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We’re so glad you joined us for worship today!   

-    Restrooms are located on your right and on your left immediately after you walk 
through the double doors next to the fire place. 

-   We love having children in our worship service! However, if your child becomes 
restless, the café (first door on the left past the restrooms) is a great place to 
regroup and grab a cup of coffee. 

-   You are our guest! If there is something else we can help you with, please let 
any one of us know! 

-   Finally, you’ll find everything you need for worship printed in this service folder. 
Lord’s blessings on your worship! 

If a nation is divided against itself, it cannot stand. Jesus uses this argument in 
today’s Gospel reading to combat an accusation against him. After Jesus drove 
a demon out of a man who had been deaf and mute Jesus was accused of 
driving that demon out by the power of Satan. Again, if a nation is divided 
against itself, it cannot stand! Today, we see Jesus drove out this demon, not by 
the power of Satan, but by the Finger of God. Lord’s blessings on your worship 
today! 

 
Lord Jesus, in humility You came to this earth, to bring life to us humans. Use Your 

word to bring me life today. Fill me with appreciation for Your goodness and 
Your grace as I see Your humility, winning life for me. Bless my worship, O 
Savior! Amen.  
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The name of the triune God and the sign of the cross  

remind worshipers of their baptisms. 
 

 
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
C: Amen. 

 

 
P: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking 

him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 
 
C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.  

For faithless worrying and selfish pride,  
For sins of habit and sins of choice, 
For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,  
You should cast me away from your presence forever.  
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.  

The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ gave to his church on earth: to  
forgive the sins of penitent sinners.”  For further information see: John 20:21-23.  

Also see Luther’s Small Catechism, “The Use of the Keys and Confession.”  

 
P: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God 

made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of 
Christ through his called servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son (+) and  of the Holy Spirit.  

 
C: Amen. 
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P: Almighty God, you see that we have no power to defend ourselves. Guard and 

keep us both outwardly and inwardly from all adversities that may happen to 
the body and from all evil thoughts that may assault and hurt the soul; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.  

 
C: Amen. 

 

 

David sang to the Lord the words of this song when the Lord delivered him 
from the hand of all his enemies and from the hand of Saul. 2 He said: “The Lord is 
my rock, my fortress and my deliverer; 3my God is my rock, in whom I take refuge, 
my shield and the horn of my salvation. He is my stronghold, my refuge and my 
savior— from violent men you save me.  

4I call to the Lord, who is worthy of praise, and I am saved from my enemies. 
5“The waves of death swirled about me; the torrents of destruction overwhelmed 
me. 6The cords of the grave coiled around me; the snares of death confronted me. 
7In my distress I called to the Lord; I called out to my God. From his temple he heard 
my voice; my cry came to his ears.  

 
(printed on the next page) 
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I am always with you, O LORD;* 
 you hold me by my right hand. 
 
You guide me with your counsel,* 
 and afterward you will take me into glory. 
 
Whom have I in heaven but you?* 
 And earth has nothing I desire besides you. 
 
My flesh and my heart may fail,* 
 but God is the strength of my heart 
 and my portion forever. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
 and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Refrain 

 
Refrain Tune: Jack Noble White. © 1976 Belwin-Mills Publishing Corp., (admin. Alfred Pub-
lishing Co.).  All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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 Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children 2 and live a life of love, 
just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice 
to God.  

3 But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of any 
kind of impurity, or of greed, because these are improper for God’s holy people.        
4 Nor should there be obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking, which are out of place, 
but rather thanksgiving. 5 For of this you can be sure: No immoral, impure or greedy 
person—such a man is an idolater—has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ 
and of God. 6 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of such things 
God’s wrath comes on those who are disobedient. 7 Therefore do not be partners 
with them.  

8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children 
of light 9 (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth). 
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(The children may come forward during verse 3 for the children’s devotion) 
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14 Jesus was driving out a demon that was mute. When the demon left, the 
man who had been mute spoke, and the crowd was amazed. 15 But some of them 
said, “By Beelzebub, the prince of demons, he is driving out demons.” 16 Others 
tested him by asking for a sign from heaven.  

17 Jesus knew their thoughts and said to them: “Any kingdom divided against 
itself will be ruined, and a house divided against itself will fall. 18 If Satan is 
divided against himself, how can his kingdom stand? I say this because you claim 
that I drive out demons by Beelzebub. 19 Now if I drive out demons by Beelzebub, 
by whom do your followers drive them out? So then, they will be your judges.      
20 But if I drive out demons by the finger of God, then the kingdom of God has 
come to you.  

21 “When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own house, his possessions 
are safe. 22 But when someone stronger attacks and overpowers him, he takes 
away the armor in which the man trusted and divides up the spoils.  

23 “He who is not with me is against me, and he who does not gather with me, 
scatters.  

24 “When an evil spirit comes out of a man, it goes through arid places 
seeking rest and does not find it. Then it says, ‘I will return to the house I left.’     
25 When it arrives, it finds the house swept clean and put in order. 26 Then it goes 
and takes seven other spirits more wicked than itself, and they go in and live 
there. And the final condition of that man is worse than the first.”  

27 As Jesus was saying these things, a woman in the crowd called out, 
“Blessed is the mother who gave you birth and nursed you.”  

28 He replied, “Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and obey 
it.”  
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P: Living in a world where people believe that the universe was formed through 

chance and accident, what do you believe?  
  
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  
P:  Living in a world where people are confronted with the guilt and punishment of 

sin, what do you believe Jesus did for you? 
  
C: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose 
again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 
of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and 
the dead. 

  

P: Living in a world where people are without hope and certainty, what do you 
believe? 

  
C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

Thanks for visiting us today! We’d love to have a record of your visit!  
Any information you’d be willing to share would be greatly appreciated!  

 
 

Moved by God’s love in Christ, the people of Living Shepherd  
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to  
him.  To those visiting, you are our guests. While your  

gifts are welcome, please  do not feel obligated to give. 
You can also support our ministry by clicking the  

“give” button at www.LivingShepherd.com 
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We pray on behalf of this church as well as on behalf of  

God’s people throughout our nation and the world. 

 
P: Heavenly Father, you loved the world and gave your Son to liberate us from sin 

and death by his obedient death on the cross. 
C: We confess that without your love we are lost. 
 

P: Lord of the Church, we thank you for the treasure of the gospel. By your Spirit, 
keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith. 

C: Strengthen our determination to do what pleases you, no matter what the 
danger or the cost. 

 

P: Let us pray for those who carry a cross in the name of Christ and face ridicule 
and persecution for the sake of the kingdom: missionaries and chaplains, young 
people who stand up for what is right in the face of pressure to do what is 
wrong, and all who pay a high price for their faith and their values as Christians. 

C: By your Spirit, O Lord, grant them patience and endurance. 
 

P: Let us pray for those who carry heavy burdens in life: the sick and the 
chronically ill, the depressed and the lonely, those torn by conflict in personal 
relationships, those victimized by war and injustice, and all who face the terrors 
of life with a heavy heart. 

C: Grant them peace, O Lord, and in your mercy, be their guardian and friend, 
their comfort and hope. 

 

P: Let us pray for those who care for others: pastors and counselors; physicians 
and nurses; social workers and caring friends; all who feed the hungry, comfort 
the hurting, and stand beside the dying. 

C: Strengthen them in their work, O Lord, and do not let them become weary in 
doing good. 

 
Special prayers and intercessions may follow 
 
P: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 
Silent prayer 
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P: Help us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Keep us faithful even 

to the point of death, that we may receive the crown of life, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. 

 
C: Amen. 

Matthew 6:9-13 

 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
  and the glory, forever and ever.   
  Amen. 



13 

 
The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  

The Lord said, “So they will put my name on [them],  
and I will bless them” [Numbers 6:27]. 

 
 
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 
C: Amen 

(printed on the next page in your worship folder) 
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We welcome everyone here today and thank you for joining us for worship!  We 
hope that you will join us again soon.  

 

We hope you can stick around after worship to join us for some treats from Sweets 
Bakery and some freshly brewed coffee! 

 

Thanks to those who helped set up for worship today! Next week, the Hetcher, 
Hoffer, and Smith families are on for set up. Set up starts at 8:30 AM. 

 

Next week we’ll continue a 5 week study of the New Testament book of Philippians. 
Join us at 9 AM! 

 

You’re all invited to Phyllis Davis’ 60th birthday party on Sunday April 7th. The 
party will begin at 1:00pm at Alice Hardie Stevens Center. Food will be provided. 

• 

• 

Pastor Pete Zaferos 
E-mail address:  pastorzaf@gmail.com 

www.LivingShepherd.com 
Pastor’s Phone: (307) 399-9288 

Call or Text Anytime!! 


