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We’re so glad you joined us for worship today!   

-    Restrooms are located on your right and on your left immediately after you walk 
through the double doors next to the fire place. 

-   We love having children in our worship service! However, if your child becomes 
restless, the café (first door on the left past the restrooms) is a great place to 
regroup and grab a cup of coffee. 

-   You are our guest! If there is something else we can help you with, please let 
any one of us know! 

-   Finally, you’ll find everything you need for worship printed in this service folder. 
Lord’s blessings on your worship! 

What does it mean to be a “child of God.” For starters, as Jesus teaches us in the 
Lord’s Prayer, it means we rightly get to call God “Our Father!” That alone is an 
amazing truth, but there’s so much more! As children of God, THE Son of God 
(Jesus himself) is our brother! And as we’ll see today, the fact that you and I are 
children of God means we are heirs of the estate—THE estate! Heaven itself! 
Lord’s blessings on your worship this morning!   

 
Lord Jesus, in humility You came to this earth, to bring life to us humans.  Use Your 

word to bring me life today.  Fill me with appreciation for Your goodness and 
Your grace as I see Your humility, winning life for me.  Bless my worship, O Sav-
ior!  Amen.  
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The name of the triune God and the sign of the cross  

remind worshipers of their baptisms. 

 
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
C: Amen. 

P:  Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking 
him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

 
C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. 
 For faithless worrying and selfish pride,  
 For sins of habit and sins of choice, 
 for the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,  
 You should cast me away from your presence forever. 
 O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus' sake. 

 
The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ gave to his church on earth:  

to forgive the sins of penitent sinners.”  For further information see John 20:21-23. 
Also see Luther’s Small Catechism, “The Use of the Keys and Confession.” 

 

P:  Glory to God in the highest! In love that astounds us, the eternal God sent his 
one and only Son to live among us, to obey as we could not, and to suffer what 
we deserved. In Christ there is indeed peace on earth. In him God extends his 
good will to all people. He was born to save us. Because of Christ and by his au-
thority, I say to you what God himself says: In Christ your sins are forgiven! 

 
C:  Glory to God in the highest! Amen. 
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P: Almighty God, in mercy you sent your one and only Son to take upon himself 
our human nature. By his gracious coming deliver us from the corruption of our 
sin and transform us into the likeness of his glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 
 C: Amen. 

 
 

 “Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I delight; I will put 
my Spirit on him and he will bring justice to the nations. 2He will not shout or cry 
out, or raise his voice in the streets. 3A bruised reed he will not break, and a smol-
dering wick he will not snuff out. In faithfulness he will bring forth justice; 4he will 
not falter or be discouraged till he establishes justice on earth. In his law the islands 
will put their hope.”  

(printed on the next page in your worship folder) 
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Praise the LORD, O my soul;* 
 all my inmost being, praise his holy name. 
 
He forgives all your sins* 
 and heals all your diseases; 
 
he redeems your life from the grave* 
 and crowns you with love and compassion. 
 
Refrain 
 
The LORD is compassionate and gracious,* 
 slow to anger, abounding in love. 
 
He does not treat us as our sins deserve* 
 or repay us according to our iniquities. 
 
For as high as the heavens are above the earth,* 
 so great is his love for those who fear him; 
 
as far as the east is from the west,* 
 so far has he removed our transgressions from us. 
 
Refrain 
 
As a father has compassion on his children,* 
 so the LORD has compassion on those who fear him; 
 
for he knows how we are formed,* 
 he remembers that we are dust. 
 
Our days are like grass, like a flower of the field;* 
 the wind blows over it and it is gone. 
 
But the LORD’S love is with those who fear him* 
 from everlasting to everlasting. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
 and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Refrain 
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 Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and de-
vout. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 
26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had 
seen the Lord’s Christ. 27 Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When 
the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law re-
quired, 28 Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying: 29 “Sovereign Lord, 
as you have promised, you now dismiss your servant in peace. 30 For my eyes have 
seen your salvation,  31 which you have prepared in the sight of all people, 32 a light 
for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.”  

33 The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said about him. 34 Then 
Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to cause 
the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, 
35 so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your 
own soul too.”  

36 There was also a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of 
Asher. She was very old; she had lived with her husband seven years after her mar-
riage, 37 and then was a widow until she was eighty-four. She never left the temple 
but worshiped night and day, fasting and praying. 38 Coming up to them at that very 
moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were looking 
forward to the redemption of Jerusalem.  
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(The children may come forward during verse 2 for the children’s devotion) 
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What I am saying is that as long as the heir is a child, he is no different from 
a slave, although he owns the whole estate. 2 He is subject to guardians and 
trustees until the time set by his father. 3 So also, when we were children, we 
were in slavery under the basic principles of the world. 4 But when the time had 
fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law, 5 to redeem 
those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons. 6 Because you are 
sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, 
“Abba, Father.” 7 So you are no longer a slave, but a son; and since you are a 
son, God has made you also an heir. 
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P: Living in a world where people believe that the universe was formed through 

chance and accident, what do you believe?  
  
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  
P:  Living in a world where people are confronted with the guilt and punishment of 

sin, what do you believe Jesus did for you? 
  
C: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Ho-

ly Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again 
from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 

  

P: Living in a world where people are without hope and certainty, what do you 
believe? 

  
C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life ever-
lasting. Amen. 

Thanks for visiting us today! We’d love to have a record of your visit!  
Any information you’d be willing to share would be greatly appreciated!  

 
 

Moved by God’s love in Christ, the people of Living Shepherd  
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to  
him.  To those visiting, you are our guests. While your  

gifts are welcome, please  do not feel obligated to give. 
You can also support our ministry by clicking the  

“give” button at www.LivingShepherd.com 
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We pray on behalf of this church as well as on behalf of  

God’s people throughout our nation and the world. 

 
P: Oh gracious and almighty Father, we praise you that you kept your ancient 

promises by sending your everlasting Son in human flesh. 
  
C: Unto us a child is born! Unto us a Son is given! 
 
P: What a great mystery of our faith this is: that God has become fully human for 

our salvation! Even though he is the all-powerful Lord of all, he is wrapped in 
strips of cloth and lying in a manger. 

 
C: Help us always believe that this precious child was born as our substitute to 

be our Savior. 
 
P: You sent Jesus as a lowly child to demonstrate your concern for all, the weak 

and lonely, the troubled and frightened, the timid and helpless. No one is over-
looked by your ever-seeking eyes. No one is excluded from your upholding 
arms. No one is denied the comfort and help of your outstretched hand. 

  
C: Bless us with a childlike faith in the divine assurance that you love and care 

for us always. 
  
P: You sent Jesus as the Savior of the world to deliver all from the curse of sin, the 

power of death, and the torment of hell. He took our place. He was born under 
the law to set us free. He became the innocent lamb of sacrifice. He came to 
die and rise again in order that we might live eternally. Firmly implant this good 
news in our hearts, and fill us with an eager desire to spread the Word concern-
ing what we have heard about Jesus. 

 
C: May all who hear the message, in every nation under heaven, be amazed and 

believe what is told them about the child. 
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 P: You sent Jesus as the Light of the world to drive out all darkness that would rob 
us of the full life that you intend for us. May the “joy that will be for all people” 
be our joy. May the “peace on earth to all on whom his favor rests” be our 
peace. May the treasure that Mary pondered in her heart be our treasure. 

  
C: For in the town of David, a Savior has been born to us. He is Christ, the Lord.   
 
Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 
 
P: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 
Silent prayer. 
 
P: Gracious Father, we pray boldly as Jesus taught, with the confidence that you 

will hear us and with the faith that you will respond for our welfare. For it was 
your only Son who taught us to pray: 

 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
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The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  

The Lord said, “So they will put my name on [them],  
and I will bless them” [Numbers 6:27]. 

 
 
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 
C: Amen 

            (printed on the next page in your worship folder) 
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We welcome everyone here today and thank you for joining us for Worship!  
We hope that you will join us again soon.  

 

We hope you can stick around after worship to join us for some treats from 
Sweets Bakery and some freshly brewed coffee! 

 

A new Bible study will begin shortly after the new year. More info to come!

Thanks to those who helped set up for worship today! Next week, the Bauer 
family and Campus Ministry are on for set up. Set up starts at 8:30 AM. 

Pastor Pete Zaferos 
E-mail address:  pastorzaf@gmail.com 

www.LivingShepherd.com 
Pastor’s Phone: (307) 399-9288 

Call or Text Anytime!! 


