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We’re so glad you joined us for worship today!   

-    Restrooms are located on your right and on your left immediately after you walk 
through the double doors next to the fire place. 

-   We love having children in our worship service! However, if your child becomes 
restless, the café (first door on the left past the restrooms) is a great place to 
regroup and grab a cup of coffee. 

-   You are our guest! If there is something else we can help you with, please let an 
usher know 

-   Finally, you’ll find everything you need for worship printed in this service folder. 
Lord’s blessings on your worship! 

To the outsider, we seem to have a mania for pure doctrine. Love and the works of 
love must come from union with Christ and from nourishment that Christ gives 
in his Word. Anything that looks like love but does not have Christ and his Word 
as the source is plastic fruit, not the real thing, no matter how real it may look 
on the outside. No matter how noble or beneficial or heroic the acts of the world 
are, they are not the same thing as the works of the Christian motivated by the 
love and work of Christ. Love one another as Christ loved and know the differ-
ence between Christ-like love and the love of the world.  

 

 

O Risen Savior, fill me with Easter joy! Use the message that the tomb is empty to 
fill my heart with joy and peace. Walk with me today and each day of my life, 
that I might walk in the joy of the salvation you won for me! In Your name I 
pray.  Amen. 
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The name of the triune God and the sign of the cross  

remind worshipers of their baptisms. 

 
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
C: Amen. 

The following confession and announcement of forgiveness  
makes use of language from  Acts 10, 1 Peter 1 and John 20 

 
P: In his great mercy, God has given us new birth into a living hope through the res-

urrection of Jesus Christ. Therefore, let us approach him with humble confidence 
to confess our sins and seek his forgiveness.  

 
C: God my heavenly Father, I know that you are just and true. I confess that I have 

found pleasure in what perishes, sought joy in what spoils, and have put faith in 
what fades away, rather than the rock solid truth of your Word. I have not al-
ways believed, but have fallen into doubt of your great promises. Teach me to 
see with the eyes of faith your pierced hands and feet and wounded side. Lead 
me to believe the witnesses of your resurrection. Forgive my sins, shield me by 
your power, and prove my faith genuine to your praise and glory. 

The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ gave to his church on earth: to  
forgive the sins of penitent sinners.”  For further information see: John 20:21-23.  

Also see Luther’s Small Catechism, “The Use of the Keys and Confession.”  

 
P: Jesus Christ is the judge of the living and the dead. Men killed him by hanging him 

on a tree, but God raised him from the dead on the third day and caused him to 
be seen by many witnesses. He has sent his Holy Spirit and promises his church, 
“If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven.” Therefore, as a called servant 
of Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit. Peace be with you!  

 
C: Amen. 
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Christians praise God by proclaiming the great things he has done 
to accomplish our rescue from sin. “Glory to God in the Highest” 

has been a Christian song of worship since the fourth century 
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P:  Father of lights, every good and perfect gift comes from you. Inspire us to think 

those things that are true and long for those things that are good, that we may 
always make our petitions according to your gracious will; through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.  

 
C: Amen. (spoken)  

 

 

Now those who had been scattered by the persecution in connection with Ste-
phen traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus and Antioch, telling the message only to 
Jews. 20 Some of them, however, men from Cyprus and Cyrene, went to Antioch and 
began to speak to Greeks also, telling them the good news about the Lord Jesus.     
21 The Lord’s hand was with them, and a great number of people believed and 
turned to the Lord.  

22 News of this reached the ears of the church at Jerusalem, and they sent Bar-
nabas to Antioch. 23 When he arrived and saw the evidence of the grace of God, he 
was glad and encouraged them all to remain true to the Lord with all their hearts.   
24 He was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith, and a great number of people 
were brought to the Lord.  

25 Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, 26 and when he found him, he 
brought him to Antioch. So for a whole year Barnabas and Saul met with the church 
and taught great numbers of people. The disciples were called Christians first at An-
tioch. 

(printed on the next page of your worship folder) 
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Sing to the LORD a new song,* 
 for he has done marvelous things. 
 
The LORD has made his salvation known* 
 and revealed his righteousness to the nations. 
 
He has remembered his love and his faithfulness 
 to the house of Israel;* 
all the ends of the earth have seen 
 the salvation of our God. 
 
Refrain 
 
Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth,* 
 burst into jubilant song with music; 
 
make music to the LORD with the harp,* 
 with the harp and the sound of singing. 
 
Shout for joy before the LORD, the King.* 
 He will judge the world in righteousness 
 and the peoples with equity. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
 and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Refrain 

 
Refrain Tune: J. Robert Carroll. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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 “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 10 If 
you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Fa-
ther’s commands and remain in his love. 11 I have told you this so that my joy may 
be in you and that your joy may be complete. 12 My command is this: Love each oth-
er as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life 
for his friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command. 15 I no longer call 
you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I 
have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made 
known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go 
and bear fruit—fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in 
my name. 17 This is my command: Love each other. 
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Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether 

they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world.  
2 This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges 
that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 3 but every spirit that does 
not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which 
you have heard is coming and even now is already in the world.  

4 You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the 
one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world. 5 They are from the 
world and therefore speak from the viewpoint of the world, and the world lis-
tens to them. 6 We are from God, and whoever knows God listens to us; but 
whoever is not from God does not listen to us. This is how we recognize the Spir-
it of truth and the spirit of falsehood.  

7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone 
who loves has been born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does 
not know God, because God is love. 9 This is how God showed his love among us: 
He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him.        
10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an 
atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also 
ought to love one another. 
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P:  Dear friends in Christ, the person standing before you has expressed a desire to become 

a member of Living Shepherd Lutheran Church because she is fully convinced that God’s 
Word is taught in its truth and purity and that the Sacraments are administered as insti-
tuted by Christ. I, therefore, ask you _______________, in the presence of God and of 
this congregation, “Do you acknowledge and confess the teachings of this church to be 
the true and unaltered teachings of God? And, if so, do you intend to defend them as 
such?” If you agree, answer by saying, “I do.” 

 
New Members: I do. 
 
P:  Do you, therefore, desire to be received by us into the fellowship of this church body 

and of this congregation?  If so, answer by saying, “I do.”  
 
New Members: I do. 
 
P:  Do you intend to continue in the confession of this church, to make faithful use of the 

means of grace in worship and in Bible study, to encourage the other members here 
and be encouraged by them in various fellowship activities, and lead a God-pleasing life 
until the end?” If so, answer by saying, “I do so intend with the help of God.” 

  
New Members: I do so intend with the help of God. 
 
P: Upon these, your promises, I, in the name of this congregation extend to you the right 

hand of fellowship in love and acknowledge you as members of our church. We publicly 
affirm our invitation to you to join us at the reception of the Lord’s Supper, and to par-
ticipate in all the other blessings offered to you by the hand of God through the ministry 
of Living Shepherd Lutheran Church, in the name of the Father, and of the Son †, and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

 
P:  Fellow members of Living Shepherd, _____________ is now a part of this gathering of 

believers.  As her brothers and sisters in Christ, do you intend to support and encourage 
her as she walks with us and joins in our mission to know Christ and make him known?  
If so, answer by saying, “We do so intend with the help of God.”  

  
Members: We do so intend with the help of God.
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We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made.  For us 
and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spir-
it and the virgin Mary, and became fully human.  For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose 
again in accordance with the Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is seated 
at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and 
the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Fa-

ther and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glo-
rified, who has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian* 
and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
*The original text here reads “catholic,” a word meaning “universal.” The Church consists of all believers in heaven 
and on earth, of every time in history. 

Thanks for visiting us today! We’d love to have a record of your visit!  
Any information you’d be willing to share would be greatly appreciated!  

 
 

Moved by God’s love in Christ, the people of Living Shepherd  
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to  
him.  To those visiting, you are our guests. While your  

gifts are welcome, please  do not feel obligated to give. 
You can also support our ministry by clicking the  

“give” button at www.LivingShepherd.com 
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We pray on behalf of this church as well as on behalf of  

God’s people throughout our nation and the world. 

P: O Lord God, our strength, our song, and our salvation, you fulfilled your promis-
es by the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ from the dead.  

  
C:  Thanks be to God!  You give us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ! 
  
P:  In your compassion you sent Christ, the Good and now Living Shepherd, who 

laid down his life to rescue the lost. 
  
C: Drive out all doubt and gloom that we may delight in your glorious victory. 
 
P: Lift our eyes heavenward to see him who lives to make intercession for the 

saints, and grant us confidence in his great power. Keep before our eyes the 
vision of your redeemed people standing before your throne and singing the 
song of victory: 

 
C: “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive power and wealth and wisdom 

and strength and honor and glory and praise!”  
 
P: Make us instruments of your peace as we bring the good news of hope and new 

life to those around us. Guide us in the use of all that you have entrusted to us: 
our time, our talents, and our treasures. 

 
C: Risen Lord, live in us that we may live for you. 
 
P: Merciful Lord Jesus, grant healing to the sick, and strengthen the faith of the 

suffering and the dying. Assure them of your abiding presence, and comfort 
them with the hope of eternal life. And hear us, Lord as we bring you our pri-
vate petitions. 

 
Silent prayer. 
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Special prayers and intercessions 
 
P: Gracious Father, you have restored to us the joy of your salvation.  With happy 

hearts we come before you and say: 
 
C: Alleluia!  Thanks be to God! Amen. 

The words of the Preface mark the beginning of the Sacrament section of the service  
and lift the worshipers’ hearts in praise. The opening sentences  

are among the oldest in the Christian liturgy. 

 
P: The Lord be with you. 
 
C: And also with you. 
 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
 
C: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 
C: It is good and right so to do. 
 
P: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 

thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who rose from the dead in glorious triumph to bring for-
giveness to the world and everlasting life to all who believe. Therefore with 
all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and 
join their glorious song:  
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Sanctus means “holy.” Used possibly as early as the second century, this canticle  

was in wide use among Christians in worship by the fourteenth century.       
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P: Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for 
sending your Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love 
through which he has ransomed us from sin, death, and the devil’s power. 

 
  By his incarnation, he became one with us. 
  By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will. 
  By his innocent death, he overcame hell. 
  By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven. 

 
 Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table 

with repentant and joyful hearts. Strengthen us through Christ’s body and 
blood, and preserve us in the true faith until we feast with him and all his 
ransomed people in glory everlasting. 

 
C: Amen. 

Matthew 6:9-13 

 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us. 
 Lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
  and the glory, forever and ever.   
  Amen. 
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As he speaks the Words of Institution, the minister both proclaims the words of  
Jesus to the congregation and sets apart the bread and wine for the Lord’s use.  

The sign of the cross reminds us of Christ's death. 

 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he 

had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; 
this is my (+) body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 
P: Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying,  “Drink from it, all 

of you; this is my (+) blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for 
the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”   

 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 
C: Amen. 
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Jesus is God’s Lamb [Agnus Dei], who was offered as a sacrifice for sin once for all. 
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 The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately  
with Christ and with one another as Christians who are united around a common  
confession of faith. In light of our Lord’s clear warning concerning His Holy Supper 
in 1 Corinthians 11:27-29, we ask you take the opportunity to join us in studying  

what our God has to say concerning this Holy Supper prior to communing.   
If you wish to come forward at the direction of our usher and have not yet  

declared fellowship with us, you may do so and will receive a blessing.
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The Nunc Dimittis [“Now dismiss”] is also known as the “Song of Simeon.”  
Through God’s Word and Sacrament, we have seen Jesus Christ, and like  

Simeon we find divine peace and comfort through faith in the Savior. 

P: We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you 
have given us to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift you have 
fed our faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit 
help us to live as your holy people until that day when you will receive us as 
your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
C: Amen. 
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The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  

The Lord said, “So they will put my name on [them],  
and I will bless them” [Numbers 6:27]. 

 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

 
C: Amen 

 

(printed on page 22)
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Pastor Pete Zaferos 
E-mail address:  pastorzaf@gmail.com 

www.LivingShepherd.com 
Pastor’s Phone: (307) 399-9288 

Call or Text Anytime!! 

We welcome everyone here today and thank you for joining us for Wor-
ship! We hope that you will join us again soon.    

 

We hope you can stick around after worship to join us for some treats 
from Sweets Bakery and some freshly brewed coffee! 

 

Next Sunday May 13th we’ll continue our Bible Study in the book of 
Proverbs called “Solomon Speaks.” Join us at 9 AM! 


