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We’re so glad you joined us for worship today!   

-    Restrooms are located on your right and on your left immediately after you walk 
through the double doors next to the fireplace. 

-   We love having children in our worship service! However, if your child becomes 
restless, the café (first door on the left past the restrooms) is a great place to 
regroup and grab a cup of coffee. 

-   You are our guest! If there is something else we can help you with, please let 
any one of us know! 

-   Finally, you’ll find everything you need for worship printed in this service folder. 
Lord’s blessings on your worship! 

Wedding invitations often lead to a dilemma. To go? Or not to go? As a general rule 
of thumb, the closer the relation, the more likely that you’ll attend. But some-
times, you get an invitation to a wedding, and for one reason or another, de-
cide, “I can’t go.” In this morning’s parable, we’ll hear about a king who’s pre-
pared a wedding banquet for his son. Invitations are sent out. Many decide, 
they can’t attend. What does it all mean? Today we’ll dig in and find out. Bless-
ings on your worship!

Dear Lord, I thank you for giving me this opportunity today to gather together with 
fellow believers to join in worship and praise. May my worship and meditation 
this day be pleasing in Your sight and be deserving of Your honor. Amen. 
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(page 13)

God’s people long to gather together for strength from God and for mutual encouragement. 
This alternate beginning for worship is intended for use not only when there is a baptism but 

 may be used on any occasion to remind God’s people of Baptism’s continuing blessings. 

 
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
P: I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and 

the Spirit.  
C: Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 

John 3:5,6 
 
P: Surely we were sinful at birth, sinful from the time our mothers conceived us.  

                          Psalm 51:5 
 
C: But we were washed, we were sanctified, we were justified in the name of the Lord 

Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.   
1 Corinthians 6:11 

 
P: As baptized children of God, we confess our sins. 
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have diso-

beyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to 
do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I 
am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have 
mercy on me, a sinner. 

 
P: Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her holy, cleansing her by 

the washing with water through the word, and to present her to himself as a radiant 
church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless 
(Ephesians 5:25-27). Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I for-
give you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
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Following the baptisms we’ll continue with the responsive reading found below 
 
P: You are all sons and daughters of God through faith in Christ Jesus, 
C: for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 

Galatians 3:26,27 
 
P: There is one body and one Spirit— 
C: just as you were called to one hope when you were called— 
P: one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 
C: one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. 

Ephesians 4:4-6 
 
P: You are the salt of the earth; 
C: you are the light of the world. 
P: Let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds 
C: and praise your Father in heaven.  

Matthew 5:13-16 
P: As we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, 
C: especially to those who belong to the family of believers.  

Galatians 6:10 
 
P: Whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
C: giving thanks to God the Father through him.  

Colossians 3:17 
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P: Grant, O merciful Lord, to your faithful people pardon and peace that they may 
be cleansed from all their sins and serve you with a quiet mind; through Jesus 
Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

  
 C: Amen. 

 

On this mountain the Lord Almighty will prepare a feast of rich food for all peo-
ples, a banquet of aged wine—the best of meats and the finest of wines. 7On this 
mountain he will destroy the shroud that enfolds all peoples, the sheet that covers 
all nations; 8he will swallow up death forever. The Sovereign Lord will wipe away 
the tears from all faces; he will remove the disgrace of his people from all the earth. 
The Lord has spoken. 9 In that day they will say, “Surely this is our God; we trusted 
in him, and he saved us. This is the Lord, we trusted in him; let us rejoice and be 
glad in his salvation.” 

 
(printed on the next page of your worship folder)  
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The LORD is my shepherd,* 

 I shall not be in want. 

 

He makes me lie down in green pastures;* 

 he leads me beside quiet waters. 

 

He restores my soul;* 

 he guides me in paths of righteousness 

 for his name’s sake. 

 

Even though I walk through the valley 

 of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil,* 

 for you are with me; 

 your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

 

Refrain 

 

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies.* 

 You anoint my head with oil; 

 my cup overflows. 

 

Surely goodness and love will follow me 

 all the days of my life,* 

 and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

 and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Refrain 

 

Refrain Tune: Richard Proulx. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL,  

www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let your gentleness be 
evident to all. The Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in every-
thing, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And 
the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and 
your minds in Christ Jesus.  

8 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, what-
ever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or 
praiseworthy—think about such things. 9 Whatever you have learned or received or 
heard from me, or seen in me—put it into practice. And the God of peace will be 
with you.  

10 I rejoice greatly in the Lord that at last you have renewed your concern for me. 
Indeed, you have been concerned, but you had no opportunity to show it. 11 I am not 
saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content whatever the cir-
cumstances. 12 I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I 
have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well 
fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. 13 I can do everything through him 
who gives me strength. 
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The Hymn of the Day is assigned to this day because of its rich  

content and connection to the day’s Gospel. 
 

(The children may come forward during verse 4 for the children’s devotion)
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Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: 2 “The kingdom of heaven is 
like a king who prepared a wedding banquet for his son. 3 He sent his servants to 
those who had been invited to the banquet to tell them to come, but they re-
fused to come.  

4 “Then he sent some more servants and said, ‘Tell those who have been in-
vited that I have prepared my dinner: My oxen and fattened cattle have been 
butchered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding banquet.’  

5 “But they paid no attention and went off—one to his field, another to his 
business. 6 The rest seized his servants, mistreated them and killed them. 7 The 
king was enraged. He sent his army and destroyed those murderers and burned 
their city.  

8 “Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding banquet is ready, but those I 
invited did not deserve to come. 9 Go to the street corners and invite to the ban-
quet anyone you find.’ 10 So the servants went out into the streets and gathered 
all the people they could find, both good and bad, and the wedding hall was 
filled with guests.  

11 “But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who 
was not wearing wedding clothes. 12 ‘Friend,’ he asked, ‘how did you get in here 
without wedding clothes?’ The man was speechless.  

13 “Then the king told the attendants, ‘Tie him hand and foot, and throw him 
outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’  

14 “For many are invited, but few are chosen.” 
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P: Living in a world where people believe that the universe was formed through 

chance and accident, what do you believe?  
 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 
P:  Living in a world where people are confronted with the guilt and punishment of 

sin, what do you believe Jesus did for you? 
 
C: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Ho-

ly Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again 
from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 

 

P: Living in a world where people are without hope and certainty, what do you 
believe? 

  
C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life ever-
lasting. Amen. 

Thanks for visiting us today! We’d love to have a record of your visit!  
Any information you’d be willing to share would be greatly appreciated!  

 
 

Moved by God’s love in Christ, the people of Living Shepherd  
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to  
him.  To those visiting, you are our guests. While your  

gifts are welcome, please  do not feel obligated to give. 
You can also support our ministry by clicking the  

“give” button at www.LivingShepherd.com 
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We pray on behalf of this church as well as on behalf of  

God’s people throughout our nation and the world. 
 

P: O Lord, our God, you are wise and powerful, good and gracious. Your mercies 
are new every morning.  Each day you open your hand and provide for the 
needs of your children on earth.  

C:  We praise you for every grace and blessing. 
 

P:  Strengthen your Church in all the world.  Let your comforting message of salva-
tion in Jesus be proclaimed to troubled souls everywhere. 

C: Use our ministries and offerings to extend your healing and your hope. 
  
P: We bring you our requests for the various structures of our society.  Bless our 

national, state and local governments 
C: Grant us civil servants who are worthy of honor and respect.  
  
P: Grant prosperity to our businesses and industries.  Give employers a sense of 

fairness toward their workers, and employees a feeling of joy and pride in their 
workmanship. 

C: Help us find satisfaction in all work well done. 
 

P: Invigorate the schools of our land.  Give success to every effort that helps stu-
dents read, think, and communicate in ways that will promote an informed and 
responsible citizenry.  Arouse curious minds to discover the wonders of your 
creation. 

C: Give us teachers and students who pursue excellence. 
 

P: Strengthen the families of our country.  Give fathers and mothers a renewed 
commitment to be good parents.  Give children and young people the wisdom 
to regard their parents as your representatives. 

C: Lead us to love one another as you have loved us 
 

P: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions 

 
Silent Prayer 
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P: Gracious Father, we pray boldly as Jesus taught, with the confidence that you 

will hear us and with the faith that you will respond for our welfare. For it was 
your only Son who taught us to pray: 

 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  

The Lord said, “So they will put my name on [them],  
and I will bless them” [Numbers 6:27]. 

 
 
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 
C: Amen 

 

(pages 14-15) 

We’ll sing verses 1-4 
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Scripture taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®.  NIV®. 
Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. 

Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House.  All rights reserved. 
 

All music printed with permission by  
OneLicense.net License Number A-721545 & CCLI License Number 11269453 
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© 2014 Ian M. Welch. All Rights Reserved. paramentics.com 
 

Living Shepherd Logo by Rachel Westra — Westra Design 



We welcome everyone here today and thank you for joining us for Worship!  
We hope that you will join us again soon.  

 

We hope you can stick around after worship to join us for some treats from 
Sweets Bakery and some freshly brewed coffee! 

 

Bible Basics class continues this Wednesday at 6:30 pm. The class will be 
held in the café here at the Lincoln Community Center. Join us! 

 

After worship next week (Sunday, Nov. 5th), we’ll have a pot luck meal after 
worship. Bring a dish to share and plan to join us for some food and fellowship! 

Pastor Pete Zaferos 
E-mail address:  pastorzaf@gmail.com 

www.LivingShepherd.com 
Pastor’s Phone: (307) 399-9288 

Call or Text Anytime!! 


