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We’re so glad you joined us for worship today!   

-    Restrooms are located on your right and on your left immediately after you walk 
through the double doors next to the fire place. 

-   We love having children in our worship service! However, if your child becomes 
restless, the café (first door on the left past the restrooms) is a great place to 
regroup and grab a cup of coffee. 

-   You are our guest! If there is something else we can help you with, please let 
any one of us know! 

-   Finally, you’ll find everything you need for worship printed in this service folder. 
Lord’s blessings on your worship! 

“If only these walls could talk.” Have you ever walked through a historic landmark 
and thought something along those lines? “If only these walls could talk. The 
stories they could tell!” Today we’ll hear God reveal our sin by calling our sur-
roundings as witnesses against us. It’s a humbling thing to hear. We deserve a 
guilty verdict in God’s courtroom. But we’ll also hear our God’s plan and prom-
ise to rescue us and render a verdict of “not guilty!”  

 

Lord, in love you gave me your perfect Word.  Lead me to see the importance of 
your Word in my life.  Through your Word, lead me to see my own imperfection, 
but also lead me to see your perfect love for me.  Bless my worship this morn-
ing!  In Jesus name I pray.  Amen.   
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 The name of the triune God and the sign of the cross  
remind worshipers of their baptisms. 

 
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
C: Amen. 

 
P: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking 

him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 
 
C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.  

For faithless worrying and selfish pride,  
For sins of habit and sins of choice, 
For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,  
You should cast me away from your presence forever.  
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.  

The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ gave to his church on earth: to  
forgive the sins of penitent sinners.”  For further information see: John 20:21-23.  

Also see Luther’s Small Catechism, “The Use of the Keys and Confession.”  

 
P: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God 

made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of 
Christ through his called servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son (+) and  of the Holy Spirit.  

 
C: Amen. 
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P: Lord God, you know that we are surrounded by many dangers and that we 

often stumble and fall. Strengthen us in body and mind, and bring us safely 
through all temptations; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
C: Amen. 

 

Brothers, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were 
wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. 
27 But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the 
weak things of the world to shame the strong. 28 He chose the lowly things of this 
world and the despised things—and the things that are not—to nullify the things 
that are, 29 so that no one may boast before him. 30 It is because of him that you are 
in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God—that is, our righteous-
ness, holiness and redemption. 31 Therefore, as it is written: “Let him who boasts 
boast in the Lord.” 

 
(printed on the next page) 
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 Now when he saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His 
disciples came to him, 2 and he began to teach them, saying: 3 “Blessed are the poor 
in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 4 Blessed are those who mourn, for 
they will be comforted. 5 Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 6 

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 7 

Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. 8 Blessed are the pure in 
heart, for they will see God. 9 Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called 
sons of God. 10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11 “Blessed are you when people insult you, perse-
cute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. 12 Rejoice and 
be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecut-
ed the prophets who were before you. 
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(The children may come forward during verse 3 for the children’s devotion) 



9 

 

Listen to what the Lord says: “Stand up, plead your case before the moun-
tains; let the hills hear what you have to say. 2 Hear, O mountains, the Lord’s 
accusation; listen, you everlasting foundations of the earth. For the Lord has a 
case against his people; he is lodging a charge against Israel.  

3 “My people, what have I done to you? How have I burdened you? Answer 
me. 4 I brought you up out of Egypt and redeemed you from the land of slavery. I 
sent Moses to lead you, also Aaron and Miriam. 5 My people, remember what 
Balak king of Moab counseled and what Balaam son of Beor answered. Remem-
ber your journey from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the righteous acts of 
the Lord.” 6 With what shall I come before the Lord and bow down before the 
exalted God? Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year 
old? 7 Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousand rivers 
of oil? Shall I offer my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the 
sin of my soul?  

8 He has showed you, O man, what is good. And what does the Lord require 
of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God. 
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P: Living in a world where people believe that the universe was formed through 

chance and accident, what do you believe?  
 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 
P: Living in a world where people are confronted with the guilt and punishment of 

sin, what do you believe Jesus did for you? 
 
C: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Ho-

ly Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again 
from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 

 
P: Living in a world where people are without hope and certainty, what do you 

believe? 
  
C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life ever-
lasting.  Amen. 

 

Moved by God’s love in Christ, the people of Living Shepherd  
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks  

to him.  To those visiting, you are our guests.  
While your gifts are welcome, please  

do not feel obligated to give. 

Thanks for visiting us today! We’d love to have a record of your visit!  
Any information you’d be willing to share would be greatly appreciated!  
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 We pray on behalf of this church as well as on behalf of  
God’s people throughout our nation and the world. 

 
P: Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God and Mary’s son, in the fullness of time you came 

into our world to save us from sin and death: 
 
C:  You ushered in the day of grace so long foretold. 
 
P: Beloved Son of the Father, revered by the Magi, baptized by John, you came 

preaching and teaching, healing and comforting, forgiving and encouraging: 
 
C:  You brought the light of life to those walking in darkness, and the joy of salva-

tion to those doomed to death. 
 
P: Prince of peace, shine like a beacon for us and the people of our world. Let the 

good news of salvation be heard in the remotest corners of the earth. Open our 
own lips to speak your name to those around us who still live without faith or 
hope: 

 
C:  Arouse us and our missionaries to flood the world with the light of your gos-

pel. 
 
P: Lord of the Church, let your peace rule our hearts that we may use our gifts to 

serve you and each other in willing gratitude and joy. Watch over our loved 
ones near and far, that they may remember your love and rejoice in your salva-
tion. Strengthen the faith of the sick and the disheartened. Give hope to those 
in despair and comfort those who mourn: 

 
C:  Be gracious to all and lead us to reflect your love in everything we say and do. 
 
Special prayers and intercessions may follow 
 
P: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 
Silent prayer 
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P: Finally, bring us and all your believers to the heavenly home where we will 
stand in the full light of your glory and with all your saints and angels sing the 
everlasting song of triumph. 

 
 Gracious Father, we pray boldly as Jesus taught, with the confidence that you 

will hear us and with the faith that you will respond for our welfare. For it was 
your only Son who taught us to pray: 

 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  
The Lord said, “So they will put my name on [them],  

and I will bless them” [Numbers 6:27]. 

 
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 
C: Amen 

 

                     (printed on page 14) 
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Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. 

Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House.  All rights reserved. 
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We welcome everyone here today and thank you for joining us for 
Worship!  We hope that you will join us again soon.    

 

We hope you can stick around after worship to join us for some treats 
from Sweets Bakery and some freshly brewed coffee! 

 

Plan to stick around after worship today for a brief open forum. We’ll 
bring you up to speed on where we stand with our building project as well 
as discuss where we might go from here. If you have any questions about 
our building project this will also be a great time to ask them. 

Following the Open Forum today we’ll start an interactive Bible Study 
that will walk us through the Gospel of John. This study will run from Janu-
ary 29th to April 9th (Palm Sunday).  Plan to join us! 

Pastor Pete Zaferos 
E-mail address:  pastorzaf@gmail.com 

www.LivingShepherd.com 
Pastor’s Phone: (307) 399-9288 

Call or Text Anytime!! 


