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We’re so glad you joined us for worship today!   

-    Restrooms are located on your right and on your left immediately after you walk 
through the double doors next to the fire place. 

-   We love having children in our worship service! However, if your child becomes 
restless, the café (first door on the left past the restrooms) is a great place to 
regroup and grab a cup of coffee. 

-   You are our guest! If there is something else we can help you with, please let 
any one of us know! 

-   Finally, you’ll find everything you need for worship printed in this service folder. 
Lord’s blessings on your worship! 

When Jesus teaches about death and the resurrection from the dead, our ears 
should perk up. After all, we may not know how we will die or when we will die, 
but we will die. That’s what makes today’s gospel lesson so comforting. Not only 
does Jesus claim to be the resurrection and the life, he proves it when the dead 
man named Lazarus walks out of the tomb at Jesus’ command! This morning, 
we’ll focus on the beautiful impact this truth has on our interactions with death! 

 

 
Heavenly Father, You are rich and glorious but I am poor and sinful. Forgive me for 

the times I have forgotten this. Thank You for sending Jesus to give up His riches 
and become poor like me. Remind me every day that his death on the cross is 
payment for all my sins! In Jesus’ name, Amen.      
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Please Stand 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor:  (sung) If you dwelt, O Lord, upon our sinfulness, then who could stand?  But 
with you there is mercy and forgiveness and a guiding hand.     

C:  Refrain 
 

P: (sung) O Lord, hear the sound of my call — and answer me.  My heart cries out 
for Your presence; it is You I seek. 

C:  Refrain 
 

P: We begin our worship in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 
 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 
P: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and 

penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to 
forgive us.  

 
C: Out of the depths we cry to you, O Lord; O Lord, hear our voices, let your 

ears be attentive to our cries for mercy. If you kept a record of sins, O Lord, 
who could stand?   (continues on next page) 
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C: We confess that we have wandered far from you and have squandered the 
wealth of your blessings in our lives.  When we come to our senses we must 
return to you and cry: Father, we have sinned against heaven and against 
you.  We are no longer worthy to be called your children. Have mercy on us! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
* 

 
P: Wait for the Lord and place your hope in his Word.  
C: We wait for the Lord, our souls wait, and in his Word we put our hope. 

 
P: Put your hope in the Lord, for with the Lord is unfailing love, and with him is 

full redemption. God your heavenly Father says to you, “You are mine.  Every-
thing I have is yours. You were dead, but you are alive again. You were lost, 
but now you are found.” He himself has redeemed you from all of your sins, 
through the innocent suffering and death of his Son, Jesus Christ. Therefore, 
as his called servant, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 
C: Amen  
 
C: (Refrain is sung) 

*  Today’s confession and announcement of forgiveness is built off of words 

from Psalm 130, a penitential Psalm, and Luke 15:11-32, the Parable of the 
Lost Son. 
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P: Eternal God and Father, help us to remember Jesus, who obeyed your will and 

bore the cross for our salvation that through his anguish, pain, and death we 
may receive forgiveness of sins and inherit eternal life; through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.  

 
 C: Amen. 

 
 

The hand of the Lord was upon me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of 
the Lord and set me in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me 
back and forth among them, and I saw a great many bones on the floor of the 
valley, bones that were very dry. 3 He asked me, “Son of man, can these bones 
live?”  

I said, “O Sovereign Lord, you alone know.”  4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy 
to these bones and say to them, ‘Dry bones, hear the word of the Lord! 5 This is 
what the Sovereign Lord says to these bones: I will make breath enter you, and 
you will come to life. 6 I will attach tendons to you and make flesh come upon 
you and cover you with skin; I will put breath in you, and you will come to life. 
Then you will know that I am the Lord.’ ”  

7 So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was prophesying, there was 
a noise, a rattling sound, and the bones came together, bone to bone. 8 I looked, 
and tendons and flesh appeared on them and skin covered them, but there was 
no breath in them.  

9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and 
say to it, ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: Come from the four winds, O 
breath, and breathe into these slain, that they may live.’ ” 10 So I prophesied as 
he commanded me, and breath entered them; they came to life and stood up on 
their feet—a vast army.  
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11 Then he said to me: “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Isra-
el. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up and our hope is gone; we are cut off.’ 12 

Therefore prophesy and say to them: ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: O 
my people, I am going to open your graves and bring you up from them; I will 
bring you back to the land of Israel. 13 Then you, my people, will know that I am 
the Lord, when I open your graves and bring you up from them. 14 I will put my 
Spirit in you and you will live, and I will settle you in your own land. Then you 
will know that I the Lord have spoken, and I have done it, declares the Lord.’ ” 

(printed on the next page in your service folder) 

And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who 
raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spir-
it, who lives in you.  

12 Therefore, brothers, we have an obligation—but it is not to the sinful nature, 
to live according to it. 13 For if you live according to the sinful nature, you will die; 
but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live, 14 be-
cause those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15 For you did not re-
ceive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of 
sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” 16 The Spirit himself testifies with our 
spirit that we are God’s children. 17 Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs 
of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we 
may also share in his glory.  

18 I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory 
that will be revealed in us. 19 The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of 
God to be revealed. 
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 The Hymn of the Day is assigned to this day because of its rich  
content and connection to the day’s Gospel. 

 

(The children may come forward during verse 3 for the children’s devotion) 
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On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for 
four days. 18 Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem, 19 and many Jews 
had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them in the loss of their brother. 20 

When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but 
Mary stayed at home.  

21 “Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not 
have died. 22 But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask.”  

23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.”  
24 Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last 

day.”  
25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me 

will live, even though he dies; 26 and whoever lives and believes in me will never 
die. Do you believe this?”  

27 “Yes, Lord,” she told him, “I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, 
who was to come into the world.”  

 
38 Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a 

stone laid across the entrance. 39 “Take away the stone,” he said.  
“But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a 

bad odor, for he has been there four days.”  
40 Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the 

glory of God?”  
41 So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I 

thank you that you have heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said 
this for the benefit of the people standing here, that they may believe that you 
sent me.”  

43 When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 

The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a 
cloth around his face.  

Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.”  
45 Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen 

what Jesus did, put their faith in him. 
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P:  Dear friends in Christ, the person standing before you has expressed a desire to become 

a member of Living Shepherd Lutheran Church because she is fully convinced that God’s 
Word is taught in its truth and purity and that the Sacraments are administered as insti-
tuted by Christ. I, therefore, ask you _______________, in the presence of God and of 
this congregation, “Do you acknowledge and confess the teachings of this church to be 
the true and unaltered teachings of God? And, if so, do you intend to defend them as 
such?” If you agree, answer by saying, “I do.” 

 
New Member: I do. 
 
P:  Do you, therefore, desire to be received by us into the fellowship of this church body 

and of this congregation?  If so, answer by saying, “I do.”  
 
New Member: I do. 
 
P:  Do you intend to continue in the confession of this church, to make faithful use of the 

means of grace in worship and in Bible study, to encourage the other members here 
and be encouraged by them in various fellowship activities, and lead a God-pleasing life 
until the end?” If so, answer by saying, “I do so intend with the help of God.” 

  
New Member: I do so intend with the help of God. 
 
P: Upon these, your promises, I, in the name of this congregation extend to you the right 

hand of fellowship in love and acknowledge you as members of our church. We publicly 
affirm our invitation to you to join us at the reception of the Lord’s Supper, and to par-
ticipate in all the other blessings offered to you by the hand of God through the ministry 
of Living Shepherd Lutheran Church, in the name of the Father, and of the Son †, and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

 
P:  Fellow members of Living Shepherd, _____________ is now a part of this gathering of 

believers.  As her brothers and sisters in Christ, do you intend to support and encourage 
her as she walks with us and joins in our mission to know Christ and make him known?  
If so, answer by saying, “We do so intend with the help of God.”  

  
Members: We do so intend with the help of God. 
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P: Living in a world where people believe that the universe was formed through 

chance and accident, what do you believe?  
  
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  
P:  Living in a world where people are confronted with the guilt and punishment of 

sin, what do you believe Jesus did for you? 
  
C: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again 
from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 

  

P: Living in a world where people are without hope and certainty, what do you be-
lieve? 

  
C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life ever-
lasting. Amen. 

 
 

Moved by God’s love in Christ, the people of Living Shepherd  
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks  

to him.  To those visiting, you are our guests.  
While your gifts are welcome, please  

do not feel obligated to give. 

Thanks for visiting us today! We’d love to have a record of your visit!  
Any information you’d be willing to share would be greatly appreciated!  
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 We pray on behalf of this church as well as on behalf of  
God’s people throughout our nation and the world. 

P: Heavenly Father, you loved the world and gave your Son to liberate us from sin 
and death by his obedient death on the cross. 

C: We confess that without your love we are lost. 
 
P: Lord of the Church, we thank you for the treasure of the gospel. By your Spirit, 

keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith. 
C: Strengthen our determination to do what pleases you, no matter what the 

danger or the cost. 
 
P: Let us pray for those who carry a cross in the name of Christ and face ridicule 

and persecution for the sake of the kingdom: missionaries and chaplains, young 
people who stand up for what is right in the face of pressure to do what is 
wrong, and all who pay a high price for their faith and their values as Christians. 

C: By your Spirit, O Lord, grant them patience and endurance. 
 
P: Let us pray for those who carry heavy burdens in life: the sick and the chronical-

ly ill, the depressed and the lonely, those torn by conflict in personal relation-
ships, those victimized by war and injustice, and all who face the terrors of life 
with a heavy heart. 

C: Grant them peace, O Lord, and in your mercy, be their guardian and friend, 
their comfort and hope. 

 
P: Let us pray for those who care for others: pastors and counselors; physicians 

and nurses; social workers and caring friends; all who feed the hungry, comfort 
the hurting, and stand beside the dying. 

C: Strengthen them in their work, O Lord, and do not let them become weary in 
doing good. 

 
P: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 
Silent prayer. 
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P: Help us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Keep us faithful 
even to the point of death, that we may receive the crown of life, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. 

 
C: Amen. 

 

The words of the Preface mark the beginning of the Sacrament section of the service  
and lift the worshipers’ hearts in praise. The opening sentences  

are among the oldest in the Christian liturgy. 

 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
 
P:  Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give him thanks and praise 
 
P: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us 

with every spiritual blessing. He protects and preserves his Church in every age 
and gives us confidence to lift up our heads and watch for Jesus with joy. Now 
have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the 
authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise 
and thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever. And we join to pray as he 
taught us. 

 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
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 As he speaks the Words of Institution, the minister both proclaims the words of  
Jesus to the congregation and sets apart the bread and wine for the Lord’s use.  

The sign of the cross reminds us of Christ's death. 

 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 
my (+) body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 
P: Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying,  “Drink from it, all 

of you; this is my (+) blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for 
the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”   
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 The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately  
with Christ and with one another as Christians who are united around a common  
confession of faith. In light of our Lord’s clear warning concerning His Holy Supper 
in 1 Corinthians 11:27-29, we ask you take the opportunity to join us in studying  

what our God has to say concerning this Holy Supper prior to communing.   
If you wish to come forward at the direction of our usher and have not yet  

declared fellowship with us, you may do so and will receive a blessing. 
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P: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 
 
C: And his mercy endures forever 
 
P: We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you 

have given us to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift you have 
fed our faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit 
help us to live as your holy people until that day when you will receive us as 
your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 
C: Amen. 

 

The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  
The Lord said, “So they will put my name on [them],  

and I will bless them” [Numbers 6:27]. 

 
 
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 
C: Amen 

 

     
                                  (printed on page 18)  
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We welcome everyone here today and thank you for joining us for Wor-
ship! We hope that you will join us again soon.    

 

We hope you can stick around after worship to join us for some treats 
from Sweets Bakery and some freshly brewed coffee! 

 

After worship we’ll continue an interactive Bible Study through the Gos-
pel of John. This study will run through April 9th (Palm Sunday). Children 
are welcome to join us for the video of John’s Gospel and then will move to 
the café for Sunday school. Plan to join us! 

We’ll have our final Wednesday evening worship service this week at 
6:30 PM. Hope you can join us! 

 

Maundy Thursday and Good Friday Worship will be held here at Living 
Shepherd Thursday April 13th and Friday April 14th. Both services will be 
held at 7:00 pm.  

Pastor Pete Zaferos 
E-mail address:  pastorzaf@gmail.com 

www.LivingShepherd.com 
Pastor’s Phone: (307) 399-9288 

Call or Text Anytime!! 


