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We’re so glad you joined us for worship today! 

-    Our restrooms are located in the basement through the door nearest the piano. 

-   We love having children in our worship service!  However, if your child becomes 
restless, for your convenience we have a children’s play area downstairs along 
with an audio and video feed of the service. 

-   You are our guest!  If there is something else we can help you with, please let 
any of us know! 

-   Finally, with the exception of a few hymns and the Psalm, you’ll find everything 
you need for worship printed in this service folder. Lord’s blessings on your wor-
ship! 

 
“These Corinthian Christians were taking God’s grace lightly… Far too often, that 

church was living as though the grace of God had never visited the lives of its 
members.” Ouch. That observation is from Professor Emeritus Richard Balge of 
Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary. This morning, as we take a look at God’s grace 
taken lightly, we won’t be able to help but see how we often do the same. How 
will the Apostle Paul address this particular struggle of the Corinthian church 
and so many others? Let’s find out!  

 

 
Heavenly Father, You are rich and glorious but I am poor and sinful. Forgive me for 

the times I have forgotten this. Thank You for sending Jesus to give up His riches 
and become poor like me. Remind me every day that his death on the cross is 
payment for all my sins! In Jesus’ name, Amen.      
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Please Stand 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor:  (sung) If you dwelt, O Lord, upon our sinfulness, then who could stand?  But 
with you there is mercy and forgiveness and a guiding hand.     

C:  Refrain 
 

P: (sung) O Lord, hear the sound of my call — and answer me.  My heart cries out 
for Your presence; it is You I seek. 

C:  Refrain 
 

P: We begin our worship in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 
 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 
P: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and 

penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to 
forgive us.  

 
C: Out of the depths we cry to you, O Lord; O Lord, hear our voices, let your 

ears be attentive to our cries for mercy. If you kept a record of sins, O Lord, 
who could stand?   (continues on next page) 
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C: We confess that we have wandered far from you and have squandered the 
wealth of your blessings in our lives.  When we come to our senses we must 
return to you and cry: Father, we have sinned against heaven and against 
you.  We are no longer worthy to be called your children. Have mercy on us! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
* 

 
P: Wait for the Lord and place your hope in his Word.  
C: We wait for the Lord, our souls wait, and in his Word we put our hope. 

 
P: Put your hope in the Lord, for with the Lord is unfailing love, and with him is 

full redemption. God your heavenly Father says to you, “You are mine.  Every-
thing I have is yours. You were dead, but you are alive again. You were lost, 
but now you are found.” He himself has redeemed you from all of your sins, 
through the innocent suffering and death of his Son, Jesus Christ. Therefore, 
as his called servant, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 
C: Amen  
 
C: (Refrain is sung) 

*  Today’s confession and announcement of forgiveness is built off of words 

from Psalm 130, a penitential Psalm, and Luke 15:11-32, the Parable of the 
Lost Son. 
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P: Almighty God, look with favor on your humble servants and stretch out the 

right hand of your power to defend us against all our enemies; through Jesus 
Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  

 
 C: Amen. 
 

 

Then the LORD said to Moses, 24 “Say to the assembly, ‘Move away from the 
tents of Korah, Dathan and Abiram.’ ”  

25 Moses got up and went to Dathan and Abiram, and the elders of Israel fol-
lowed him. 26 He warned the assembly, “Move back from the tents of these wicked 
men! Do not touch anything belonging to them, or you will be swept away because 
of all their sins.” 27 So they moved away from the tents of Korah, Dathan and Abi-
ram. Dathan and Abiram had come out and were standing with their wives, children 
and little ones at the entrances to their tents.  

28 Then Moses said, “This is how you will know that the LORD has sent me to do 
all these things and that it was not my idea: 29 If these men die a natural death and 
experience only what usually happens to men, then the LORD has not sent me. 30 But 
if the LORD brings about something totally new, and the earth opens its mouth and 
swallows them, with everything that belongs to them, and they go down alive into 
the grave, then you will know that these men have treated the LORD with con-
tempt.”  

31 As soon as he finished saying all this, the ground under them split apart 32 and 
the earth opened its mouth and swallowed them, with their households and all 
Korah’s men and all their possessions. 33 They went down alive into the grave, with 
everything they owned; the earth closed over them, and they perished and were 
gone from the community. 34 At their cries, all the Israelites around them fled, 
shouting, “The earth is going to swallow us too!”  

35 And fire came out from the LORD and consumed the 250 men who were offer-
ing the incense.  



6 

 

36 The LORD said to Moses, 37 “Tell Eleazar son of Aaron, the priest, to take the 
censers out of the smoldering remains and scatter the coals some distance away, 
for the censers are holy— 38 the censers of the men who sinned at the cost of their 
lives. Hammer the censers into sheets to overlay the altar, for they were presented 
before the LORD and have become holy. Let them be a sign to the Israelites.”  

39 So Eleazar the priest collected the bronze censers brought by those who had 
been burned up, and he had them hammered out to overlay the altar, 40 as the LORD 
directed him through Moses. This was to remind the Israelites that no one except a 
descendant of Aaron should come to burn incense before the LORD, or he would be-
come like Korah and his followers. 

 
(printed on page 81 in the front part of your red hymnal) 

(The children may come forward after the Psalm for the children’s devotion) 

Now there were some present at that time who told Jesus about the Galileans 
whose blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices. 2 Jesus answered, “Do you think 
that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans because they 
suffered this way? 3 I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish. 4 Or 
those eighteen who died when the tower in Siloam fell on them—do you think they 
were more guilty than all the others living in Jerusalem? 5 I tell you, no! But unless 
you repent, you too will all perish.”  

6 Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree, planted in his vineyard, and 
he went to look for fruit on it, but did not find any. 7 So he said to the man who took 
care of the vineyard, ‘For three years now I’ve been coming to look for fruit on this 
fig tree and haven’t found any. Cut it down! Why should it use up the soil?’  

8 “ ‘Sir,’ the man replied, ‘leave it alone for one more year, and I’ll dig around it 
and fertilize it. 9 If it bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it down.’ ” 

 

The Hymn of the Day is assigned to this day because of its rich  
content and connection to the day’s Gospel. 

 

(This morning, we will listen to Koine’s recording of this hymn. The first verse sung is not in our hymnal. 
The congregation is invited to join in for the final 3  verses. The verses sung are 1, 4 and 3 in that order.) 
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For I do not want you to be ignorant of the fact, brothers, that our forefa-
thers were all under the cloud and that they all passed through the sea. 2 They 
were all baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea. 3 They all ate the same 
spiritual food 4 and drank the same spiritual drink; for they drank from the spiri-
tual rock that accompanied them, and that rock was Christ. 5 Nevertheless, God 
was not pleased with most of them; their bodies were scattered over the desert.  

6 Now these things occurred as examples to keep us from setting our hearts 
on evil things as they did. 7 Do not be idolaters, as some of them were; as it is 
written: “The people sat down to eat and drink and got up to indulge in pagan 
revelry.” 8 We should not commit sexual immorality, as some of them did—and 
in one day twenty-three thousand of them died. 9 We should not test the Lord, 
as some of them did—and were killed by snakes. 10 And do not grumble, as some 
of them did—and were killed by the destroying angel.  

11 These things happened to them as examples and were written down as 
warnings for us, on whom the fulfillment of the ages has come. 12 So, if you think 
you are standing firm, be careful that you don’t fall! 13 No temptation has seized 
you except what is common to man. And God is faithful; he will not let you be 
tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also 
provide a way out so that you can stand up under it. 



8 

   
P: Living in a world where people believe that the universe was formed through 

chance and accident, what do you believe?  
  
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  
P:  Living in a world where people are confronted with the guilt and punishment of 

sin, what do you believe Jesus did for you? 
  
C: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was cruci-
fied, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again 
from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 

  

P: Living in a world where people are without hope and certainty, what do you 
believe? 

  
C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life ever-
lasting. Amen. 

 
 

Moved by God’s love in Christ, the people of Living Shepherd  
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks  

to him.  To those visiting, you are our guests.  
While your gifts are welcome, please  

do not feel obligated to give. 

Thanks for visiting us today! We’d love to have a record of your visit!  
Any information you’d be willing to share would be greatly appreciated!  
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 We pray on behalf of this church as well as on behalf of  
God’s people throughout our nation and the world. 

P: Heavenly Father, you loved the world and gave your Son to liberate us from sin 
and death by his obedient death on the cross. 

C: We confess that without your love we are lost. 
 
P: Lord of the Church, we thank you for the treasure of the gospel. By your Spirit, 

keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith. 
C: Strengthen our determination to do what pleases you, no matter what the 

danger or the cost. 
 
P: Let us pray for those who carry a cross in the name of Christ and face ridicule 

and persecution for the sake of the kingdom: missionaries and chaplains, young 
people who stand up for what is right in the face of pressure to do what is 
wrong, and all who pay a high price for their faith and their values as Christians. 

C: By your Spirit, O Lord, grant them patience and endurance. 
 
P: Let us pray for those who carry heavy burdens in life: the sick and the chroni-

cally ill, the depressed and the lonely, those torn by conflict in personal rela-
tionships, those victimized by war and injustice, and all who face the terrors of 
life with a heavy heart. 

C: Grant them peace, O Lord, and in your mercy, be their guardian and friend, 
their comfort and hope. 

 
P: Let us pray for those who care for others: pastors and counselors; physicians 

and nurses; social workers and caring friends; all who feed the hungry, comfort 
the hurting, and stand beside the dying. 

C: Strengthen them in their work, O Lord, and do not let them become weary in 
doing good. 

 
P: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 
Silent prayer. 
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P: Help us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Keep us faithful even 
to the point of death, that we may receive the crown of life, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. 

 
 Father, we bring these prayers before you, confident that you will hear and an-

swer them.  For it was your only Son who taught us to pray: 
 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  
The Lord said, “So they will put my name on [them],  

and I will bless them” [Numbers 6:27]. 

 
 
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 
C: Amen 
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We welcome everyone here today and thank you for joining us for our 
worship service! We hope that you will join us again soon.    

 

 
Please check your mailbox for any information that was recently distrib-

uted! Meditations and Forward in Christ magazines are also available in the 
mailboxes on the right. 

 
Join us for worship this Wednesday at 6:30 PM! Pastor Joel Spaude from 

Fort Collins, CO will be here to share God’s Word with us. 

Pastor Pete Zaferos 
E-mail address:  pastorzaf@gmail.com 

www.LivingShepherd.com 
Pastor’s Phone: (307) 399-9288 

Call or Text Anytime!! 


