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We’re so glad you joined us for worship today!   

-    Restrooms are located on your right and on your left immediately after you walk 
through the double doors next to the fire place. 

-   We love having children in our worship service! However, if your child becomes 
restless, the café (first door on the left past the restrooms) is a great place to 
regroup and grab a cup of coffee. 

-   You are our guest! If there is something else we can help you with, please let 
any one of us know! 

-   Finally, you’ll find everything you need for worship printed in this worship folder. 
Lord’s blessings on your worship! 

Two weeks ago we talked about how much fun it is to watch a little child wait for 
Christmas. The anticipation is infectious! But what if Christmas doesn’t live up to 
a child’s expectations? Even when it was the child’s outlandish expectations that 
led to the disappointment, no one likes to see a disappointed child. Thankfully, 
the Christian waiting for Christmas will never face this kind of disappointment! 
Jesus is exactly who God promised to send. He’s exactly the Savior we need! 
Lord’s blessings on your worship this morning! 

 

 

Lord Jesus, in humility You came to this earth, to bring life to us humans. Use Your 
word to bring me life today. Fill me with appreciation for Your goodness and 
Your grace as I see Your humility, winning life for me. Bless my worship, O Sav-
ior!  Amen.  
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The refrain printed below is sung twice then again  

following each phrase sung by the pastor
 

Please Stand 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
P: See the glory of God and … 
 
 Oh be strong, fear not and … 
 
 For our God comes to save us, so … 
 
 Oh be patient, the Lord will … 
 
 Bring good news to the poor and … 
 
 For the way is prepared, so … 

 

The name of the triune God and the sign of the cross  
remind worshipers of their baptisms. 

 
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
C: Amen. 
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P: “Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall.” (Proverbs 16:18) 

God calls us to be humble; we struggle to do so.  We confess: 
 
C: Forgive me, Lord, for I have failed to be humble.  In pride I have questioned 

Your Word and Your will.  I deserve punishment.  Have mercy on me, O God!   

 
The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ gave to his church on earth:  

To forgive the sins of penitent sinners.”  For further information see: John 20:21-23  
Also see Luther’s Small Catechism, “The Use of the Keys and Confession.”  

 
P: God, our Heavenly Father has been merciful to us. Jesus laid aside His glory, 

making Himself “nothing,” going to the cross to pay for your sins. Because of 
Jesus, your sins are forgiven, you are at peace with God!  

 

C: Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good!      
 
P: We rejoice in the first coming of our Savior Jesus; we look forward to His com-

ing again.  With all believers we sing,  
 
(The refrain is sung twice by the congregation) 
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P: Hear our prayers, Lord Jesus Christ, and come with the good news of your 

mighty deliverance. Drive the darkness from our hearts and fill us with your 
light; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

 
C: Amen. (spoken)  

 

 

The desert and the parched land will be glad; the wilderness will rejoice and 
blossom. Like the crocus, 2 it will burst into bloom; it will rejoice greatly and shout 
for joy. The glory of Lebanon will be given to it, the splendor of Carmel and Sharon; 
they will see the glory of the Lord, the splendor of our God. 3Strengthen the feeble 
hands, steady the knees that give way; 4say to those with fearful hearts, “Be strong, 
do not fear; your God will come, he will come with vengeance; with divine retribu-
tion he will come to save you.”  

5Then will the eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of the deaf unstopped. 
6Then will the lame leap like a deer, and the mute tongue shout for joy. Water will 
gush forth in the wilderness and streams in the desert. 

(printed on the next page of your worship folder) 
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Praise the LORD, O my soul.* 
 I will sing praise to my God as long as I live. 
 
Do not put your trust in princes,* 
 in mortal men, who cannot save. 
 
Blessed is he whose hope is in the LORD his God,* 
 the maker of heaven and earth. 
 
Refrain 
 
The LORD gives food to the hungry,* 
 the LORD sets prisoners free. 
 
The LORD gives sight to the blind,* 
 the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down. 
 
The LORD watches over the outcast* 
 and sustains the fatherless and the widow. 
 
The LORD remains faithful forever.* 
 He upholds the cause of the oppressed. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
 and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Refrain 

 
 

 
Refrain Tune: Lynn Trapp. © 1989 MorningStar Music Publishers. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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 26 Brothers, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you 
were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble 
birth. 27 But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose 
the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 28 He chose the lowly things of 
this world and the despised things—and the things that are not—to nullify the 
things that are, 29 so that no one may boast before him. 30 It is because of him that 
you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God—that is, our 
righteousness, holiness and redemption. 31 Therefore, as it is written: “Let him who 
boasts boast in the Lord.” 

The Hymn of the Day is assigned to this day because of its rich  
content and connection to the day’s Gospel. 

 

(The children may come forward during verse 3 for the children’s devotion) 
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When John heard in prison what Christ was doing, he sent his disciples 3 to 
ask him, “Are you the one who was to come, or should we expect someone 
else?”  

4 Jesus replied, “Go back and report to John what you hear and see: 5 The 
blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf 
hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is preached to the poor.                
6 Blessed is the man who does not fall away on account of me.”  

7 As John’s disciples were leaving, Jesus began to speak to the crowd about 
John: “What did you go out into the desert to see? A reed swayed by the 
wind? 8 If not, what did you go out to see? A man dressed in fine clothes? No, 
those who wear fine clothes are in kings’ palaces. 9 Then what did you go out 
to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10 This is the one 
about whom it is written: “ ‘I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will 
prepare your way before you.’ 
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We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made.  For us 
and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spir-
it and the virgin Mary, and became fully human.  For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose 
again in accordance with the Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is seated 
at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and 
the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Fa-

ther and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glo-
rified, who has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian* 
and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
*The original text here reads “catholic,” a word meaning “universal.” The Church consists of all believers in heaven 
and on earth, of every time in history. 

Thanks for visiting us today! We’d love to have a record of your visit!  
Any information you’d be willing to share would be greatly appreciated!  

 
 

Moved by God’s love in Christ, the people of Living Shepherd  
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to  
him.  To those visiting, you are our guests. While your  

gifts are welcome, please  do not feel obligated to give. 
You can also support our ministry by clicking the  

“give” button at www.LivingShepherd.com 
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 We pray on behalf of this church as well as on behalf of  
God’s people throughout our nation and the world. 

 

P: Eternal Father, throughout the centuries you repeated and affirmed your 
promise to send the offspring of the woman to crush the serpent’s head. 
Through your prophets of old, you continually directed the eyes of your peo-
ple to the advent of their Savior. 

 
C: We praise you, O Lord, for keeping your promise and sending your Son to 

destroy the works of the devil. 
 
P: As we prepare to celebrate the birth of our King, use your mighty Word to 

shatter our pride and to rouse us from spiritual slumber and apathy. 
 
C: Move us to take to heart the words of John: “Repent, for the kingdom of 

heaven is near.” 
 
P: You sent your Son to redeem us from sin. Let this good news be our joy and 

strength. Use it to cheer the lonely, encourage the fearful, and give hope to 
the despairing. In these days before Christmas, spare us from the stress of 
deadlines and the frenzy of commercialism. 

 
C: Fill our lives with the message of your peace and the music of your grace. 
 
P: Direct our eyes not only to the manger but also to the skies, where we will 

see your Son coming again, not as a lowly child but as the Lord of lords. 
 
C: Lift up our hearts in joyful anticipation of that day. 
 
Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 
 
P: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 
Silent prayer. 
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P: Come quickly, Lord Jesus, in your grace, in your power, and in your glory. 
 
C: Come, Lord Jesus! Amen. 

The words of the Preface mark the beginning of the Sacrament section of the service  
and lift the worshipers’ hearts in praise. The opening sentences  

are among the oldest in the Christian liturgy. 

 
P: The Lord be with you. 
 
C: And also with you. 
 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
 
C: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 
C: It is good and right so to do. 
 
P: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 

thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who comes with his Father to make his home in human 
hearts, working repentance and faith by his Spirit until he comes again. 
Therefore with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your 
holy name and join their glorious song:  
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Sanctus means “holy.” Used possibly as early as the second century, this canticle  

was in wide use among Christians in worship by the fourteenth century 
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P: Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for 
sending your Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love 
through which he has ransomed us from sin, death, and the devil’s power. 

 
  By his incarnation, he became one with us. 
  By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will. 
  By his innocent death, he overcame hell. 
  By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven. 

 
 Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table 

with repentant and joyful hearts. Strengthen us through Christ’s body and 
blood, and preserve us in the true faith until we feast with him and all his 
ransomed people in glory everlasting. 

 
C: Amen. 

Matthew 6:9-13 

 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us. 
 Lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
  and the glory, forever and ever.   
  Amen. 
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As he speaks the Words of Institution, the minister both proclaims the words of Jesus 

to the congregation and sets apart the bread and wine for the Lord’s use.  
The sign of the cross reminds us of Christ's death. 

 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he 

had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; 
this is my (+) body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 
 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, 

all of you; this is my (+) blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you 
for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of 
me.”   

 
 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 
C: Amen 
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Jesus is God’s Lamb [Agnus Dei], who was offered as a sacrifice for sin once for all. 
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The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately  
with Christ and with one another as Christians who are united around a common  
confession of faith. In light of our Lord’s clear warning concerning His Holy Supper 
in 1 Corinthians 11:27-29, we ask you take the opportunity to join us in studying  

what our God has to say concerning this Holy Supper prior to communing.   
If you wish to come forward at the direction of our usher and have not yet  

declared fellowship with us, you may do so and will receive a blessing. 
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The Nunc Dimittis [“Now dismiss”] is also known as the “Song of Simeon.”  
Through God’s Word and Sacrament, we have seen Jesus Christ, and like  

Simeon we find divine peace and comfort through faith in the Savior. 
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P: The Lord bless you and keep you and come...  

 
C: (sing refrain) 
 
P: Make his face shine upon you and come... 
 
C: (sing refrain) 
 
P: Cover you with His peace and come... 
 
C: (refrain will be sung twice) 

(printed on the next page of your service folder) 
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Scripture taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®.  NIV®. 
Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. 

Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House.  All rights reserved. 
 

Order of service is a combination of Christian Worship Supplement Divine Service II and  
© 2008 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  

 
Refrain Tune: Robert J. Thompson. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com.  

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 

Advent Gathering Song. Copyright © 1995 by GIA Publications Inc 
 

All music printed with permission by  
OneLicense.net License Number A-721545 & CCLI License Number 11269453 

 
Artwork by Ian Welch — 2010 Graduate of Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary 

 
Living Shepherd Logo by Rachel Westra — Westra Design 



We welcome everyone here today and thank you for joining us for Worship!  
We hope that you will join us again soon.  

 

We hope you can stick around after worship to join us for some treats from 
Sweets Bakery and some freshly brewed coffee! 

 

Join us Sunday mornings at 9 AM for a Bible study on Advent.

Thanks to those who helped set up for worship today! Next week, the March 
and Rap families are on for set up. Set up starts at 8:30 AM. 

 

After worship we’d love to have the kids stay after for 5-10 minutes to run 
through a song they’ll sing on Sunday, December 23rd and to run through the 
plan for Christmas Eve.  

 

We will have a Children’s Christmas Eve worship service at 4 PM on Christmas 
Eve. Following the service there will be a potluck with ham provided (bring a ham 
to share). Christmas Eve worship will be at 6 PM. 

 

We will have Christmas worship service at 10 AM on Christmas morning.  

Pastor Pete Zaferos 
E-mail address:  pastorzaf@gmail.com 

www.LivingShepherd.com 
Pastor’s Phone: (307) 399-9288 

Call or Text Anytime!! 


