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We’re so glad you joined us for worship today!   

-    Restrooms are located on your right and on your left immediately after you walk 
through the double doors next to the fire place. 

-   We love having children in our worship service! However, if your child becomes 
restless, the café (first door on the left past the restrooms) is a great place to 
regroup and grab a cup of coffee. 

-   You are our guest! If there is something else we can help you with, please let an 
usher know 

-   Finally, you’ll find everything you need for worship printed in this service folder. 
Lord’s blessings on your worship! 

Have you ever wanted more from God? After all, if the God of the Christian Bible is 
real, why doesn’t he just show himself? Why not speak to us directly like he 
spoke to the Israelites on Mt. Sinai (Exodus 20)? Why not give us a glimpse of 
the golden streets in heaven (Revelation 21) or the throne encircled with angels 
(Revelation 5)? This morning we’ll wrestle with the struggle of our sinful hearts 
which often crave more than our God gives. 

 
O Risen Savior, fill me with Easter joy! Use the message that the tomb is empty to 

fill my heart with joy and peace. Walk with me today and each day of my life, 
that I might walk in the joy of the salvation you won for me! In Your name I 
pray. Amen. 
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 The name of the triune God and the sign of the cross  
remind worshipers of their baptisms. 

 
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
C: Amen. 

The following confession and announcement of forgiveness  
makes use of language from  Acts 10, 1 Peter 1 and John 20 

 
P: In his great mercy, God has given us new birth into a living hope through the res-

urrection of Jesus Christ. Therefore, let us approach him with humble confidence 
to confess our sins and seek his forgiveness.  

 
C: God my heavenly Father, I know that you are just and true. I confess that I have 

found pleasure in what perishes, sought joy in what spoils, and have put faith in 
what fades away, rather than the rock solid truth of your Word. I have not al-
ways believed, but have fallen into doubt of your great promises. Teach me to 
see with the eyes of faith your pierced hands and feet and wounded side. Lead 
me to believe the witnesses of your resurrection. Forgive my sins, shield me by 
your power, and prove my faith genuine to your praise and glory. 

The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ gave to his church on earth: to  
forgive the sins of penitent sinners.”  For further information see: John 20:21-23.  

Also see Luther’s Small Catechism, “The Use of the Keys and Confession.”  

 
P: Jesus Christ is the judge of the living and the dead. Men killed him by hanging him 

on a tree, but God raised him from the dead on the third day and caused him to 
be seen by many witnesses. He has sent his Holy Spirit and promises his church, 
“If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven.” Therefore, as a called servant 
of Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit. Peace be with you!  

 
C: Amen. 
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P:  O God, you form the minds of your faithful people into a single will. Make us 

love what you command and desire what you promise, that among the many 
changes of this world, our hearts may ever yearn for the lasting joys of heaven; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
C: Amen. (spoken)  

 

 

When they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessa-
lonica, where there was a Jewish synagogue. 2 As his custom was, Paul went into 
the synagogue, and on three Sabbath days he reasoned with them from the Scrip-
tures, 3 explaining and proving that the Christ had to suffer and rise from the dead. 
“This Jesus I am proclaiming to you is the Christ,” he said. 4 Some of the Jews were 
persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as did a large number of God-fearing Greeks 
and not a few prominent women.  

5 But the Jews were jealous; so they rounded up some bad characters from the 
marketplace, formed a mob and started a riot in the city. They rushed to Jason’s 
house in search of Paul and Silas in order to bring them out to the crowd. 6 But when 
they did not find them, they dragged Jason and some other brothers before the city 
officials, shouting: “These men who have caused trouble all over the world have 
now come here, 7 and Jason has welcomed them into his house. They are all defying 
Caesar’s decrees, saying that there is another king, one called Jesus.” 8 When they 
heard this, the crowd and the city officials were thrown into turmoil. 9 Then they 
made Jason and the others post bond and let them go.  

10 As soon as it was night, the brothers sent Paul and Silas away to Berea. On 
arriving there, they went to the Jewish synagogue. 11 Now the Bereans were of more 
noble character than the Thessalonians, for they received the message with great 
eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true. 
12 Many of the Jews believed, as did also a number of prominent Greek women and 
many Greek men. 
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(found on page 14 in your service folder) 

 

As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by men but chosen by God and 
precious to him— 5 you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house 
to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus 
Christ. 6 For in Scripture it says: “See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cor-
nerstone, and the one who trusts in him will never be put to shame.” 

7 Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not be-
lieve, “The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone,” 8 and, “A stone 
that causes men to stumble and a rock that makes them fall.” They stumble be-
cause they disobey the message—which is also what they were destined for.  

9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people be-
longing to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of dark-
ness into his wonderful light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are the 
people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 
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“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. 2 In my 

Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am 
going there to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I 
will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. 4 

You know the way to the place where I am going.”  
5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how 

can we know the way?”  
6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to 

the Father except through me. 7 If you really knew me, you would know my Fa-
ther as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him.”  

8 Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.”  
9 Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among 

you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can 
you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and 
that the Father is in me? The words I say to you are not just my own. Rather, it is 
the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. 11 Believe me when I say that I 
am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of 
the miracles themselves. 12 I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will 
do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I 
am going to the Father. 
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P: Living in a world where people believe that the universe was formed through 

chance and accident, what do you believe?  
 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 
P: Living in a world where people are confronted with the guilt and punishment of 

sin, what do you believe Jesus did for you? 
 
C: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Ho-

ly Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again 
from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 

 

P: Living in a world where people are without hope and certainty, what do you 
believe? 

  
C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life ever-
lasting. Amen. 

 
 

Moved by God’s love in Christ, the people of Living Shepherd  
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks  

to him.  To those visiting, you are our guests.  
While your gifts are welcome, please  

do not feel obligated to give. 

 

Thanks for visiting us today! We’d love to have a record of your visit!  
Any information you’d be willing to share would be greatly appreciated!  
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 We pray on behalf of this church as well as on behalf of  
God’s people throughout our nation and the world. 

P: O Lord God, our strength, our song, and our salvation, you fulfilled your promis-
es by the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ from the dead.  

  
C:  Thanks be to God!  You give us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ! 
  
P:  In your compassion you sent Christ, the Living Shepherd, who laid down his life 

to rescue the lost. 
  
C: Drive out all doubt and gloom that we may delight in your glorious victory. 
 
P: Lift our eyes heavenward to see him who lives to make intercession for the 

saints, and grant us confidence in his great power. Keep before our eyes the 
vision of your redeemed people standing before your throne and singing the 
song of victory: 

 
C: “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive power and wealth and wisdom 

and strength and honor and glory and praise!”  
 
P: Make us instruments of your peace as we bring the good news of hope and new 

life to those around us. Guide us in the use of all that you have entrusted to us: 
our time, our talents, and our treasures. 

 
C: Risen Lord, live in us that we may live for you. 
 
P: Merciful Lord Jesus, grant healing to the sick, and strengthen the faith of the 

suffering and the dying.  Assure them of your abiding presence, and comfort 
them with the hope of eternal life. And hear us, Lord as we bring you our pri-
vate petitions. 

 
Silent prayer. 
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P: Gracious Father, you have restored to us the joy of your salvation.  With happy 

hearts we come before you and say: 
 
C: Alleluia!  Thanks be to God!  
 
P: Father, we bring these prayers before you, confident that you will hear and an-

swer them.  For it was your only Son who taught us to pray: 
 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  
The Lord said, “So they will put my name on [them],  

and I will bless them” [Numbers 6:27]. 

 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

 
C: Amen 

 

(printed on page 12 )
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Sing joyfully to the LORD, you righteous;* 
 it is fitting for the upright to praise him. 
 
For the Word of the LORD is right and true;* 
 he is faithful in all he does. 
 
By the word of the LORD were the heavens made,* 
 their starry host by the breath of his mouth. 
 
For he spoke, and it came to be;* 
 he commanded, and it stood firm. 
 
Refrain 
 
The LORD foils the plans of the nations;* 
 he thwarts the purposes of the peoples. 
 
But the plans of the LORD stand firm forever,* 
 the purposes of his heart through all generations. 
 
The LORD loves righteousness and justice;* 
 the earth is full of his unfailing love. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
 and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Refrain 
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Scripture taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®.  NIV®. 
Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. 

Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House.  All rights reserved. 
 

Order of service is a combination of Christian Worship Common Service  
And Christian Worship Supplement Divine Service II 

© 2008 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  
 

Refrain Tune: Marty Haugen. © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com.  
All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

  
All music printed with permission by  

OneLicense.net License Number A-721545 & CCLI License Number 11091589 
 

Artwork by Ian Welch — 2010 Graduate of Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary 
 

Living Shepherd Logo by Rachel Westra — Westra Design 



Pastor Pete Zaferos 
E-mail address:  pastorzaf@gmail.com 

www.LivingShepherd.com 
Pastor’s Phone: (307) 399-9288 

Call or Text Anytime!! 

We welcome everyone here today and thank you for joining us for Wor-
ship! We hope that you will join us again soon.    

 

We hope you can stick around after worship to join us for some treats 
from Sweets Bakery and some freshly brewed coffee! 

 

After worship we’ll have a Bible Study on our Christian vocations. There 
will also be Sunday School for the kids. Join us! 

 

After worship we’ll have a Bible Study on our Christian vocations. There 
will also be Sunday School for the kids. Join us! 


