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We’re so glad you joined us for worship today! 

-    Our restrooms are located in the basement through the door nearest the piano. 

-   We love having children in our worship service!  However, if your child becomes 
restless, for your convenience we have a children’s play area downstairs along 
with an audio and video feed of the service. 

-   You are our guest!  If there is something else we can help you with, please let 
any of us know! 

-   Finally, with the exception of a few hymns and the Psalm, you’ll find everything 
you need for worship printed in this service folder. Lord’s blessings on your wor-
ship! 

 
This morning we’re going to focus on a parable that brings to light an absurd equa-

tion. There is a vineyard owner who rents his vineyard out to tenants. At harvest 
time, he sends a servant to collect some, not all, of the fruit from the vineyard. 
But when the servant arrives the tenants beat the servant and send him away 
empty handed. This happens 2 more times, then finally the owner sends his son. 
The tenants kill the son and hope to have the vineyard for themselves. Violence 
+ Murder = Reward. How foolish! This morning we’ll look for Jesus’ point.  

 

 
Heavenly Father, You are rich and glorious but I am poor and sinful. Forgive me for 

the times I have forgotten this. Thank You for sending Jesus to give up His riches 
and become poor like me. Remind me every day that his death on the cross is 
payment for all my sins! In Jesus’ name, Amen.      
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Please Stand 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor:  (sung) If you dwelt, O Lord, upon our sinfulness, then who could stand?  But 
with you there is mercy and forgiveness and a guiding hand.     

C:  Refrain 
 

P: (sung) O Lord, hear the sound of my call — and answer me.  My heart cries out 
for Your presence; it is You I seek. 

C:  Refrain 
 

P: We begin our worship in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 
 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 
P: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and 

penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to 
forgive us.  

 
C: Out of the depths we cry to you, O Lord; O Lord, hear our voices, let your 

ears be attentive to our cries for mercy. If you kept a record of sins, O Lord, 
who could stand?   (continues on next page) 
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C: We confess that we have wandered far from you and have squandered the 
wealth of your blessings in our lives.  When we come to our senses we must 
return to you and cry: Father, we have sinned against heaven and against 
you.  We are no longer worthy to be called your children. Have mercy on us! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
* 

 
P: Wait for the Lord and place your hope in his Word.  
C: We wait for the Lord, our souls wait, and in his Word we put our hope. 

 
P: Put your hope in the Lord, for with the Lord is unfailing love, and with him is 

full redemption. God your heavenly Father says to you, “You are mine.  Every-
thing I have is yours. You were dead, but you are alive again. You were lost, 
but now you are found.” He himself has redeemed you from all of your sins, 
through the innocent suffering and death of his Son, Jesus Christ. Therefore, 
as his called servant, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 
C: Amen  
 
C: (Refrain is sung) 

*  Today’s confession and announcement of forgiveness is built off of words 

from Psalm 130, a penitential Psalm, and Luke 15:11-32, the Parable of the 
Lost Son. 
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P: Eternal God and Father, help us to remember Jesus, who obeyed your will and 

bore the cross for our salvation that through his anguish, pain, and death we 
may receive forgiveness of sins and inherit eternal life; through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

 
 C: Amen. 
 

 

This is what the LORD says— he who made a way through the sea, a path 
through the mighty waters, 17who drew out the chariots and horses, the army and 
reinforcements together, and they lay there, never to rise again, extinguished, 
snuffed out like a wick: 18“Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. 19See, 
I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a 
way in the desert and streams in the wasteland. 20The wild animals honor me, the 
jackals and the owls, because I provide water in the desert and streams in the 
wasteland, to give drink to my people, my chosen, 21the people I formed for myself 
that they may proclaim my praise. 22“Yet you have not called upon me, O Jacob, you 
have not wearied yourselves for me, O Israel. 23You have not brought me sheep for 
burnt offerings, nor honored me with your sacrifices. I have not burdened you with 
grain offerings nor wearied you with demands for incense. 24You have not bought 
any fragrant calamus for me, or lavished on me the fat of your sacrifices. But you 
have burdened me with your sins and wearied me with your offenses. 

 
(printed on page 94 in the front part of your red hymnal) 

Again I ask: Did they stumble so as to fall beyond recovery? Not at all! Rather, 
because of their transgression, salvation has come to the Gentiles to make Israel 
envious. 12 But if their transgression means riches for the world, and their loss 
means riches for the Gentiles, how much greater riches will their fullness bring!  
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13 I am talking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch as I am the apostle to the Gentiles, I 
make much of my ministry 14 in the hope that I may somehow arouse my own peo-
ple to envy and save some of them. 15 For if their rejection is the reconciliation of the 
world, what will their acceptance be but life from the dead? 16 If the part of the 
dough offered as firstfruits is holy, then the whole batch is holy; if the root is holy, 
so are the branches.  

17 If some of the branches have been broken off, and you, though a wild olive 
shoot, have been grafted in among the others and now share in the nourishing sap 
from the olive root, 18 do not boast over those branches. If you do, consider this: You 
do not support the root, but the root supports you. 19 You will say then, “Branches 
were broken off so that I could be grafted in.” 20 Granted. But they were broken off 
because of unbelief, and you stand by faith. Do not be arrogant, but be afraid. 21 For 
if God did not spare the natural branches, he will not spare you either. 

The Hymn of the Day is assigned to this day because of its rich  
content and connection to the day’s Gospel. 

 

(The children may come forward after verse 5 for the children’s devotion) 
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He went on to tell the people this parable: “A man planted a vineyard, 
rented it to some farmers and went away for a long time. 10 At harvest time he 
sent a servant to the tenants so they would give him some of the fruit of the 
vineyard. But the tenants beat him and sent him away empty-handed. 11 He sent 
another servant, but that one also they beat and treated shamefully and sent 
away empty-handed. 12 He sent still a third, and they wounded him and threw 
him out.  

13 “Then the owner of the vineyard said, ‘What shall I do? I will send my son, 
whom I love; perhaps they will respect him.’  

14 “But when the tenants saw him, they talked the matter over. ‘This is the 
heir,’ they said. ‘Let’s kill him, and the inheritance will be ours.’ 15 So they threw 
him out of the vineyard and killed him.  

“What then will the owner of the vineyard do to them? 16 He will come and 
kill those tenants and give the vineyard to others.”  

When the people heard this, they said, “May this never be!”  
17 Jesus looked directly at them and asked, “Then what is the meaning of 

that which is written:  
“ ‘The stone the builders rejected  
has become the capstone’?  
18 Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces, but he on whom 

it falls will be crushed.”  
19 The teachers of the law and the chief priests looked for a way to arrest 

him immediately, because they knew he had spoken this parable against them. 
But they were afraid of the people. 
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P: Living in a world where people believe that the universe was formed through 

chance and accident, what do you believe?  
  
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  
P:  Living in a world where people are confronted with the guilt and punishment of 

sin, what do you believe Jesus did for you? 
  
C: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was cruci-
fied, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again 
from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 

  

P: Living in a world where people are without hope and certainty, what do you 
believe? 

  
C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life ever-
lasting. Amen. 

 
 

Moved by God’s love in Christ, the people of Living Shepherd  
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks  

to him.  To those visiting, you are our guests.  
While your gifts are welcome, please  

do not feel obligated to give. 

Thanks for visiting us today! We’d love to have a record of your visit!  
Any information you’d be willing to share would be greatly appreciated!  
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 We pray on behalf of this church as well as on behalf of  
God’s people throughout our nation and the world. 

P: Heavenly Father, you loved the world and gave your Son to liberate us from sin 
and death by his obedient death on the cross. 

C: We confess that without your love we are lost. 
 
P: Lord of the Church, we thank you for the treasure of the gospel. By your Spirit, 

keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith. 
C: Strengthen our determination to do what pleases you, no matter what the 

danger or the cost. 
 
P: Let us pray for those who carry a cross in the name of Christ and face ridicule 

and persecution for the sake of the kingdom: missionaries and chaplains, young 
people who stand up for what is right in the face of pressure to do what is 
wrong, and all who pay a high price for their faith and their values as Christians. 

C: By your Spirit, O Lord, grant them patience and endurance. 
 
P: Let us pray for those who carry heavy burdens in life: the sick and the chroni-

cally ill, the depressed and the lonely, those torn by conflict in personal rela-
tionships, those victimized by war and injustice, and all who face the terrors of 
life with a heavy heart. 

C: Grant them peace, O Lord, and in your mercy, be their guardian and friend, 
their comfort and hope. 

 
P: Let us pray for those who care for others: pastors and counselors; physicians 

and nurses; social workers and caring friends; all who feed the hungry, comfort 
the hurting, and stand beside the dying. 

C: Strengthen them in their work, O Lord, and do not let them become weary in 
doing good. 

 
P: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 
Silent prayer. 
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P: Help us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Keep us faithful even 
to the point of death, that we may receive the crown of life, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. 

 
 Father, we bring these prayers before you, confident that you will hear and an-

swer them.  For it was your only Son who taught us to pray: 
 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  
The Lord said, “So they will put my name on [them],  

and I will bless them” [Numbers 6:27]. 

 
 
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 
C: Amen 
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We welcome everyone here today and thank you for joining us for our 
worship service! We hope that you will join us again soon.    

 

 
Please check your mailbox for any information that was recently distrib-

uted! Meditations and Forward in Christ magazines are also available in the 
mailboxes on the right. 

 
Join us for worship this Wednesday at 6:30 PM! Pastor Zaferos will be 

here to conclude our series on the Ironies of the Passion. 

Pastor Pete Zaferos 
E-mail address:  pastorzaf@gmail.com 

www.LivingShepherd.com 
Pastor’s Phone: (307) 399-9288 

Call or Text Anytime!! 


