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We’re so glad you joined us for worship today!   

-    Restrooms are located on your right and on your left immediately after you walk 
through the double doors next to the fire place. 

-   We love having children in our worship service! However, if your child becomes 
restless, the café (first door on the left past the restrooms) is a great place to 
regroup and grab a cup of coffee. 

-   You are our guest! If there is something else we can help you with, please let 
any one of us know! 

-   Finally, you’ll find everything you need for worship printed in this service folder. 
Lord’s blessings on your worship! 

How does generosity make you feel? Be honest! It makes you a bit uncomfortable 
doesn’t it? True generosity tends to bring about a sense of obligation in us. The 
more generosity someone shows toward us the more we feel indebted to them. 
There’s another variable to this, however. What happens when there’s a third 
party involved? You’re neither the one receiving nor showing generosity. You’re 
simply an observer. How do you feel when generosity is shown to a person you 
feel does not deserve it? Today we’ll wrestle with the blessing of our God’s gen-
erosity and the struggles we face in light of it. Blessings on your worship today! 

Lord Jesus, in humility You came to this earth, to bring life to us humans.  Use Your 
word to bring me life today. Fill me with appreciation for Your goodness and 
Your grace as I see Your humility, winning life for me.  Bless my worship, O Sav-
ior!  Amen.  
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The name of the triune God and the sign of the cross  

remind worshipers of their baptisms. 

 
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
C: Amen. 

 
 

 
P: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking 

him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 
 
C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.  

For faithless worrying and selfish pride,  
For sins of habit and sins of choice, 
For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,  
You should cast me away from your presence forever.  
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.  

 
 

The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ gave to his church on earth:  
to forgive the sins of penitent sinners.”  For further information see John 20:21-23. 

Also see Luther’s Small Catechism, “The Use of the Keys and Confession.” 

 
P: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God 

made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of 
Christ through his called servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son (+) and  of the Holy Spirit.  

 
C: Amen. 
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Christians praise God by proclaiming the great things he has done 
to accomplish our rescue from sin. “Glory to God in the Highest” 

has been a Christian song of worship since the fourth century 
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P: Lord God, in mercy receive the prayers of your people. Grant them the wisdom to 
know the things that please you and the grace and power to accomplish them; 
through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 C: Amen. 

 

 

5 Then the Lord came down in the cloud and stood there with him and proclaimed 
his name, the Lord. 6 And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, “The Lord, the 
Lord, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and 
faithfulness, 7 maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and 
sin. Yet he does not leave the guilty unpunished; he punishes the children and their 
children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation.”  

8 Moses bowed to the ground at once and worshiped. 9 “O Lord, if I have found favor 
in your eyes,” he said, “then let the Lord go with us. Although this is a stiff-necked 
people, forgive our wickedness and our sin, and take us as your inheritance.”  

10 Then the Lord said: “I am making a covenant with you. Before all your people        
I will do wonders never before done in any nation in all the world. The people you live 
among will see how awesome is the work that I, the Lord, will do for you. 

printed on the next page
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God is our refuge and strength,* 
an ever-present help in trouble. 

 
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way* 

and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea, 
 
though its waters roar and foam* 

and the mountains quake with their surging. 
 
Refrain 

 
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,* 

the holy place where the Most High dwells. 
 
God is within her, she will not fall;* 

God will help her at break of day. 
 
“Be still, and know that I am God;* 

I will be exalted among the nations, 
I will be exalted in the earth.” 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 
Refrain 

 
Refrain Tune: Dale Wood. From Seasonal Psalms. © 1978 Augsburg Publishing House. All rights reserved.  
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress. 
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 24 Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the 
prize? Run in such a way as to get the prize. 25 Everyone who competes in the games 
goes into strict training. They do it to get a crown that will not last; but we do it to 
get a crown that will last forever. 26 Therefore I do not run like a man running     
aimlessly; I do not fight like a man beating the air. 27 No, I beat my body and make it 
my slave so that after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified for 
the prize.  

 For I do not want you to be ignorant of the fact, brothers, that our forefathers 
were all under the cloud and that they all passed through the sea. 2 They were all 
baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea. 3 They all ate the same spiritual 
food 4 and drank the same spiritual drink; for they drank from the spiritual rock that 
accompanied them, and that rock was Christ. 5 Nevertheless, God was not pleased 
with most of them; their bodies were scattered over the desert.  
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(The children may come forward during verse 4 for the children’s devotion) 
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“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the    

morning to hire men to work in his vineyard. 2 He agreed to pay them a denarius 
for the day and sent them into his vineyard.  

3 “About the third hour he went out and saw others standing in the 
marketplace doing nothing. 4 He told them, ‘You also go and work in my 
vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ 5 So they went.  

“He went out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour and did the 
same thing. 6 About the eleventh hour he went out and found still others 
standing around. He asked them, ‘Why have you been standing here all day long 
doing nothing?’  

7 “ ‘Because no one has hired us,’ they answered.  
“He said to them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard.’  
8 “When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call 

the workers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last ones hired and 
going on to the first.’  

9 “The workers who were hired about the eleventh hour came and each 
received a denarius. 10 So when those came who were hired first, they expected 
to receive more. But each one of them also received a denarius. 11 When they 
received it, they began to grumble against the landowner. 12 ‘These men who 
were hired last worked only one hour,’ they said, ‘and you have made them 
equal to us who have borne the burden of the work and the heat of the day.’  

13 “But he answered one of them, ‘Friend, I am not being unfair to you. Didn’t 
you agree to work for a denarius? 14 Take your pay and go. I want to give the 
man who was hired last the same as I gave you. 15 Don’t I have the right to do 
what I want with my own money? Or are you envious because I am generous?’  

16 “So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”  
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We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made.  For us 
and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spir-
it and the virgin Mary, and became fully human.  For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose 
again in accordance with the Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is seated 
at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and 
the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Fa-

ther and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glo-
rified, who has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian* 
and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
*The original text here reads “catholic,” a word meaning “universal.” The Church consists of all believers in heaven 
and on earth, of every time in history. 

Thanks for visiting us today! We’d love to have a record of your visit!  
Any information you’d be willing to share would be greatly appreciated!  

 
 

Moved by God’s love in Christ, the people of Living Shepherd  
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to  
him.  To those visiting, you are our guests. While your  

gifts are welcome, please  do not feel obligated to give. 
You can also support our ministry by clicking the  

“give” button at www.LivingShepherd.com 
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We pray on behalf of this church as well as on behalf of  

God’s people throughout our nation and the world. 

 

P: Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God and Mary’s son, in the fullness of time you came 
into our world to save us from sin and death: 

 
C:  You ushered in the day of grace so long foretold. 
 
P: Beloved Son of the Father, revered by the Magi, baptized by John, you came 

preaching and teaching, healing and comforting, forgiving and encouraging: 
 
C:  You brought the light of life to those walking in darkness, and the joy of salva-

tion to those doomed to death. 
 
P: Prince of peace, shine like a beacon for us and the people of our world. Let the 

good news of salvation be heard in the remotest corners of the earth. Open our 
own lips to speak your name to those around us who still live without faith or 
hope: 

 
C:  Arouse us and our missionaries to flood the world with the light of your gos-

pel. 
 
P: Lord of the Church, let your peace rule our hearts that we may use our gifts to 

serve you and each other in willing gratitude and joy. Watch over our loved 
ones near and far, that they may remember your love and rejoice in your salva-
tion. Strengthen the faith of the sick and the disheartened. Give hope to those 
in despair and comfort those who mourn: 

 
C:  Be gracious to all and lead us to reflect your love in everything we say and do. 
 
Special prayers and intercessions may follow 
 
P: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 
Silent prayer 
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P: Finally, bring us and all your believers to the heavenly home where we will 

stand in the full light of your glory and with all your saints and angels sing the 
everlasting song of triumph. 

 
C: Amen 

 
The words of the Preface mark the beginning of the Sacrament section of the service  

and lift the worshipers’ hearts in praise. The opening sentences  
are among the oldest in the Christian liturgy. 

 
P: The Lord be with you. 
 
C: And also with you. 
 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
 
C: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 
C: It is good and right so to do. 
 
P: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 

thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who came as the Light of the world so that the world may 
have light and life through him. Therefore with all the saints on earth and 
hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:  
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Sanctus means “holy.” Used possibly as early as the second century, this canticle  

was in wide use among Christians in worship by the fourteenth century.   
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P: Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for 
sending your Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love 
through which he has ransomed us from sin, death, and the devil’s power. 

 
  By his incarnation, he became one with us. 
  By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will. 
  By his innocent death, he overcame hell. 
  By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven. 

 
 Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table 

with repentant and joyful hearts. Strengthen us through Christ’s body and 
blood, and preserve us in the true faith until we feast with him and all his 
ransomed people in glory everlasting. 

 
C: Amen. 

Matthew 6:9-13 

 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us. 
 Lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
  and the glory, forever and ever.   
  Amen. 
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As he speaks the Words of Institution, the minister both proclaims the words of Jesus 

to the congregation and sets apart the bread and wine for the Lord’s use.  
The sign of the cross reminds us of Christ's death. 

 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he 

had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; 
this is my (+) body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 
 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, 

all of you; this is my (+) blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you 
for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of 
me.”   

 
 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 
C: Amen 
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Jesus is God’s Lamb [Agnus Dei], who was offered as a sacrifice for sin once for all. 
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The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately  

with Christ and with one another as Christians who are united around a common  
confession of faith. In light of our Lord’s clear warning concerning His Holy Supper 
in 1 Corinthians 11:27-29, we ask you take the opportunity to join us in studying  

what our God has to say concerning this Holy Supper prior to communing.   
If you wish to come forward at the direction of our usher and have not yet  

declared fellowship with us, you may do so and will receive a blessing. 
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 The Nunc Dimittis [“Now dismiss”] is also known as the “Song of Simeon.”  
Through God’s Word and Sacrament, we have seen Jesus Christ, and like  

Simeon we find divine peace and comfort through faith in the Savior. 
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P: We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you 

have given us to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift you have 
fed our faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit 
help us to live as your holy people until that day when you will receive us as 
your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
C: Amen. 

 

The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  
The Lord said, “So they will put my name on [them],  

and I will bless them” [Numbers 6:27]. 

 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

 
C: Amen. 
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Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House.  All rights reserved. 
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We welcome everyone here today and thank you for joining us for worship!  We 
hope that you will join us again soon.  

 

We hope you can stick around after worship to join us for some treats from Sweets 
Bakery and some freshly brewed coffee! 

 

Thanks to those who helped set up for worship today! Next week, the Rap and 
Hoffer families are on for set up. Set up starts at 8:30 AM. 

 

A Bible study called Idols We Never Knew We Had will continue next week! These 
Bible studies stand alone very well. Even if you haven’t joined us for a past study, join 
us next week! 

 

 
• 

• 

• 

• 

Pastor Pete Zaferos 
E-mail address:  pastorzaf@gmail.com 

www.LivingShepherd.com 
Pastor’s Phone: (307) 399-9288 

Call or Text Anytime!! 


