
Twentieth Sunday After Pentecost 
Living Shepherd Lutheran Church 

365 W. Grand Ave Laramie, WY 
October 22, 2017 



2 

 

We’re so glad you joined us for worship today!   

-    Restrooms are located on your right and on your left immediately after you walk 
through the double doors next to the fireplace. 

-   We love having children in our worship service! However, if your child becomes 
restless, the café (first door on the left past the restrooms) is a great place to 
regroup and grab a cup of coffee. 

-   You are our guest! If there is something else we can help you with, please let 
any one of us know! 

-   Finally, you’ll find everything you need for worship printed in this service folder. 
Lord’s blessings on your worship! 

A man owns a vineyard. When he goes away to a foreign land, he rents the vineyard 
out to tenants who are supposed to work the vineyard so the owner can reap 
the benefits of his property. But when the owner of the vineyard sends servants 
to collect the harvest, the tenants harm the servants, and keep the fruit for 
themselves. When the owner sends more servants, they are treated the same 
way. Finally the owner sends his Son! The Son is beaten and killed! What does it 
all mean? Today we’ll dig in and find out. Blessings on your worship!

Dear Lord, I thank you for giving me this opportunity today to gather together with 
fellow believers to join in worship and praise. May my worship and meditation 
this day be pleasing in Your sight and be deserving of Your honor. Amen. 
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(pages 14 & 15)

 

P: We begin in the name of our Triune God: 
C: He is the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit – Amen!  

 

 

P:  From the depths of woe we cry to you; 
C:  Lord, hear us, we implore you. 
P:  Bend your gracious ear to us; let our prayer come before you. 
C:  If you kept record of our sin and held against us what we’ve been, how could 

we stand before you? 
 

P:  Therefore our hope is in the Lord and not in our own merit; 
C:  Our hope rests upon his faithful promises to the contrite spirit. 
P:  That he is merciful and just – this is our comfort and our trust. 
C: We await his help with patience.1  
 

Take a moment for silent confession to our God. 
 

P: God has not kept a record of your sins.  He has blotted out your sin and has re-
moved them as far as the east is from the west.  You are his own child, dearly 
loved and freely forgiven.  The perfect life and death of his Son, Jesus, has been 
credited to your account. You are at peace with God!  

 

 I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of  the 
Holy Spirit. 

 
C:  Amen! 

 

1 Adapted from verses 1 & 3 of hymn 305 “From Depths of Woe I Cry To You” by Martin Luther 
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P: Almighty God, in your bountiful goodness keep us safe from every evil of body 
and soul. Make us ready, with cheerful hearts, to do whatever pleases you; 
through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  
 C: Amen. 

 

I will sing for the one I love a song about his vineyard: My loved one had a vine-
yard on a fertile hillside. 2He dug it up and cleared it of stones and planted it with 
the choicest vines. He built a watchtower in it and cut out a winepress as well. Then 
he looked for a crop of good grapes, but it yielded only bad fruit. 3“Now you dwell-
ers in Jerusalem and men of Judah, judge between me and my vineyard. 4What 
more could have been done for my vineyard than I have done for it? When I looked 
for good grapes, why did it yield only bad?  

5Now I will tell you what I am going to do to my vineyard: I will take away its 
hedge, and it will be destroyed; I will break down its wall, and it will be trampled. 6I 
will make it a wasteland, neither pruned nor cultivated, and briers and thorns will 
grow there. I will command the clouds not to rain on it.” 7The vineyard of the Lord 
Almighty is the house of Israel, and the men of Judah are the garden of his delight. 
And he looked for justice, but saw bloodshed; for righteousness, but heard cries of 
distress. 

 

 
(printed on the next page of your worship folder)  
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The LORD is my strength and my song;* 
 he has become my salvation. 
 
The LORD’S right hand is lifted high;* 
 the LORD’S right hand has done mighty things! 
 
I will not die but live,* 
 and will proclaim what the LORD has done. 
 
Refrain 
 
I will give you thanks, for you answered me;* 
 you have become my salvation. 
 
The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone;* 
 the LORD has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes. 
 
This is the day the LORD has made;* 
 let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
 and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Refrain 
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Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but 
I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13 Brothers, I 
do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting 
what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to 
win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.  

15 All of us who are mature should take such a view of things. And if on some 
point you think differently, that too God will make clear to you. 16 Only let us live up 
to what we have already attained.  

17 Join with others in following my example, brothers, and take note of those 
who live according to the pattern we gave you. 18 For, as I have often told you be-
fore and now say again even with tears, many live as enemies of the cross of Christ. 
19 Their destiny is destruction, their god is their stomach, and their glory is in their 
shame. Their mind is on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heaven. And we 
eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who, by the power that 
enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so 
that they will be like his glorious body. 
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The Hymn of the Day is assigned to this day because of its rich  

content and connection to the day’s Gospel. 
 

(The children may come forward during verse 2 for the children’s devotion)
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33 “Listen to another parable: There was a landowner who planted a vine-
yard. He put a wall around it, dug a winepress in it and built a watchtower. Then 
he rented the vineyard to some farmers and went away on a journey. 34 When 
the harvest time approached, he sent his servants to the tenants to collect his 
fruit.  

35 “The tenants seized his servants; they beat one, killed another, and stoned 
a third. 36 Then he sent other servants to them, more than the first time, and the 
tenants treated them the same way. 37 Last of all, he sent his son to them. ‘They 
will respect my son,’ he said.  

38 “But when the tenants saw the son, they said to each other, ‘This is the 
heir. Come, let’s kill him and take his inheritance.’ 39 So they took him and threw 
him out of the vineyard and killed him.  

40 “Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to 
those tenants?”  

41 “He will bring those wretches to a wretched end,” they replied, “and he 
will rent the vineyard to other tenants, who will give him his share of the crop at 
harvest time.”  

42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures:  
“ ‘The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; the Lord has 

done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes’?  
43 “Therefore I tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken away from you 

and given to a people who will produce its fruit.  
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P: Living in a world where people believe that the universe was formed through 

chance and accident, what do you believe?  
 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 
P:  Living in a world where people are confronted with the guilt and punishment of 

sin, what do you believe Jesus did for you? 
 
C: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Ho-

ly Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again 
from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 

 

P: Living in a world where people are without hope and certainty, what do you 
believe? 

  
C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life ever-
lasting. Amen. 

Thanks for visiting us today! We’d love to have a record of your visit!  
Any information you’d be willing to share would be greatly appreciated!  

 
 

Moved by God’s love in Christ, the people of Living Shepherd  
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to  
him.  To those visiting, you are our guests. While your  

gifts are welcome, please  do not feel obligated to give. 
You can also support our ministry by clicking the  

“give” button at www.LivingShepherd.com 
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We pray on behalf of this church as well as on behalf of  

God’s people throughout our nation and the world. 
 

P: O Lord, our God, you are wise and powerful, good and gracious. Your mercies 
are new every morning.  Each day you open your hand and provide for the 
needs of your children on earth.  

C:  We praise you for every grace and blessing. 
 

P:  Strengthen your Church in all the world.  Let your comforting message of salva-
tion in Jesus be proclaimed to troubled souls everywhere. 

C: Use our ministries and offerings to extend your healing and your hope. 
  
P: We bring you our requests for the various structures of our society.  Bless our 

national, state and local governments 
C: Grant us civil servants who are worthy of honor and respect.  
  
P: Grant prosperity to our businesses and industries.  Give employers a sense of 

fairness toward their workers, and employees a feeling of joy and pride in their 
workmanship. 

C: Help us find satisfaction in all work well done. 
 

P: Invigorate the schools of our land.  Give success to every effort that helps stu-
dents read, think, and communicate in ways that will promote an informed and 
responsible citizenry.  Arouse curious minds to discover the wonders of your 
creation. 

C: Give us teachers and students who pursue excellence. 
 

P: Strengthen the families of our country.  Give fathers and mothers a renewed 
commitment to be good parents.  Give children and young people the wisdom 
to regard their parents as your representatives. 

C: Lead us to love one another as you have loved us 
 

P: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions 

 
Silent Prayer 



12 

 
P: Gracious Father, we pray boldly as Jesus taught, with the confidence that you 

will hear us and with the faith that you will respond for our welfare. For it was 
your only Son who taught us to pray: 

 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  

The Lord said, “So they will put my name on [them],  
and I will bless them” [Numbers 6:27]. 

 
 
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 
C: Amen 
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We welcome everyone here today and thank you for joining us for Worship!  
We hope that you will join us again soon.  

 

We hope you can stick around after worship to join us for some treats from 
Sweets Bakery and some freshly brewed coffee! 

 

Bible Basics class continues this Wednesday. The class will be held in the ca-
fé here at the Lincoln Community Center. Join us! 

Pastor Pete Zaferos 
E-mail address:  pastorzaf@gmail.com 

www.LivingShepherd.com 
Pastor’s Phone: (307) 399-9288 

Call or Text Anytime!! 


