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We’re so glad you joined us for worship today!   

-    Restrooms are located on your right and on your left immediately after you walk 
through the double doors next to the fire place. 

-   We love having children in our worship service! However, if your child becomes 
restless, the café (first door on the left past the restrooms) is a great place to 
regroup and grab a cup of coffee. 

-   You are our guest! If there is something else we can help you with, please let 
any one of us know! 

-   Finally, you’ll find everything you need for worship printed in this service folder. 
Lord’s blessings on your worship! 

Today marks the beginning of the Advent Season. (“Advent” is from a Latin word 
which means, “coming.”) During Advent we put ourselves into the shoes of the 
Old Testament believers and try to imagine what it would be like to wait for the 
promised Messiah. (That’s why during Advent all our readings come from the 
Old Testament, one from each of the three sections of the OT, just like they did 
in the synagogue.) This year we’ll consider several of the mountains which 
played a part in God’s saving work, traveling from mountains to manger. Today, 
we focus on Mt. Sinai, the mountain on which God gave his law to Israel.      

 

 

Lord Jesus, in humility You came to this earth, to bring life to us humans. Use Your 
word to bring me life today. Fill me with appreciation for Your goodness and 
Your grace as I see Your humility, winning life for me. Bless my worship, O Sav-
ior!  Amen.  
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 The refrain printed below is sung twice then again  
following each phrase sung by the pastor

 

Please Stand 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
P: Shout for joy, for the Lord has… 
 
 Oh fear not, for God has… 
 
 Oh rejoice in the Lord, and… 
 
 In your midst is the Lord, so… 
 
 For the Lord who is near will… 
 
 He will baptize in Spirit and… 

 

The name of the triune God and the sign of the cross  
remind worshipers of their baptisms. 

 
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
C: Amen. 
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 P: “Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall.” (Proverbs 16:18) 
God calls us to be humble; we struggle to do so.  We confess: 

 
C: Forgive me, Lord, for I have failed to be humble.  In pride I have questioned 

Your Word and Your will.  I deserve punishment.  Have mercy on me, O God!   

 
The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ gave to his church on earth:  

To forgive the sins of penitent sinners.”  For further information see: John 20:21-23  
Also see Luther’s Small Catechism, “The Use of the Keys and Confession.”  

 
P: God, our Heavenly Father has been merciful to us. Jesus laid aside His glory, 

making Himself “nothing,” going to the cross to pay for your sins. Because of 
Jesus, your sins are forgiven, you are at peace with God!  

 

C: Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good!      
 
P: We rejoice in the first coming of our Savior Jesus; we look forward to His com-

ing again.  With all believers we sing,  
 
(The refrain is sung twice by the congregation) 
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P: Let us pray.   
 
 Hear our prayers, Lord Jesus Christ, and come with the good news of your mighty 

deliverance. Drive the darkness from our hearts and fill us with your light; for you 
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
C: Amen 

 

 
 

 

“Then Moses went up to God, and the LORD called to him from the mountain 
and said, "This is what you are to say to the house of Jacob and what you are to tell 
the people of Israel: 4'You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I car-
ried you on eagles' wings and brought you to myself. 5Now if you obey me fully and 
keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession. Alt-
hough the whole earth is mine, 6you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy 
nation.' These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites."  

7So Moses went back and summoned the elders of the people and set before 
them all the words the LORD had commanded him to speak. 8The people all re-
sponded together, "We will do everything the LORD has said." So Moses brought 
their answer back to the LORD. 9The LORD said to Moses, "I am going to come to 
you in a dense cloud, so that the people will hear me speaking with you and will al-
ways put their trust in you." Then Moses told the LORD what the people had said. 
10And the LORD said to Moses, "Go to the people and consecrate them today and 
tomorrow. Have them wash their clothes 11and be ready by the third day, because 
on that day the LORD will come down on Mount Sinai in the sight of all the people.  

12Put limits for the people around the mountain and tell them, 'Be careful that 
you do not go up the mountain or touch the foot of it. Whoever touches the moun-
tain shall surely be put to death. 13He shall surely be stoned or shot with arrows; not 
a hand is to be laid on him. Whether man or animal, he shall not be permitted to 
live.'  
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Only when the ram's horn sounds a long blast may they go up to the mountain." 
14After Moses had gone down the mountain to the people, he consecrated them, 
and they washed their clothes. 15Then he said to the people, "Prepare yourselves for 
the third day. Abstain from sexual relations."  

16On the morning of the third day there was thunder and lightning, with a thick 
cloud over the mountain, and a very loud trumpet blast. Everyone in the camp trem-
bled. 17Then Moses led the people out of the camp to meet with God, and they 
stood at the foot of the mountain. 18Mount Sinai was covered with smoke, because 
the LORD descended on it in fire. The smoke billowed up from it like smoke from a 
furnace, the whole mountain trembled violently, 19and the sound of the trumpet 
grew louder and louder. Then Moses spoke and the voice of God answered him.” 

 
“The mountains of Bashan are majestic mountains; rugged are the mountains of 

Bashan. 16Why gaze in envy, O rugged mountains, at the mountain where God 
chooses to reign, where the LORD himself will dwell forever? 17The chariots of God 
are tens of thousands and thousands of thousands; the Lord has come from Sinai 
into his sanctuary. 18When you ascended on high, you led captives in your train; you 
received gifts from men, even from the rebellious-- that you, O LORD God, might 
dwell there. 19Praise be to the Lord, to God our Savior, who daily bears our burdens. 
20Our God is a God who saves; from the Sovereign LORD comes escape from death.” 

“After the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, the LORD said to Joshua son 
of Nun, Moses' aide: 2"Moses my servant is dead. Now then, you and all these peo-
ple, get ready to cross the Jordan River into the land I am about to give to them--to 
the Israelites. 3I will give you every place where you set your foot, as I promised Mo-
ses. 4Your territory will extend from the desert to Lebanon, and from the great river, 
the Euphrates--all the Hittite country--to the Great Sea on the west. 5No one will be 
able to stand up against you all the days of your life. As I was with Moses, so I will 
be with you; I will never leave you nor forsake you.  
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6"Be strong and courageous, because you will lead these people to inherit the 
land I swore to their forefathers to give them. 7Be strong and very courageous. Be 
careful to obey all the law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the 
right or to the left, that you may be successful wherever you go. 8Do not let this 
Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you 
may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and suc-
cessful. 9Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be terri-
fied; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you 
go." 

The Hymn of the Day is assigned to this day because of its rich  
content and connection to the day’s Gospel. 

printed on the next page  

(The children may come forward during verse 3 for the children’s devotion) 
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P: Living in a world where people believe that the universe was formed through 

chance and accident, what do you believe?  
 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 
P: Living in a world where people are confronted with the guilt and punishment of 

sin, what do you believe Jesus did for you? 
 
C: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Ho-

ly Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again 
from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 

 
P: Living in a world where people are without hope and certainty, what do you 

believe? 
  
C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life ever-
lasting.  Amen. 

 

Moved by God’s love in Christ, the people of Living Shepherd  
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks  

to him.  To those visiting, you are our guests.  
While your gifts are welcome, please  

do not feel obligated to give. 

Thanks for visiting us today! We’d love to have a record of your visit!  
Any information you’d be willing to share would be greatly appreciated!  
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 We pray on behalf of this church as well as on behalf of  
God’s people throughout our nation and the world. 

 

P: Eternal Father, throughout the centuries you repeated and affirmed your 
promise to send the offspring of the woman to crush the serpent’s head. 
Through your prophets of old, you continually directed the eyes of your peo-
ple to the advent of their Savior. 

 
C: We praise you, O Lord, for keeping your promise and sending your Son to 

destroy the works of the devil. 
 
P: As we prepare to celebrate the birth of our King, use your mighty Word to 

shatter our pride and to rouse us from spiritual slumber and apathy. 
 
C: Move us to take to heart the words of John: “Repent, for the kingdom of 

heaven is near.” 
 
P: You sent your Son to redeem us from sin. Let this good news be our joy and 

strength. Use it to cheer the lonely, encourage the fearful, and give hope to 
the despairing. In these days before Christmas, spare us from the stress of 
deadlines and the frenzy of commercialism. 

 
C: Fill our lives with the message of your peace and the music of your grace. 
 
P: Direct our eyes not only to the manger but also to the skies, where we will 

see your Son coming again, not as a lowly child but as the Lord of lords. 
 
C: Lift up our hearts in joyful anticipation of that day. 
 
Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 
 
P: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 
Silent prayer. 
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P: Come quickly, Lord Jesus, in your grace, in your power, and in your glory. 
 
C: Come, Lord Jesus! Amen. 
 
P: Gracious Father, we pray boldly as your Son taught, with the confidence that 

you will hear us and with the faith that you will respond for our welfare. For it 
was your only Son who taught us to pray: 

 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you and come...  

 
C: (sing refrain) 
 
P: Make his face shine upon you and come... 
 
C: (sing refrain) 
 
P: Cover you with His peace and come... 
 
C: (refrain will be sung twice) 



13 

 

(printed on the next page of your service folder) 
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Scripture taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®.  NIV®. 
Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. 

Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House.  All rights reserved. 
 

Order of service is a combination of Christian Worship Supplement Divine Service II and  
© 2008 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  

 
Advent Gathering Song. Copyright © 1995 by GIA Publications Inc 

 
Psalm Refrain Tune: Steven Warner. © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com.  

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
  

All music printed with permission by  
OneLicense.net License Number A-721545 & CCLI License Number 11269453 

 
Artwork by Ian Welch — 2010 Graduate of Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary 

 
Living Shepherd Logo by Rachel Westra — Westra Design 



We welcome everyone here today and thank you for joining us for 
Worship!  We hope that you will join us again soon.    

 

We hope you can stick around after worship to join us for some treats 
from Sweets Bakery and some freshly brewed coffee! 

 

Bible Study and Sunday School continue after worship today! Plan on 
these opportunities to study God’s Word lasting 20-30 minutes. We hope 
you can join us! 

 

Worship invites for Christmas Eve and Christmas Day worship are here! 
Please take one (or many) to share with family and friends! 

Pastor Pete Zaferos 
E-mail address:  pastorzaf@gmail.com 

www.LivingShepherd.com 
Pastor’s Phone: (307) 399-9288 

Call or Text Anytime!! 


