
E-mail address:  pastorzaf@gmail.com 

www.LivingShepherd.com 
Pastor’s Phone: (307) 399-9288 

Call or Text Anytime!! 


