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We’re so glad you joined us for worship today!   

-    Restrooms are located on your right and on your left immediately after you walk 
through the double doors next to the fire place. 

-   We love having children in our worship service! However, if your child becomes 
restless, the café (first door on the left past the restrooms) is a great place to 
regroup and grab a cup of coffee. 

-   You are our guest! If there is something else we can help you with, please let 
any one of us know! 

-   Finally, you’ll find everything you need for worship printed in this service folder. 
Lord’s blessings on your worship! 

Thankfulness leads to faithfulness. Think of it this way. What’s the best work envi-
ronment you’ve ever experienced? Whatever your answer, I’m guessing you 
liked your boss—were thankful for that boss even! Ever experience the oppo-
site? Ever have a job where you couldn’t stand your boss? Which one will bring 
about the best in their employees? The good boss, right? Thankfulness leads to 
faithfulness. Lord’s blessings on your worship this morning! 

 

 

Now thank we all our God, with heart and hands and voices, Who wondrous things 
has done, in Whom this world rejoices. Who, from our mother’s arms, has 
blessed us on our way,  With countless gifts of love, and still is ours today.  
Amen.  
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 The name of the triune God and the sign of the cross  
remind worshipers of their baptisms. 

 
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

 

 
P: Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth. Worship the Lord with gladness; come 

before him with joyful songs. 
C: Praise the Lord, O my soul.  I will praise the Lord all my life; I will sing praise 

to my God as long as I live. 
 
P: Know that the Lord is God.  It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his 

people, the sheep of his pasture. 
C: I will praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works 

are wonderful, I know that full well. 
 
P: Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; give thanks to 

him and praise his name. 
C: Praise the Lord, O my soul; all my inmost being, praise his holy name.  

Praise the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits. 
 
P: For the Lord is good and his love endures forever; his faithfulness continues 

through all generations. 
C: I will sing of the Lord’s great love forever; with my mouth I will make your 

faithfulness known through all generations. I will declare that your love 
stands firm forever, that you established your faithfulness in heaven itself. 
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(vs. 1,5) 

 
P: Almighty God our Father, your generous goodness comes to us new every day.  

By the work of your Spirit lead us to acknowledge your goodness, give thanks for 
your benefits, and serve you in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

 

 C: Amen. 



6 

 
 

When you have eaten and are satisfied, praise the Lord your God for the good 
land he has given you. 11 Be careful that you do not forget the Lord your God, failing 
to observe his commands, his laws and his decrees that I am giving you this day.      
12 Otherwise, when you eat and are satisfied, when you build fine houses and settle 
down, 13 and when your herds and flocks grow large and your silver and gold in-
crease and all you have is multiplied, 14 then your heart will become proud and you 
will forget the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slav-
ery. 15 He led you through the vast and dreadful desert, that thirsty and waterless 
land, with its venomous snakes and scorpions. He brought you water out of hard 
rock. 16 He gave you manna to eat in the desert, something your fathers had never 
known, to humble and to test you so that in the end it might go well with you. 17 You 
may say to yourself, “My power and the strength of my hands have produced this 
wealth for me.” 18 But remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you the 
ability to produce wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which he swore to your 
forefathers, as it is today. 

 
(based on Psalm 100) 
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 It is written: “I believed; therefore I have spoken.” With that same spirit of faith 
we also believe and therefore speak, 14 because we know that the one who raised 
the Lord Jesus from the dead will also raise us with Jesus and present us with you in 
his presence. 15 All this is for your benefit, so that the grace that is reaching more 
and more people may cause thanksgiving to overflow to the glory of God.  

16 Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet 
inwardly we are being renewed day by day. 17 For our light and momentary troubles 
are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. 18 So we fix our 
eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but 
what is unseen is eternal. 

The Hymn of the Day is assigned to this day because of its rich  
content and connection to the day’s Gospel. 

 

(The children may come forward during verse 3 for the children’s devotion) 
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“Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and 
entrusted his property to them. 15 To one he gave five talents of money, to an-
other two talents, and to another one talent, each according to his ability. Then 
he went on his journey. 16 The man who had received the five talents went at 
once and put his money to work and gained five more. 17 So also, the one with 
the two talents gained two more. 18 But the man who had received the one tal-
ent went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money.  

19 “After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled ac-
counts with them. 20 The man who had received the five talents brought the oth-
er five. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted me with five talents. See, I have gained 
five more.’  

21 “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been 
faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and 
share your master’s happiness!’  

22 “The man with the two talents also came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted 
me with two talents; see, I have gained two more.’  

23 “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been 
faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and 
share your master’s happiness!’  

24 “Then the man who had received the one talent came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘I 
knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and gath-
ering where you have not scattered seed. 25 So I was afraid and went out and hid 
your talent in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you.’  

26 “His master replied, ‘You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest 
where I have not sown and gather where I have not scattered seed? 27 Well 
then, you should have put my money on deposit with the bankers, so that when 
I returned I would have received it back with interest.  

28 “ ‘Take the talent from him and give it to the one who has the ten talents. 
29 For everyone who has will be given more, and he will have an abundance. 
Whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from him. 30 And throw 
that worthless servant outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth. 
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C: I believe that God created me and all that exists, and that he gave me my 

body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my mind and all my abilities. 
 
 And I believe that God still preserves me by richly and daily providing clothing 

and shoes, food and drink, property and home, spouse and children, land, 
cattle, and all I own, and all I need to keep my body and life.  God also pre-
serves me by defending me against all danger, guarding and protecting me 
from all evil.  All this God does only because he is my good and merciful Fa-
ther in heaven, and not because I have earned or deserved it. 

   
 For all this I ought to thank and praise, to serve and obey him. 
 This is most certainly true. 

 

Moved by God’s love in Christ, the people of Living Shepherd  
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks  

to him.  To those visiting, you are our guests.  
While your gifts are welcome, please  

do not feel obligated to give. 

Thanks for visiting us today! We’d love to have a record of your visit!  
Any information you’d be willing to share would be greatly appreciated!  
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P: Give thanks to the Lord who is good. 
C: God’s love is everlasting. 
 
P: Come, let us praise God joyfully. 
C: Let us come to God with thanksgiving. 
 
P: For the good world; for things great and small, beautiful and awesome; for 

seen and unseen splendors: 
C: We thank you, O God. 
 
P: For human life; for talking and moving and thinking together; for common 

hopes and hardships shared from birth until our dying: 
C: We thank you, O God. 
 
P: For work to do and strength to work; for the comradeship of labor; for ex-

changes of good humor and encouragement: 
C: We thank you, O God. 
 
P: For marriage; for the mystery and joy of flesh made one; for mutual for-

giveness and burdens shared; for secrets kept in love: 
C: We thank you, O God. 
 
P: For family; for living together and eating together; for family amusements 

and family pleasures: 
C: We thank you, O God. 
 
P: For children; for their energy and curiosity; for their brave play and startling 

frankness; for their sudden sympathies: 
C: We thank you, O God. 
 
P: For the young; for their high hopes; for their candid criticism; for their search 

for freedom: 
C: We thank you, O God. 
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P: For growing up and growing old; for wisdom deepened by experience; for rest 
in leisure; for time made precious by its passing: 

C: We thank you, O God. 
 
P: Gracious Father, we pray boldly as Jesus taught, with the confidence that you 

will hear us and with the faith that you will respond for our welfare. And we 
join to pray as he taught us. 

 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  
The Lord said, “So they will put my name on [them],  

and I will bless them” [Numbers 6:27]. 

 
 
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 
C: Amen 

(printed on the next page of your service folder) 
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Scripture taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®.  NIV®. 
Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. 

Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House.  All rights reserved. 
 

Order of service is a combination of Christian Worship Supplement Divine Service II and  
© 2008 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  

  
All music printed with permission by  

OneLicense.net License Number A-721545 & CCLI License Number 11269453 
 

Artwork by Ian Welch — 2010 Graduate of Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary 
 

Living Shepherd Logo by Rachel Westra — Westra Design 



We welcome everyone here today and thank you for joining 
us for Worship!  We hope that you will join us again soon.    

 

Join us after worship today for a thanksgiving pot luck and 
open forum. We’ll discuss the latest on our building project! 

Pastor Pete Zaferos 
E-mail address:  pastorzaf@gmail.com 

www.LivingShepherd.com 
Pastor’s Phone: (307) 399-9288 

Call or Text Anytime!! 


