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We’re so glad you joined us for worship today! 

-    Our restrooms are located in the basement through the door nearest the piano. 

-   We love having children in our worship service!  However, if your child becomes 
restless, for your convenience we have a children’s play area downstairs along 
with an audio and video feed of the service. 

-   You are our guest!  If there is something else we can help you with, please let an 
usher know! 

-   Finally, with the exception of a few hymns and the Psalm, you’ll find everything 
you need for worship printed in this service folder. Lord’s blessings on your wor-
ship! 

 
To kick off the New Year here at Living Shepherd we’ve started a new worship series 

called “Ask me why...” So far, we’ve asked the question, “Why do churches exist 
in the first place?” and “Why do we study the Bible?” In short we congregate to 
be together, and while we’re together we study the Bible to grow in our under-
standing of what God has done for us! This week, we’ll build off of that truth 
with the question, “Why do we worship God together?” Lord’s blessings on your 
worship this morning! 

 

 
Lord Jesus, in humility You came to this earth, to bring life to us humans.  Use Your 

word to bring me life today.  Fill me with appreciation for Your goodness and 
Your grace as I see Your humility, winning life for me.  Bless my worship, O Sav-
ior!  Amen.  
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God’s people long to gather together for strength from God and for mutual encouragement.  
This alternate beginning for worship may be used on any occasion  

to remind God’s people of the blessings of his Word. 

 
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
P: Oh, how I love your law! 
C: I meditate on it all day long. 
 
P: Your commands make me wiser than my enemies, 
C: for they are ever with me. 
 
P: I have more insight than all my teachers, 
C: for I meditate on your statutes. 
 
P: How sweet are your words to my taste, 
C: sweeter than honey to my mouth!              (Psalm 119:97-99,103) 
 
P: All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 

training in righteousness, 
C: so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.          

           (2 Timothy 3:16,17) 
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P: Yet so often we have despised God’s Word and failed to gladly hear and learn it. 
For this and all our sins, we bow before God and humbly ask his forgiveness. 

 
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil 
and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now 
and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Je-
sus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 
P: God gave his Word so “that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 

God, and that by believing you may have life in his name” (John 20:31). The 
Scriptures testify about Jesus, who lived a perfect life for you, died on the cross 
to pay for all your sins, and rose again to assure you of your salvation. There-
fore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins 
in the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit. 

 
C: Amen. 

 

 
P: Almighty and eternal God, you govern all things in heaven and on earth.  In your 

mercy hear our prayers and grant us your peace all the days of our life; through 
Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 
C: Amen. 
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The LORD said to Moses, “Chisel out two stone tablets like the first ones, and I 
will write on them the words that were on the first tablets, which you broke. 2 Be 
ready in the morning, and then come up on Mount Sinai. Present yourself to me 
there on top of the mountain. 3 No one is to come with you or be seen anywhere on 
the mountain; not even the flocks and herds may graze in front of the mountain.”  

4 So Moses chiseled out two stone tablets like the first ones and went up Mount 
Sinai early in the morning, as the LORD had commanded him; and he carried the two 
stone tablets in his hands. 5 Then the LORD came down in the cloud and stood there 
with him and proclaimed his name, the LORD. 6 And he passed in front of Moses, pro-
claiming, “The LORD, the LORD, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, 
abounding in love and faithfulness, 7 maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving 
wickedness, rebellion and sin. Yet he does not leave the guilty unpunished; he pun-
ishes the children and their children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth 
generation.”  

8 Moses bowed to the ground at once and worshiped. 9 “O Lord, if I have found 
favor in your eyes,” he said, “then let the Lord go with us. Although this is a stiff-
necked people, forgive our wickedness and our sin, and take us as your inheri-
tance.”  

10 Then the LORD said: “I am making a covenant with you. Before all your people I 
will do wonders never before done in any nation in all the world. The people you live 
among will see how awesome is the work that I, the LORD, will do for you. 

 
(printed on page 98 in the front part of your red hymnal) 

 
Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the devil. 2 Af-

ter fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 3 The tempter came to him 
and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.”  

4 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man does not live on bread alone, but on every 
word that comes from the mouth of God.’”  
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5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point 
of the temple. 6 “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down. For it is 
written: “ ‘He will command his angels concerning you, and they will lift you up in 
their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’” 7 Jesus answered 
him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 8 Again, the devil 
took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world 
and their splendor. 9 “All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and 
worship me.”  

10 Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord 
your God, and serve him only.’”  

11 Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him. 

The Hymn of the Day is assigned to this day because of its rich  
content and connection to the day’s Gospel. 

 
 

(The children may come forward during verse 3 for the children’s devotion) 
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P: Living in a world where people believe that the universe was formed through 

chance and accident, what do you believe?  
  
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  
P:  Living in a world where people are confronted with the guilt and punishment of 

sin, what do you believe Jesus did for you? 
  
C: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was cruci-
fied, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again 
from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 

  

P: Living in a world where people are without hope and certainty, what do you 
believe? 

  
C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life ever-
lasting. Amen. 

 
 

Moved by God’s love in Christ, the people of Living Shepherd  
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks  

to him.  To those visiting, you are our guests.  
While your gifts are welcome, please  

do not feel obligated to give. 

 

 
Thanks for visiting us today! We’d love to have a record of your visit!  

Any information you’d be willing to share would be greatly appreciated!  
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We pray on behalf of this church as well as on behalf of  
God’s people throughout our nation and the world. 

 
P: Eternal God and Father, we give you thanks for the blessings we share as mem-

bers of your holy Church, for your gracious Word and sacraments, for opportu-
nities to worship and to grow in faith and knowledge, for occasions to serve and 
be served, for fellowship with believers in our congregation and in our church 
body. 

 

C: Help us to rejoice in these blessings, dear Lord, and to use them faithfully. 
 

P: Jesus Christ, Lord of the Church, you give grace to your people by calling us to 
be your witnesses in the world. Open our eyes to see the great and noble mis-
sion that lies before us. In the hurting eyes of the lonely, in the pained eyes of 
the sick, and in the searching eyes of the lost, help us to see your face, O Jesus, 
and to serve others as we would serve you. 

 

C: Awaken us to the opportunities you give to proclaim your message of love. 
 

P: Holy Spirit, giver of life, through Word and sacrament bestow on us the wisdom 
and power we need to witness clearly and to act boldly. Help us to speak the 
truth in love, to give the reason for the hope we have, and to conduct ourselves 
with gentleness and respect. 

 

C: Set our hearts on fire as we work and witness for Christ. 
 

P: Hear us, Lord, as we pray for a family member, an acquaintance, a neighbor, or 
a friend who does not believe in you, or whose faith is weak or troubled. 

 

Silent prayer 
 

P: Bless the Church with men and women who are willing to proclaim your Word 
in places where we cannot go. Keep them and their loved ones in your care, 
and let nothing hinder their work. By the power of the gospel, restore their spir-
its each day, so that they do not lose heart as they serve us and others. 

 

C: Move us to support them with our sincere prayers and generous offerings. 
 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow 
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P: Wherever your Word is proclaimed, O Lord, grant it success. Let your kingdom 
come to us and others, so that we and many more might join the assembly of 
saints and angels to sing your praise forever. 

 

C: Savior of all, hear our prayer and help us in our mission. 
 

P: Father, we bring these prayers before you, confident that you will hear and an-
swer them.  For it was your only Son who taught us to pray: 

 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  
The Lord said, “So they will put my name on [them],  

and I will bless them” [Numbers 6:27]. 

 
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 
C: Amen 

 

       (Found on pages 14 and 15 in your service folder) 
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What follows is intended to expand on today’s worship service. Every member and 
friend of Living Shepherd will receive a copy of today’s sermon and service folder, even 
if they were unable to attend worship today. The hope is that we can start 2016 on the 
same note, together, even if we’re not all “together” in worship each Sunday.  

 
Take the time to work through the next few pages during the week. Maybe you’ll 

find a time to go through it with friends from Living Shepherd. Maybe you’ll do it with 
family. Maybe you’ll walk through it on your own. But do take a few moments during 
the week to spend some time digging deeper into God’s Word! 

 
One more thing—this study and this week’s sermon will be posted together on the 

Bytes of Bread portion of our website by Monday evening. A similar study will also be 
provided in the service folder for the duration of this series. I’m very open to sugges-
tions for changes/adaptations as this is new for me too! I do hope you find this helpful 
and would love your feedback to make it even more so. Blessings on your study this 
week! 

 
Pastor Z. 
 

 
This week we took a look at a hard question. Why do we worship a God who has every-
thing? God knows that as humans we are built to worship. As John Calvin says, “The 
human heart is an idol factory.” If we’re not worshiping God, we are worshiping some-
one or something else. So, God wants us to worship him—primarily—because he alone 
is worthy of our worship.  But there’s more. God also wants us to worship him because 
he wants us to experience joy as we worship him—joy that will one day be made com-
plete when we worship him in heaven! 
 

1. Imagine you lived in rural Alaska and were unable to attend public worship 
regularly. What are the things you would miss about attending a church on Sun-
day mornings? 
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2. Sunday morning worship is not intended to produce a singular thought or feel-
ing. What things do you feel or recognize about God during Sunday morning 
worship? Do you think this varies week to week? 

 
 
 

 
 

3. Read 1 Chronicles 16:23-31, Exodus 20:2-6, Deuteronomy 29:18 and John 4:21-
24. What are some elements of worship. (You can use the passages listed, but 
are welcome to offer additional thoughts) 

 
 
 
 
 

4. Consider the passages you read above. For what reasons do we worship God? 
How does he feel about “other gods” in our lives? 

  
 
 
 
 
5. In our world today people choose to “worship” many different things. What are 

the most common things that people “worship” other than God?  
 
 
 
 
 
6. Follow up—Which of those things do you think draw people farthest away from 

God? (Make sure to give your reason(s) why!) 
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7. Rank the following Sunday morning activities in order of priority (most impor-
tant on top) 

A. Children’s sporting activities 
B. Personal hobbies 
C. Time with family/friends 
D. Sunday morning worship 
E. Sleeping in after a hard week of work 
F. Going out for breakfast 
G. Watching sports/tv 

 
 

8. Follow up—How do you balance those competing priorities with Sunday morn-
ing worship in your life? 

 
 
 
9. Follow up—What are some of the consequences of letting these competing ac-

tivities take priority in your life? 
 
 
 

10. You often hear people say they feel closest to God in nature (hiking, fishing, 
hunting, skiing, boating, etc. ) Although they are admiring God’s creation, what 
might be the danger in that line of thinking? 

 
 
 
11. Follow up—What blessings might they be missing out on? 

 
 
 
 

12. Agree or disagree. I don’t need to go to church to go to heaven. What would 
you say to a friend who says this? 
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13. Pastor outlined a few reasons why we worship God. First, God commands it. 
Second, God alone is worthy of our worship. Third, our God blesses us with joy 
through the expression of joy—joy that will one day me made complete as we 
worship God in heaven. What are some of the blessings you experience while 
attending public worship or during the week following worship? 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Scripture taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®.  NIV®. 
Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. 

Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House.  All rights reserved. 
 

Order of Service—Gathering Rite On The Word Of God  
© 2008 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 
All music printed with permission by  

OneLicense.net License Number A-721545 & CCLI License Number 11091589 
 

Artwork by Ian Welch — 2010 Graduate of Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary 
© 2012 Ian M. Welch. All Rights Reserved. paramentics.com 

 
Living Shepherd Logo by Rachel Westra — Westra Design 
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Pastor Pete Zaferos 
E-mail address:  pastorzaf@gmail.com 

www.LivingShepherd.com 
Pastor’s Phone: (307) 399-9288 

Call or Text Anytime!! 

We welcome everyone here today and thank you for joining us for our 
worship service!  We hope that you will join us again soon.    

 
 

Please check your mailbox for a copy of the January calendar and any 
other materials that have been recently distributed 

 
 

Next Sunday we’ll continue our “Ask Me Why…” series and will focus 
on why we reach out with the Gospel. Join us! 


