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We’re so glad you joined us for worship today!   

-    Restrooms are located on your right and on your left immediately after you walk 
through the double doors next to the fire place. 

-   We love having children in our worship service! However, if your child becomes 
restless, the café (first door on the left past the restrooms) is a great place to 
regroup and grab a cup of coffee. 

-   You are our guest! If there is something else we can help you with, please let 
any one of us know! 

-   Finally, you’ll find everything you need for worship printed in this service folder. 
Lord’s blessings on your worship! 

Who’s more valuable? The sheep or the shepherd? If you’re the shepherd, that’s an 
easy one, isn’t it? You’re comparing your life, to the life of a sheep. This is what 
makes the Biblical picture of Jesus as our Good Shepherd so amazing. He laid 
down his own life to protect you and me, his sheep! The infinite creator of the 
world, placed more value on you than he did upon himself! Lord’s blessings to 
you as we dig into this beautiful truth this morning! 

 

Lord, in love you gave me your perfect Word. Lead me to see the importance of your 
Word in my life. Through your Word, lead me to see my own imperfection, but 
also lead me to see your perfect love for me. Bless my worship this morning! In 
Jesus name I pray. Amen.   
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 The name of the triune God and the sign of the cross  
remind worshipers of their baptisms. 

 
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
C: Amen. 

The following confession and announcement of forgiveness  
makes use of language from  Acts 10, 1 Peter 1 and John 20 

 
P: In his great mercy, God has given us new birth into a living hope through the res-

urrection of Jesus Christ. Therefore, let us approach him with humble confidence 
to confess our sins and seek his forgiveness.  

 
C: God my heavenly Father, I know that you are just and true. I confess that I have 

found pleasure in what perishes, sought joy in what spoils, and have put faith in 
what fades away, rather than the rock solid truth of your Word. I have not al-
ways believed, but have fallen into doubt of your great promises. Teach me to 
see with the eyes of faith your pierced hands and feet and wounded side. Lead 
me to believe the witnesses of your resurrection. Forgive my sins, shield me by 
your power, and prove my faith genuine to your praise and glory. 

The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ gave to his church on earth: to  
forgive the sins of penitent sinners.”  For further information see: John 20:21-23.  

Also see Luther’s Small Catechism, “The Use of the Keys and Confession.”  

 
P: Jesus Christ is the judge of the living and the dead. Men killed him by hanging him 

on a tree, but God raised him from the dead on the third day and caused him to 
be seen by many witnesses. He has sent his Holy Spirit and promises his church, 
“If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven.” Therefore, as a called servant 
of Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit. Peace be with you!  

 
C: Amen. 
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P:  O Lord Jesus Christ, you are the Good and Living Shepherd who laid down your 
life for the sheep. Lead us now to the still waters of your life-giving Word that 
we may abide in your Father’s house forevermore; for you live and reign with 
him and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
C: Amen. (spoken)  
 

 

May the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought 
back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, 21 equip you 
with everything good for doing his will, and may he work in us what is pleasing to 
him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

printed on page 22

“I tell you the truth, the man who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but 
climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. 2 The man who enters by the 
gate is the shepherd of his sheep. 3 The watchman opens the gate for him, and the 
sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.            
4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep fol-
low him because they know his voice. 5 But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, 
they will run away from him because they do not recognize a stranger’s voice.”         
6 Jesus used this figure of speech, but they did not understand what he was telling 
them.  

7 Therefore Jesus said again, “I tell you the truth, I am the gate for the sheep.      
8 All who ever came before me were thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not lis-
ten to them. 9 I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. He will come 
in and go out, and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; 
I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.
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(The children may come forward during verse 4 for the children’s devotion) 
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But David said to Saul, “Your servant has been keeping his father’s sheep. 
When a lion or a bear came and carried off a sheep from the flock, 35 I went 
after it, struck it and rescued the sheep from its mouth. When it turned on me, I 
seized it by its hair, struck it and killed it. 36 Your servant has killed both the lion 
and the bear; this uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of them, because he 
has defied the armies of the living God. 37 The Lord who delivered me from the 
paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will deliver me from the hand of this 
Philistine.”  

Saul said to David, “Go, and the Lord be with you.” 



8 

 

 

  
P:  Dear friends in Christ, the people standing before you have expressed a desire to be-

come members of Living Shepherd Lutheran Church because they are fully convinced 
that God’s Word is taught in its truth and purity and that the Sacraments are adminis-
tered as instituted by Christ. I, therefore, ask you _______________, in the presence of 
God and of this congregation, “Do you acknowledge and confess the teachings of this 
church to be the true and unaltered teachings of God? And, if so, do you intend to de-
fend them as such?” If you agree, answer by saying, “I do.” 

 
New Members: I do. 
 
P:  Do you, therefore, desire to be received by us into the fellowship of this church body 

and of this congregation?  If so, answer by saying, “I do.”  
 
New Members: I do. 
 
P:  Do you intend to continue in the confession of this church, to make faithful use of the 

means of grace in worship and in Bible study, to encourage the other members here 
and be encouraged by them in various fellowship activities, and lead a God-pleasing life 
until the end?” If so, answer by saying, “I do so intend with the help of God.” 

  
New Members: I do so intend with the help of God. 
 
P: Upon these, your promises, I, in the name of this congregation extend to you the right 

hand of fellowship in love and acknowledge you as members of our church. We publicly 
affirm our invitation to you to join us at the reception of the Lord’s Supper, and to par-
ticipate in all the other blessings offered to you by the hand of God through the ministry 
of Living Shepherd Lutheran Church, in the name of the Father, and of the Son †, and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

 
P:  Fellow members of Living Shepherd, _____________ are now a part of this gathering of 

believers.  As their brothers and sisters in Christ, do you intend to support and encour-
age them as they walk with us and join in our mission to know Christ and make him 
known?  If so, answer by saying, “We do so intend with the help of God.”  

  
Members: We do so intend with the help of God. 
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We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made.  For us 
and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spir-
it and the virgin Mary, and became fully human.  For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose 
again in accordance with the Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is seated 
at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and 
the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Fa-

ther and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glo-
rified, who has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian* 
and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
*The original text here reads “catholic,” a word meaning “universal.” The Church consists of all believers in heaven 
and on earth, of every time in history.
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This sung prayer is a fitting request to our  

God after hearing the His Word 

 

Moved by God’s love in Christ, the people of Living Shepherd  
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks  

to him.  To those visiting, you are our guests.  
While your gifts are welcome, please  

do not feel obligated to give. 

Thanks for visiting us today! We’d love to have a record of your visit!  
Any information you’d be willing to share would be greatly appreciated!  
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We pray on behalf of this church as well as on behalf of  

God’s people throughout our nation and the world. 

 
P: Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God and Mary’s son, in the fullness of time you came 

into our world to save us from sin and death: 
 
C:  You ushered in the day of grace so long foretold. 
 
P: Beloved Son of the Father, revered by the Magi, baptized by John, you came 

preaching and teaching, healing and comforting, forgiving and encouraging: 
 
C:  You brought the light of life to those walking in darkness, and the joy of salva-

tion to those doomed to death. 
 
P: Prince of peace, shine like a beacon for us and the people of our world. Let the 

good news of salvation be heard in the remotest corners of the earth. Open our 
own lips to speak your name to those around us who still live without faith or 
hope: 

 
C:  Arouse us and our missionaries to flood the world with the light of your gos-

pel. 
 
P: Lord of the Church, let your peace rule our hearts that we may use our gifts to 

serve you and each other in willing gratitude and joy. Watch over our loved 
ones near and far, that they may remember your love and rejoice in your salva-
tion. Strengthen the faith of the sick and the disheartened. Give hope to those 
in despair and comfort those who mourn: 

 
C:  Be gracious to all and lead us to reflect your love in everything we say and do. 
 
Special prayers and intercessions may follow 
 
P: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 
Silent prayer 
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P: Finally, bring us and all your believers to the heavenly home where we will 

stand in the full light of your glory and with all your saints and angels sing the 
everlasting song of triumph. Gracious Father, we pray boldly as Jesus taught, 
with the confidence that you will hear us and with the faith that you will re-
spond for our welfare. For it was your only Son who taught us to pray: 

 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

The words of the Preface mark the beginning of the Sacrament section of the service 
and lift the worshipers’ hearts in praise. The opening sentences  

are among the oldest in the Christian liturgy. 
 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C:   

 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C:   

 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:   

 
P: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 

thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord who lived among us as a human being and revealed his glory as your 
only Son, full of grace and truth. Therefore with all the saints on earth and hosts 
of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 
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Sanctus means “holy.” Used possibly as early as the second century, this canticle  

was in wide use among Christians in worship by the fourteenth century.   
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As he speaks the Words of Institution, the minister both proclaims the words of Jesus 

to the congregation and sets apart the bread and wine for the Lord’s use.  
The sign of the cross reminds us of Christ's death. 

 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he 

had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; 
this is my (+) body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 
 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, 

all of you; this is my (+) blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you 
for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of 
me.”   

 
 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 
C: 
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Jesus is God’s Lamb [Agnus Dei], who was offered as a sacrifice for sin once for all. 
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The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately  

with Christ and with one another as Christians who are united around a common  
confession of faith. In light of our Lord’s clear warning concerning His Holy Supper 
in 1 Corinthians 11:27-29, we ask you take the opportunity to join us in studying  

what our God has to say concerning this Holy Supper prior to communing.   
If you wish to come forward at the direction of our usher and have not yet  

declared fellowship with us, you may do so and will receive a blessing. 

 
The Nunc Dimittis [“Now dismiss”] is also known as the “Song of Simeon.”  
Through God’s Word and Sacrament, we have seen Jesus Christ, and like  

Simeon we find divine peace and comfort through faith in the Savior. 



18 

 
 

 
P: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good 
 
C:   
 
 
 
P: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy 

supper. We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and in-
crease our love for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for-
ever. 

  
 
C:  
 
 

 

The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  
The Lord said, “So they will put my name on [them],  

and I will bless them” [Numbers 6:27]. 

 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

 
C: 



19 

 

                              (printed on page 20) 
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The LORD is my shepherd,* 
 I shall not be in want. 
 
He makes me lie down in green pastures;* 
 he leads me beside quiet waters. 
 
He restores my soul;* 
 he guides me in paths of righteousness 
 for his name’s sake. 
 
Even though I walk through the valley 
 of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil,* 
 for you are with me; 
 your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
 
Refrain 
 
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies.* 
 You anoint my head with oil; 
 my cup overflows. 
 
Surely goodness and love will follow me 
 all the days of my life,* 
 and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
 and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Refrain 
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Scripture taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®.  NIV®. 
Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. 

Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House.  All rights reserved. 
 

Order of Service is CW Common Service 
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Refrain Tune: Richard Proulx. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com.  

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 

All music printed with permission by  
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We welcome everyone here today and thank you for joining us for 
Worship!  We hope that you will join us again soon.    

 

We hope you can stick around after worship to join us for some treats 
from Sweets Bakery and some freshly brewed coffee! 

 

After worship this morning we’ll begin a Bible Study that will discuss 
Christian vocations. This study will run through Sunday May 21st. Plan to 
join us!  

 

Our 2017 Summer Bible Camp will be a bit earlier this year. We’ll run it 
here at the Lincoln Community Center June 19th through June 23rd. More 
information coming soon! 

Pastor Pete Zaferos 
E-mail address:  pastorzaf@gmail.com 

www.LivingShepherd.com 
Pastor’s Phone: (307) 399-9288 

Call or Text Anytime!! 


