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We’re so glad you joined us for worship today!   

-    Restrooms are located on your right and on your left immediately after you walk 
through the double doors next to the fire place. 

-   We love having children in our worship service! However, if your child becomes 
restless, the café (first door on the left past the restrooms) is a great place to 
regroup and grab a cup of coffee. 

-   You are our guest! If there is something else we can help you with, please let 
any one of us know! 

-   Finally, you’ll find everything you need for worship printed in this service folder. 
Lord’s blessings on your worship! 

In today’s Gospel lesson, we’ll see two kinds of blindness. One cannot see a way to 
salvation—the other sees the Way, but rejects him. In our sermon, we’ll focus on 
a portion of God’s Word from the Old Testament book of Isaiah that foretells 
this very thing. We’ll see a warning for those who blindly reject Jesus, but for all 
helplessly blind children who cannot find a way to escape the darkness or sin 
and death, we’ll see a striking promise of deliverance and rescue! 

 
Heavenly Father, You are rich and glorious but I am poor and sinful. Forgive me for 

the times I have forgotten this. Thank You for sending Jesus to give up His riches 
and become poor like me. Remind me every day that his death on the cross is 
payment for all my sins! In Jesus’ name, Amen.      
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Please Stand 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor:  (sung) If you dwelt, O Lord, upon our sinfulness, then who could stand?  But 
with you there is mercy and forgiveness and a guiding hand.     

C:  Refrain 
 

P: (sung) O Lord, hear the sound of my call — and answer me.  My heart cries out 
for Your presence; it is You I seek. 

C:  Refrain 
 

P: We begin our worship in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 
 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 
P: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and 

penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to 
forgive us.  

 
C: Out of the depths we cry to you, O Lord; O Lord, hear our voices, let your 

ears be attentive to our cries for mercy. If you kept a record of sins, O Lord, 
who could stand?   (continues on next page) 
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C: We confess that we have wandered far from you and have squandered the 
wealth of your blessings in our lives.  When we come to our senses we must 
return to you and cry: Father, we have sinned against heaven and against 
you.  We are no longer worthy to be called your children. Have mercy on us! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
* 

 
P: Wait for the Lord and place your hope in his Word.  
C: We wait for the Lord, our souls wait, and in his Word we put our hope. 

 
P: Put your hope in the Lord, for with the Lord is unfailing love, and with him is 

full redemption. God your heavenly Father says to you, “You are mine.  Every-
thing I have is yours. You were dead, but you are alive again. You were lost, 
but now you are found.” He himself has redeemed you from all of your sins, 
through the innocent suffering and death of his Son, Jesus Christ. Therefore, 
as his called servant, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 
C: Amen  
 
C: (Refrain is sung) 

*  Today’s confession and announcement of forgiveness is built off of words 

from Psalm 130, a penitential Psalm, and Luke 15:11-32, the Parable of the 
Lost Son. 
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P: David, by the power of the Word, the Holy Spirit has led you to believe that 

new life in Christ is yours. Now in Holy Baptism the Lord Jesus assures you of 
your salvation. That you may give public testimony of your faith, I therefore ask 
you: 

 
 Do you believe that you were born in sin and therefore eternally lost? 
 
David: Yes 
 
P: Do you believe in the Triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit? 
 
David: Yes 
 
P: Do you believe that this Triune God planned and carried out your salvation? 
 
David: Yes 
 
P: Do you believe that God grants you the forgiveness of sins in Holy Baptism? 
 
David: Yes 
 
P: Do you desire to be baptized? 
 
David: Yes, I do. 
 
P: Receive the sign of the cross on the head and heart † to mark you as a re-

deemed child of Christ. 
 

 David Young, I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit.  

 

 The Almighty God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—has forgiven all your sins. By 
your baptism, you are born again and made a dear child of your Father in heav-
en. May God strengthen you to live in your baptismal grace all the days of your 
life. Peace be with you. 
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P: Brothers and sisters in Christ: Our Lord commands that we teach his precious 

truths to all who are baptized. Christian love therefore urges all of us to assist in 
whatever manner possible so that David may remain a child of God until death.  
If you are willing to carry out this responsibility then answer: Yes, as God gives 
me strength. 

 
C: Yes, as God gives me strength. 
 
P: Let us pray. 
 
 Merciful Father in heaven, we thank you for the blessing of baptism by which 

you offer and grant the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation.  Help us to regard 
our baptism as the robe of righteousness we are to wear all the days of our life.  
Look with special favor upon David and grant him a rich measure of your Spirit 
that he may grow in faith and godly living.  Make us willing to carry out our re-
sponsibilities to those who have been baptized, so that all of us may finally 
come to the blessed joys of heaven, through Jesus our Lord. 

 
C: Amen. 

 
 
P: Almighty God, look with favor on your humble servants and stretch out the 

right hand of your power to defend us against all our enemies; through Jesus 
Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  

 
 C: Amen. 
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As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, 
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3 “Neither this 
man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that the work of God 
might be displayed in his life. 4 As long as it is day, we must do the work of him who 
sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work. 5 While I am in the world, I am the 
light of the world.” 6 Having said this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with 
the saliva, and put it on the man’s eyes. 7 “Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of Si-
loam” (this word means Sent). So the man went and washed, and came home see-
ing…  

13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. 14 Now the day on 
which Jesus had made the mud and opened the man’s eyes was a Sabbath. 15 There-
fore the Pharisees also asked him how he had received his sight. “He put mud on my 
eyes,” the man replied, “and I washed, and now I see.” 16 Some of the Pharisees 
said, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.” But others 
asked, “How can a sinner do such miraculous signs?” So they were divided. 17 Finally 
they turned again to the blind man, “What have you to say about him? It was your 
eyes he opened.” The man replied, “He is a prophet...”  

34 To this they replied, “You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture 
us!” And they threw him out. 35 Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and 
when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 36 “Who is he, 
sir?” the man asked. “Tell me so that I may believe in him.” 37 Jesus said, “You have 
now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with you.” 38 Then the man said, “Lord, 
I believe,” and he worshiped him. 39 Jesus said, “For judgment I have come into this 
world, so that the blind will see and those who see will become blind.” 

(printed on the page 13 in your service folder) 
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 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children 
of light 9 (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth) 
10 and find out what pleases the Lord. 11 Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds 
of darkness, but rather expose them. 12 For it is shameful even to mention what the 
disobedient do in secret. 13 But everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 14 

for it is light that makes everything visible. This is why it is said: “Wake up, O sleep-
er, rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.” 

The Hymn of the Day is assigned to this day because of its rich  
content and connection to the day’s Gospel. 

 

(The children may come forward during verse 3 for the children’s devotion) 



9 

 

“For a long time I have kept silent, I have been quiet and held myself back. 
But now, like a woman in childbirth, I cry out, I gasp and pant. 15 I will lay waste 
the mountains and hills and dry up all their vegetation; I will turn rivers into is-
lands and dry up the pools. 16 I will lead the blind by ways they have not known, 
along unfamiliar paths I will guide them; I will turn the darkness into light before 
them and make the rough places smooth. These are the things I will do; I will not 
forsake them. 17 But those who trust in idols, who say to images, ‘You are our 
gods,’ will be turned back in utter shame. 18 “Hear, you deaf; look, you blind, and 
see! 19Who is blind but my servant, and deaf like the messenger I send? Who is 
blind like the one committed to me, blind like the servant of the Lord? 20 You 
have seen many things, but have paid no attention; your ears are open, but you 
hear nothing.” 21 It pleased the Lord for the sake of his righteousness to make 
his law great and glorious. 
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P: Living in a world where people believe that the universe was formed through 

chance and accident, what do you believe?  
  
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  
P:  Living in a world where people are confronted with the guilt and punishment of 

sin, what do you believe Jesus did for you? 
  
C: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Ho-

ly Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again 
from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 

  

P: Living in a world where people are without hope and certainty, what do you 
believe? 

  
C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life ever-
lasting. Amen. 

 
 

Moved by God’s love in Christ, the people of Living Shepherd  
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks  

to him.  To those visiting, you are our guests.  
While your gifts are welcome, please  

do not feel obligated to give. 

Thanks for visiting us today! We’d love to have a record of your visit!  
Any information you’d be willing to share would be greatly appreciated!  
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 We pray on behalf of this church as well as on behalf of  
God’s people throughout our nation and the world. 

P: Heavenly Father, you loved the world and gave your Son to liberate us from sin 
and death by his obedient death on the cross. 

C: We confess that without your love we are lost. 
 
P: Lord of the Church, we thank you for the treasure of the gospel. By your Spirit, 

keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith. 
C: Strengthen our determination to do what pleases you, no matter what the 

danger or the cost. 
 
P: Let us pray for those who carry a cross in the name of Christ and face ridicule 

and persecution for the sake of the kingdom: missionaries and chaplains, young 
people who stand up for what is right in the face of pressure to do what is 
wrong, and all who pay a high price for their faith and their values as Christians. 

C: By your Spirit, O Lord, grant them patience and endurance. 
 
P: Let us pray for those who carry heavy burdens in life: the sick and the chronical-

ly ill, the depressed and the lonely, those torn by conflict in personal relation-
ships, those victimized by war and injustice, and all who face the terrors of life 
with a heavy heart. 

C: Grant them peace, O Lord, and in your mercy, be their guardian and friend, 
their comfort and hope. 

 
P: Let us pray for those who care for others: pastors and counselors; physicians 

and nurses; social workers and caring friends; all who feed the hungry, comfort 
the hurting, and stand beside the dying. 

C: Strengthen them in their work, O Lord, and do not let them become weary in 
doing good. 

 
P: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 
Silent prayer. 
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P: Help us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Keep us faithful even 

to the point of death, that we may receive the crown of life, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. And we join to pray as he taught us. 

 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  
The Lord said, “So they will put my name on [them],  

and I will bless them” [Numbers 6:27]. 

 
 
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 
C: Amen 

 

  
                    (printed on pages 14)  
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O LORD, hear my prayer, listen to my cry for mercy;* 
 in your faithfulness and righteousness come to my relief. 
 
Do not bring your servant into judgment,* 
 for no one living is righteous before you. 
 
My spirit grows faint within me;* 
 my heart within me is dismayed. 
 
Refrain 
 
Answer me quickly, O LORD;* 
 do not hide your face from me. 
 
Let the morning bring me word of your unfailing love,* 
 for I have put my trust in you. 
 
Teach me to do your will, for you are my God;* 
 may your good Spirit lead me on level ground. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
 and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Refrain 
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Scripture taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®.  NIV®. 
Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. 

Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House.  All rights reserved. 
 

Order of service is a version of CWS Divine Service II 
© 2008 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  

 
Refrain Tune: Richard Proulx. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. 

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
  

All music printed with permission by  
OneLicense.net License Number A-721545  

 
Artwork by Ian Welch — 2010 Graduate of Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary 

 
Living Shepherd Logo by Rachel Westra — Westra Design 



We welcome everyone here today and thank you for joining us for Worship! 
We hope that you will join us again soon.    

 

We hope you can stick around after worship to join us for some treats from 
Sweets Bakery and some freshly brewed coffee! 

Jeff Tredo from Tredo Group (the architect we’ve hired) is here today! After 
worship we’ll take some time to discuss our building project with him. 

After our visit with Jeff Tredo we’ll continue an interactive Bible Study 
through the Gospel of John. This study will run through April 9th (Palm Sunday). 
Children are welcome to join us for the video of John’s Gospel and then will 
move to the café for Sunday school. Plan to join us! 

 

Continuing this week we’ll have worship on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 
PM. Worship will be held on Wednesday evenings concluding on April 5th. We 
still need a few people to sign up for soup suppers. Look for a sign-up sheet in 
the café! 

 
 

Pastor Pete Zaferos 
E-mail address:  pastorzaf@gmail.com 

www.LivingShepherd.com 
Pastor’s Phone: (307) 399-9288 

Call or Text Anytime!! 


