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We’re so glad you joined us for worship today!   

-    Our restrooms are located in the basement through the door nearest the piano. 

-   We love having children in our worship service!  However, if your child becomes 
restless, for your convenience we have a children’s play area downstairs along 
with an audio and video feed of the service. 

-   You are our guest! If there is something else we can help you with, please let an 
usher know! 

-   Finally, with the exception of a few hymns and the Psalm, you’ll find everything 
you need for worship printed in this service folder. Lord’s blessings on your wor-
ship! 

This morning we’ll be talking about the challenges of being a Christian. Following 
Christ leaves no room for vengeance, self-preservation or wrong priorities. So 
many want to follow Jesus, but only if a life of faith can be lived as much of the 
world as in the world. Breathless excitement wasn’t enough; cultural conven-
tions weren’t enough; not even seemingly loving acts were enough to change 
Jesus’ claim: Following Christ is all or nothing—it calls for total commitment.  

 
Dear Lord, I thank you for giving me this opportunity today to gather together with 

fellow believers to join in worship and praise.  May my worship and meditation 
this day be pleasing in Your sight and be deserving of Your honor. Amen. 
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The name of the triune God and the sign of the cross  
remind worshipers of their baptisms. 

 
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
C: Amen. 

 

 
P: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking 

him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 
 
C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.  

For faithless worrying and selfish pride,  
For sins of habit and sins of choice, 
For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,  
You should cast me away from your presence forever.  
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.  

 

The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ gave to his church on earth:  
to forgive the sins of penitent sinners.”  For further information see John 20:21-23. 

Also see Luther’s Small Catechism, “The Use of the Keys and Confession.” 

 
P: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God 

made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of 
Christ through his called servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son (+) and  of the Holy Spirit.  

 
C: Amen. 
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P: O God, you have prepared joys beyond understanding for those who love you. 

Pour into our hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may 
obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through your Son, Je-
sus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.  

 
 C: Amen. 

 

 

Jonah obeyed the word of the LORD and went to Nineveh. Now Nineveh was a 
very large city; it took three days to go through it. 4 Jonah began by going a day’s 
journey into the city, proclaiming, “Forty more days and Nineveh will be over-
thrown.” 5 The Ninevites believed God. A fast was proclaimed, and all of them, from 
the greatest to the least, put on sackcloth.  

6 When Jonah’s warning reached the king of Nineveh, he rose from his throne, 
took off his royal robes, covered himself with sackcloth and sat down in the dust. 
7 This is the proclamation he issued in Nineveh:  

“By the decree of the king and his nobles: Do not let people or animals, herds or 
flocks, taste anything; do not let them eat or drink. 8 But let people and animals be 
covered with sackcloth. Let everyone call urgently on God. Let them give up their 
evil ways and their violence. 9 Who knows? God may yet relent and with compassion 
turn from his fierce anger so that we will not perish.” 10 When God saw what they 
did and how they turned from their evil ways, he relented and did not bring on them 
the destruction he had threatened.  

 
4:1 But to Jonah this seemed very wrong, and he became angry. 2 He prayed to 

the LORD, “Isn’t this what I said, LORD, when I was still at home? That is what I tried 
to forestall by fleeing to Tarshish. I knew that you are a gracious and compassion-
ate God, slow to anger and abounding in love, a God who relents from sending ca-
lamity. 3 Now, LORD, take away my life, for it is better for me to die than to live.”  

4 But the LORD replied, “Is it right for you to be angry?” 
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 (printed on page 88 in the front part of your red hymnal) 

b
Whatever anyone else dares to boast about—I am speaking as a fool—I also 

dare to boast about. 22 Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are 
they Abraham’s descendants? So am I. 23 Are they servants of Christ? (I am out of 
my mind to talk like this.) I am more. I have worked much harder, been in prison 
more frequently, been flogged more severely, and been exposed to death again and 
again. 24 Five times I received from the Jews the forty lashes minus one. 25 Three 
times I was beaten with rods, once I was pelted with stones, three times I was ship-
wrecked, I spent a night and a day in the open sea, 26 I have been constantly on the 
move. I have been in danger from rivers, in danger from bandits, in danger from my 
fellow Jews, in danger from Gentiles; in danger in the city, in danger in the country, 
in danger at sea; and in danger from false believers. 27 I have labored and toiled and 
have often gone without sleep; I have known hunger and thirst and have often gone 
without food; I have been cold and naked. 28 Besides everything else, I face daily the 
pressure of my concern for all the churches. 29 Who is weak, and I do not feel weak? 
Who is led into sin, and I do not inwardly burn?  

30 If I must boast, I will boast of the things that show my weakness. 

 
The Hymn of the Day is assigned to this day because of its rich  

content and connection to the day’s Gospel. 

 

(The children may come forward during verse 3 for the children’s devotion) 
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As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely 

set out for Jerusalem. 52 And he sent messengers on ahead, who went into a Sa-
maritan village to get things ready for him; 53 but the people there did not wel-
come him, because he was heading for Jerusalem. 54 When the disciples James 
and John saw this, they asked, “Lord, do you want us to call fire down from 
heaven to destroy them?” 55 But Jesus turned and rebuked them. 56 Then he and 
his disciples went to another village.  

57 As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, “I will follow you 
wherever you go.”  

58 Jesus replied, “Foxes have dens and birds have nests, but the Son of Man 
has no place to lay his head.”  

59 He said to another man, “Follow me.”  
But he replied, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.”  
60 Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and pro-

claim the kingdom of God.”  
61 Still another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and say 

goodbye to my family.”  
62 Jesus replied, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit 

for service in the kingdom of God.” 
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P: Living in a world where people believe that the universe was formed through 

chance and accident, what do you believe?  
 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 
P:  Living in a world where people are confronted with the guilt and punishment of 

sin, what do you believe Jesus did for you? 
 
C: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was cruci-
fied, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again 
from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 

 

P: Living in a world where people are without hope and certainty, what do you 
believe? 

  
C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life ever-
lasting. Amen. 

 

Moved by God’s love in Christ, the people of Living Shepherd  
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks  

to him.  To those visiting, you are our guests.  
While your gifts are welcome, please  

do not feel obligated to give. 

 

Thanks for visiting us today! We’d love to have a record of your visit!  
Any information you’d be willing to share would be greatly appreciated!  
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 We pray on behalf of this church as well as on behalf of  
God’s people throughout our nation and the world. 

 

P: O Lord, our God, you are wise and powerful, good and gracious. Your mercies 
are new every morning. Each day you open your hand and provide for the 
needs of your children on earth.  

C:  We praise you for every grace and blessing. 
 

P:  Strengthen your Church in all the world. Let your comforting message of salva-
tion in Jesus be proclaimed to troubled souls everywhere. 

C: Use our ministries and offerings to extend your healing and your hope. 
  
P: We bring you our requests for the various structures of our society. Bless our 

national, state and local governments 
C: Grant us civil servants who are worthy of honor and respect.  
  
P: Grant prosperity to our businesses and industries. Give employers a sense of 

fairness toward their workers, and employees a feeling of joy and pride in their 
workmanship. 

C: Help us find satisfaction in all work well done. 
 

P: Invigorate the schools of our land. Give success to every effort that helps stu-
dents read, think, and communicate in ways that will promote an informed and 
responsible citizenry. Arouse curious minds to discover the wonders of your 
creation. 

C: Give us teachers and students who pursue excellence. 
 

P: Strengthen the families of our country. Give fathers and mothers a renewed 
commitment to be good parents. Give children and young people the wisdom 
to regard their parents as your representatives. 

C: Lead us to love one another as you have loved us 
 

P: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions 
 
 Silent Prayer 
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P: Gracious Father, we pray boldly as Jesus taught, with confidence that you will 
hear us and with faith that you will respond for our welfare. For it was your 
only Son who taught us to pray: 

 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  
The Lord said, “So they will put my name on [them],  

and I will bless them” [Numbers 6:27]. 

 
 
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 
C: Amen 

 

(printed on the next page) 
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We welcome everyone here today and thank you for joining us for Worship!  
We hope that you will join us again soon.    

Check your mailboxes after worship! You’ll find your July calendar as well as 
other information. 

Mark your calendars! We’re moving to the Lincoln Community Center on 
Sunday July 10th! More info to come! Also, we close on this facility’s sale on Fri-
day July, 8th. We’ll move as much as possible to storage after worship next Sun-
day July 3rd. Please plan to help! Thanks! 

Bible Basics continues this week! We’ll have the primary Bible Basics on 
Tuesday nights at 6:30 PM and a secondary Bible Basics on Wednesdays at 6:30 
PM. All classes will be at Pastor’s house! 1668 Coughlin St. 

 

Summer Bible Camp preparations are underway and registration is live! In-
vite your friends to register their children and grandchildren today! Also, if you 
are able to help with our Bible Camp in any way (July 11-15), please speak to 
pastor, Steve or Joanna. Thanks!  

Pastor Pete Zaferos 
E-mail address:  pastorzaf@gmail.com 

www.LivingShepherd.com 
Pastor’s Phone: (307) 399-9288 

Call or Text Anytime!! 


