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We’re so glad you joined us for worship today!   

-    Restrooms are located on your right and on your left immediately after you walk 
through the double doors next to the fire place. 

-   We love having children in our worship service! However, if your child becomes 
restless, the café (first door on the left past the restrooms) is a great place to 
regroup and grab a cup of coffee. 

-   You are our guest! If there is something else we can help you with, please let 
any one of us know! 

-   Finally, you’ll find everything you need for worship printed in this service folder. 
Lord’s blessings on your worship! 

Lights are most appreciated when there is darkness. But I wonder, are we so blessed 
with quality, reliable light that we no longer appreciate a good light? This even-
ing, we’ll hear about the best, most reliable light that has ever graced this earth. 
It’s a light God promised to those living in a world filled with the darkness of sin 
and death—and a light that will never go out! Blessings on your worship this 
morning!!       

 

Lord, in love you gave me your perfect Word.  Lead me to see the importance of 
your Word in my life.  Through your Word, lead me to see my own imperfection, 
but also lead me to see your perfect love for me.  Bless my worship this morn-
ing!  In Jesus name I pray.  Amen.   
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 The name of the triune God and the sign of the cross  
remind worshipers of their baptisms. 

 
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
C: Amen. 

P:  Children of God, we have gathered together on this special day to worship our 
King born long ago in Bethlehem. Yet we have sinned and are not worthy even 
to come into his presence. Therefore let us acknowledge our sin and ask for for-
giveness. 

 
C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. 
 For faithless worrying and selfish pride,  
 For sins of habit and sins of choice, 
 For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,  
 You should cast me away from your presence forever. 
 O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus' sake. 

 

The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ gave to his church on earth:  
to forgive the sins of penitent sinners.”  For further information see John 20:21-23. 

Also see Luther’s Small Catechism, “The Use of the Keys and Confession.” 

 

P:  When the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under 
law, to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons. As 
sons of God and those receiving an inheritance, hear God’s forgiveness spoken 
through his servant: I forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father and of 
the Son 9 and of the Holy Spirit. 

 
C:  Amen. 
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P: Almighty God, grant that the birth of your one and only Son in the flesh may set us free 
from our old bondage under the yoke of sin; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
C: Amen. 

 

 
 

How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news, who pro-
claim peace, who bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, “Your God 
reigns!” 8 Listen! Your watchmen lift up their voices; together they shout for joy. When the 
Lord returns to Zion, they will see it with their own eyes.  

9 Burst into songs of joy together, you ruins of Jerusalem, for the Lord has comforted 
his people, he has redeemed Jerusalem. 10 The Lord will lay bare his holy arm in the sight of 
all the nations, and all the ends of the earth will see the salvation of our God. 

 
(printed on page 14 in your service folder)

In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in 
various ways, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed 
heir of all things, and through whom he made the universe.  

3 The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being, sus-
taining all things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat 
down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven. 4 So he became as much superior to the 
angels as the name he has inherited is superior to theirs. 5 For to which of the angels did 
God ever say, “You are my Son; today I have become your Father”? Or again, “I will be his 
Father, and he will be my Son”?  

6 And again, when God brings his firstborn into the world, he says, “Let all God’s angels 
worship him.” 7 In speaking of the angels he says, “He makes his angels winds, his servants 
flames of fire.”8 But about the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever, 
and righteousness will be the scepter of your kingdom. 9 You have loved righteousness and 
hated wickedness; therefore God, your God, has set you above your companions by 
anointing you with the oil of joy.” 
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In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning.  

3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that 
has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 5 The light 
shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.  

6 There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. 7 He came 
as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all men might 
believe. 8 He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. 9 

The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world. 
10 He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the 

world did not recognize him. 11 He came to that which was his own, but his own 
did not receive him. 12 Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his 
name, he gave the right to become children of God— 13 children born not of nat-
ural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.  

14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen 
his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace 
and truth. 
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 Public confession is faith’s response to God’s saving Word.  
Christians composed the Athanasian Creed in the fourth  

century to defend against the error that denied that  
Jesus Christ is true God and true man in one person.   

We proclaim a portion of the Creed here.  

 
C: It is furthermore necessary for eternal salvation truly to believe that our Lord   

 Jesus Christ also took on human flesh. 
 Now this is the true Christian faith: 
 We believe and confess that our Lord Jesus Christ, God’s Son, is both God and 

 man. He is God, eternally begotten from the nature of the Father, and he is 
 man, born in time from the nature of his mother, fully God, fully man, with 
 rational soul and human flesh, equal to the Father as to his deity, less than 
 the Father as to his humanity; and though he is both God and man, Christ is 
 not two persons but one,  

 one, not by changing the deity into flesh, but by taking the humanity into God; 
 one, indeed, not by mixture of the natures, but by unity in one person; for just as 

 the rational soul and flesh are one human being, so God and man are one 
 Christ. 

 He suffered for our salvation, descended into hell, rose the third day from the 
 dead.  He ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand of God the Father 
 almighty, and from there will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 At his coming all people will rise with their own bodies to answer for their  
  personal deeds.  Those who have done good will enter eternal life, but those 

 who have done evil will go into eternal fire. 
 This is the true Christian faith. Whoever does not faithfully and firmly believe 

 this cannot be saved. 
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Moved by God’s love in Christ, the people of Living Shepherd  
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks  

to him.  To those visiting, you are our guests.  
While your gifts are welcome, please  

do not feel obligated to give. 

Thanks for visiting us today! We’d love to have a record of your visit!  
Any information you’d be willing to share would be greatly appreciated!  

P: On this holy day, dear Father, we rejoice to hear the good news of great joy 
that a Savior has been born for us. For fulfilling your prophecies and in the 
fullness of time sending your Son to be our Savior, we give you our heartfelt 
thanks and praise. 

 C: Unto us a child is born! Unto us a Son is given! 
 
P: What a great mystery of our faith this is: that God has become fully human 

for our salvation! Even though he is the all-powerful Lord of all, he is 
wrapped in strips of cloth and lying in a manger.  

C: Help us always believe that this precious child was born as our substitute to 
be our Savior. 

  
P: In the midst of our joy, we grieve for the many people in our world who do 

not know that Jesus has come to bring them forgiveness and healing. As the 
shepherds spread abroad the good news of the birth of the Savior born for all 
the world, may we also make use of the unique opportunities this holiday 
presents to tell others of what we have seen and heard concerning the child. 

 C: Grant that the true peace between God and fallen mankind may comfort all 
people. 

 
Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 
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P: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
  
Silent prayer. 
  
P: As the angels sang out their praise, move us also to sing out our praise to 

you, today and every day, as the joy of Christmas remains in our hearts. 
C: Glory to God in the highest! Amen. 
  
P: Father, we bring these prayers before you this Christmas and always, confident 

that you will hear and answer them. For it was your only Son who taught us to 
pray: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen. 

 
  

  
P:    The Lord bless you and keep you! 
 The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you!                                                                

The Lord look upon you with favor, and give you peace! 
 
 C: Amen 
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We’re so glad you were able to join us to worship our newborn Savior 
this morning! We hope you enjoyed your time with us and we hope you’ll 
join us again soon!

Pastor Pete Zaferos 
E-mail address:  pastorzaf@gmail.com 

www.LivingShepherd.com 
Pastor’s Phone: (307) 399-9288 

Call or Text Anytime!! 


