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We’re so glad you joined us for worship today!   

-    Restrooms are located on your right and on your left immediately after you walk 
through the double doors next to the fireplace. 

-   We love having children in our worship service! However, if your child becomes 
restless, the café (first door on the left past the restrooms) is a great place to 
regroup and grab a cup of coffee. 

-   You are our guest! If there is something else we can help you with, please let 
any one of us know! 

-   Finally, you’ll find everything you need for worship printed in this service folder. 
Lord’s blessings on your worship! 

Since the time of David, Israel had called her kings “shepherds.” The men who fol-
lowed in David’s line, however, did not shepherd Israel in the paths of God. So 
God made a promise: the Sovereign LORD would shepherd his people. We re-
joice because we have a King who acts on behalf of his people, like a shepherd 
for sheep. God says, “I will guide them; I will guard them; I will seek them; I will 
find them.” Today, as we conclude our focus on the 4 “Solas” of the Lutheran 
Reformation we’ll see the great comfort found in “Solus Christus” (Christ Alone). 

 

 
Dear Lord, I thank you for giving me this opportunity today to gather together with 

fellow believers to join in worship and praise.  May my worship and meditation 
this day be pleasing in Your sight and be deserving of Your honor. Amen. 
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The name of the triune God and the sign of the cross  

remind worshipers of their baptisms. 

 

P: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
C: Amen. 

 
 

 
P: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking 

him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 
 
C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.  

For faithless worrying and selfish pride,  
For sins of habit and sins of choice, 
For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,  
You should cast me away from your presence forever.  
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.  

 
 

The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ gave to his church on earth:  
to forgive the sins of penitent sinners.”  For further information see John 20:21-23. 

Also see Luther’s Small Catechism, “The Use of the Keys and Confession.” 

 
P: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God 

made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of 
Christ through his called servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son (+) and  of the Holy Spirit.  

 
C: Amen. 
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P: Lord Jesus Christ, by your victory you have broken the power of the evil one. Fill 
our hearts with joy and peace as we look with hope to that day when every 
creature in heaven and earth will acclaim you King of kings and Lord of lords to 
your unending praise and glory; for you live and reign with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 
 C: Amen. 

 

But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who 
have fallen asleep. 21 For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the 
dead comes also through a man. 22 For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be 
made alive. 23 But each in his own turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he comes, 
those who belong to him. 24 Then the end will come, when he hands over the king-
dom to God the Father after he has destroyed all dominion, authority and power. 25 

For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 26 The last enemy to 
be destroyed is death. 27 For he “has put everything under his feet.” Now when it 
says that “everything” has been put under him, it is clear that this does not include 
God himself, who put everything under Christ. 28 When he has done this, then the 
Son himself will be made subject to him who put everything under him, so that God 
may be all in all. 

 
 (printed on the next page of your worship folder)  
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Clap your hands, all you nations;* 

shout to God with cries of joy. 

 

How awesome is the LORD Most High,* 

the great King over all the earth! 

 

God reigns over the nations;* 

God is seated on his holy throne. 

 

Refrain 

 

God has ascended amid shouts of joy,* 

the LORD amid the sounding of trumpets. 

 

Sing praises to God, sing praises;* 

sing praises to our King, sing praises. 

 

For God is the King of all the earth;* 

sing to him a psalm of praise. 

 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
 and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Refrain 
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 Then the governor’s soldiers took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the 
whole company of soldiers around him. 28 They stripped him and put a scarlet robe 
on him, 29 and then twisted together a crown of thorns and set it on his head. They 
put a staff in his right hand and knelt in front of him and mocked him. “Hail, king of 
the Jews!” they said. 30 They spit on him, and took the staff and struck him on the 
head again and again. 31 After they had mocked him, they took off the robe and put 
his own clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him. 
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The Hymn of the Day is assigned to this day because of its rich  

content and connection to the day’s Gospel. 
 

(The children may come forward during verse 3 for the children’s devotion)
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“ ‘For this is what the Sovereign Lord says: I myself will search for my sheep 

and look after them. 12 As a shepherd looks after his scattered flock when he is 
with them, so will I look after my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places 
where they were scattered on a day of clouds and darkness. 13 I will bring them 
out from the nations and gather them from the countries, and I will bring them 
into their own land. I will pasture them on the mountains of Israel, in the ravines 
and in all the settlements in the land. 14 I will tend them in a good pasture, and 
the mountain heights of Israel will be their grazing land. There they will lie down 
in good grazing land, and there they will feed in a rich pasture on the mountains 
of Israel. 15 I myself will tend my sheep and have them lie down, declares the 
Sovereign Lord. 16 I will search for the lost and bring back the strays. I will bind 
up the injured and strengthen the weak, but the sleek and the strong I will de-
stroy. I will shepherd the flock with justice.  

 
23 I will place over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he will tend 

them; he will tend them and be their shepherd.  
24 I the Lord will be their God, and my servant David will be prince among 

them. I the Lord have spoken. 
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P: Living in a world where people believe that the universe was formed through 

chance and accident, what do you believe?  
 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 
P:  Living in a world where people are confronted with the guilt and punishment of 

sin, what do you believe Jesus did for you? 
 
C: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Ho-

ly Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again 
from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 

 

P: Living in a world where people are without hope and certainty, what do you 
believe? 

  
C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life ever-
lasting. Amen. 

Thanks for visiting us today! We’d love to have a record of your visit!  
Any information you’d be willing to share would be greatly appreciated!  

 
 

Moved by God’s love in Christ, the people of Living Shepherd  
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to  
him.  To those visiting, you are our guests. While your  

gifts are welcome, please  do not feel obligated to give. 
You can also support our ministry by clicking the  

“give” button at www.LivingShepherd.com 
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We pray on behalf of this church as well as on behalf of  

God’s people throughout our nation and the world. 
 

P: Out of the depths we cry to you, O Lord; O Lord, hear our voices. 
C: Let your ears be attentive to our cries for mercy. 
 
P: Heavenly Father, we confess with sorrow that we have sinned and deserve only 

your anger and punishment. 
C: If you kept a record of our sins, we would surely be lost. 
 
P: We confess with joy that your unfailing love has redeemed us. 
C: Our hope is in you and in your full redemption. 
 
P: Around us we see the birth pangs of the last days: war, famine, earthquakes, 

false prophets, spiritual apathy. 
C: Use these signs to remind us that we do not know the day or hour when 

Christ will come again. 
 
P: Keep us faithful to your Word; send your Spirit to strengthen our faith so that 

we are always prepared for your Son’s return as judge. 
C: Make us faithful in sharing your Word, and cause many more to put their 

hope in you before the end comes. 
 
P: Build our fellowship of love as brothers and sisters in faith. 
C: Help us support one another when trials and troubles come our way. 
 
P: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

 
Silent prayer 

 
P: Heavenly Father, we eagerly wait for Jesus to come again and make all things 

new. May he find us, whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life, faith-
fully enduring to the end, through the power of your Holy Spirit. 

C: Come, Lord Jesus. May your grace be with us. 
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P: Gracious Father, we pray boldly as Jesus taught, with the confidence that you 

will hear us and with the faith that you will respond for our welfare. For it was 
your only Son who taught us to pray: 

 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  

The Lord said, “So they will put my name on [them],  
and I will bless them” [Numbers 6:27]. 

 
 
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 
C: Amen 

 

(printed on page 14 in your worship folder)  
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Scripture taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®.  NIV®. 
Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. 

Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House.  All rights reserved. 
 

All music printed with permission by  
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Refrain Tune: Dale Wood. From Seasonal Psalms. © 1978 Augsburg Publishing House.  

All rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress. 
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We welcome everyone here today and thank you for joining us for worship!  
We hope that you will join us again soon.  

 

We hope you can stick around after worship to join us for some treats from 
Sweets Bakery and some freshly brewed coffee! 

 

Join us here at Living Shepherd (in the café) on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 
for some Bible study! 

 

After worship this morning we’ll have a brief planning meeting to discuss 
the initial plans for Christmas Eve this year. 

Pastor Pete Zaferos 
E-mail address:  pastorzaf@gmail.com 

www.LivingShepherd.com 
Pastor’s Phone: (307) 399-9288 

Call or Text Anytime!! 


