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We’re so glad you joined us for worship today!   

-    Restrooms are located on your right and on your left immediately after you walk 
through the double doors next to the fire place. 

-   We love having children in our worship service! However, if your child becomes rest-
less, the café (first door on the left past the restrooms) is a great place to regroup 
and grab a cup of coffee. 

-   You are our guest! If there is something else we can help you with, please let any 
one of us know! 

-   Finally, you’ll find everything you need for worship printed in this service folder. 
Lord’s blessings on your worship! 

The parable of the Sower and the Seed is one we’d do well to review often. When shar-
ing God’s Word, we’re good at convincing ourselves we have a larger role than we 
do. Someone comes to faith in Jesus as their Savior who heard God’s Word first 
from me, and I think to myself, “Look what I did!” Another who hears about sins 
forgiven and peace with God from my lips rejects God’s Word, and I think, “What 
did I do wrong...?” This morning, as we look at this parable of the Sower and the 
Seed, may God give you peace as the seed planted in your own heart sends roots 
down deeper, grows taller, and you prepare to join in the sowing of seed yourself. 
Lord’s blessings on your worship today!  

 
Lord Jesus, in humility You came to this earth, to bring life to us humans. Use Your word 

to bring me life today. Fill me with appreciation for Your goodness and Your grace 
as I see Your humility, winning life for me. Bless my worship, O Savior!  Amen.  
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The name of the triune God and the sign of the cross  

remind worshipers of their baptisms. 

 
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
C: Amen. 

 
P: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking 

him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 
 
C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.  

For faithless worrying and selfish pride,  
For sins of habit and sins of choice, 
For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,  
You should cast me away from your presence forever.  
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.  

The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ gave to his church on earth: to  
forgive the sins of penitent sinners.”  For further information see: John 20:21-23.  

Also see Luther’s Small Catechism, “The Use of the Keys and Confession.”  

 
P: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God 

made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of 
Christ through his called servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son (+) and  of the Holy Spirit.  

 
C: Amen. 
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Christians praise God by proclaiming the great things he has done 
to accomplish our rescue from sin. “Glory to God in the Highest” 

has been a Christian song of worship since the fourth century 
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P: Lord God, in mercy receive the prayers of your people. Grant them the wisdom 

to know the things that please you and the grace and power to accomplish 
them; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 
C: Amen. 

 
 

10As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it 
without watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for 
the sower and bread for the eater, 11so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It 
will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the     
purpose for which I sent it.  

12You will go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains and hills will 
burst into song before you, and all the trees of the field will clap their hands.        
13Instead of the thornbush will grow the pine tree, and instead of briers the myrtle 
will grow. This will be for the Lord’s renown, for an everlasting sign, which will not 
be destroyed.”  

 

 
 

(printed on the next page) 
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Blessed is the man 
who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked* 
or stand in the way of sinners. 

 
But his delight is in the law of the LORD,* 

and on his law he meditates day and night. 
 
He is like a tree planted by streams of water, 

which yields its fruit in season* 
 and whose leaf does not wither. 

Whatever he does prospers. 
 
Refrain 
 
Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment,* 

nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous. 
 
For the LORD watches over the way of the righteous,* 
 but the way of the wicked will perish. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Refrain 

 
Refrain Tune: Robert J. Thompson. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. 
All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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 19 You gladly put up with fools since you are so wise! 20 In fact, you even put up with 
anyone who enslaves you or exploits you or takes advantage of you or pushes himself 
forward or slaps you in the face. 21 To my shame I admit that we were too weak for 
that! What anyone else dares to boast about—I am speaking as a fool— I also dare to 
boast about. 22 Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they     
Abraham’s descendants? So am I. 23 Are they servants of Christ? (I am out of my mind to 
talk like this.) I am more. I have worked much harder, been in prison more frequently, 
been flogged more severely, and been exposed to death again and again. 24 Five times I 
received from the Jews the forty lashes minus one. 25 Three times I was beaten with 
rods, once I was stoned, three times I was shipwrecked, I spent a night and a day in the 
open sea, 26 I have been constantly on the move. I have been in danger from rivers, in 
danger from bandits, in danger from my own countrymen, in danger from Gentiles; in 
danger in the city, in danger in the country, in danger at sea; and in danger from false 
brothers. 27 I have labored and toiled and have often gone without sleep; I have known 
hunger and thirst and have often gone without food; I have been cold and naked.          
28 Besides everything else, I face daily the pressure of my concern for all the churches.    
29 Who is weak, and I do not feel weak? Who is led into sin, and I do not inwardly burn? 
30 If I must boast, I will boast of the things that show my weakness. 31 The God and     
Father of the Lord Jesus, who is to be praised forever, knows that I am not lying. 32 In 
Damascus the governor under King Aretas had the city of the Damascenes guarded in 
order to arrest me. 33 But I was lowered in a basket from a window in the wall and 
slipped through his hands. I must go on boasting. Although there is nothing to be 
gained, I will go on to visions and revelations from the Lord. 2 I know a man in Christ 
who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven. Whether it was in the body 
or out of the body I do not know—God knows. 3 And I know that this man—whether in 
the body or apart from the body I do not know, but God knows— 4 was caught up to 
paradise. He heard inexpressible things, things that man is not permitted to tell. 5 I will 
boast about a man like that, but I will not boast about myself, except about my           
weaknesses. 6 Even if I should choose to boast, I would not be a fool, because I would be 
speaking the truth. But I refrain, so no one will think more of me than is warranted by 
what I do or say. 7 To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly 
great revelations, there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to   
torment me. 8 Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. 9 But he said 
to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” 
Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power 
may rest on me.  
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(The children may come forward during verse 3 for the children’s devotion) 
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4 While a large crowd was gathering and people were coming to Jesus from 
town after town, he told this parable: 5 “A farmer went out to sow his seed. As 
he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path; it was trampled on, and 
the birds of the air ate it up. 6 Some fell on rock, and when it came up, the 
plants withered because they had no moisture. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, 
which grew up with it and choked the plants. 8 Still other seed fell on good soil. 
It came up and yielded a crop, a hundred times more than was sown.”  

When he said this, he called out, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”  
9 His disciples asked him what this parable meant. 10 He said, “The 

knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of God has been given to you, but to 
others I speak in parables, so that, “ ‘though seeing, they may not see; though 
hearing, they may not understand.’ 

11 “This is the meaning of the parable: The seed is the word of God. 12 Those 
along the path are the ones who hear, and then the devil comes and takes 
away the word from their hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved.     
13 Those on the rock are the ones who receive the word with joy when they hear 
it, but they have no root. They believe for a while, but in the time of testing they 
fall away. 14 The seed that fell among thorns stands for those who hear, but as 
they go on their way they are choked by life’s worries, riches and pleasures, and 
they do not mature. 15 But the seed on good soil stands for those with a noble 
and good heart, who hear the word, retain it, and by persevering produce a 
crop.  
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P: Living in a world where people believe that the universe was formed through 

chance and accident, what do you believe?  
  
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  
P:  Living in a world where people are confronted with the guilt and punishment of 

sin, what do you believe Jesus did for you? 
  
C: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Ho-

ly Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again 
from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 

  

P: Living in a world where people are without hope and certainty, what do you 
believe? 

  
C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life ever-
lasting. Amen. 

Thanks for visiting us today! We’d love to have a record of your visit!  
Any information you’d be willing to share would be greatly appreciated!  

 
 

Moved by God’s love in Christ, the people of Living Shepherd  
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to  
him.  To those visiting, you are our guests. While your  

gifts are welcome, please  do not feel obligated to give. 
You can also support our ministry by clicking the  

“give” button at www.LivingShepherd.com 
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We pray on behalf of this church as well as on behalf of  

God’s people throughout our nation and the world. 

 
P: Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God and Mary’s son, in the fullness of time you came 

into our world to save us from sin and death: 
 
C:  You ushered in the day of grace so long foretold. 
 
P: Beloved Son of the Father, revered by the Magi, baptized by John, you came 

preaching and teaching, healing and comforting, forgiving and encouraging: 
 
C:  You brought the light of life to those walking in darkness, and the joy of salva-

tion to those doomed to death. 
 
P: Prince of peace, shine like a beacon for us and the people of our world. Let the 

good news of salvation be heard in the remotest corners of the earth. Open our 
own lips to speak your name to those around us who still live without faith or 
hope: 

 
C:  Arouse us and our missionaries to flood the world with the light of your gos-

pel. 
 
P: Lord of the Church, let your peace rule our hearts that we may use our gifts to 

serve you and each other in willing gratitude and joy. Watch over our loved 
ones near and far, that they may remember your love and rejoice in your salva-
tion. Strengthen the faith of the sick and the disheartened. Give hope to those 
in despair and comfort those who mourn: 

 
C:  Be gracious to all and lead us to reflect your love in everything we say and do. 
 
Special prayers and intercessions may follow 
 
P: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 
Silent prayer 



13 

 
P: Finally, bring us and all your believers to the heavenly home where we will 

stand in the full light of your glory and with all your saints and angels sing the 
everlasting song of triumph. 

 
 Gracious Father, we pray boldly as Jesus taught, with the confidence that you 

will hear us and with the faith that you will respond for our welfare. For it was 
your only Son who taught us to pray: 

 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  
The Lord said, “So they will put my name on [them],  

and I will bless them” [Numbers 6:27]. 

 
 
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 
C: Amen 

(printed on the next page in your worship folder) 
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We welcome everyone here today and thank you for joining us for worship!  We 
hope that you will join us again soon.  

 

We hope you can stick around after worship to join us for some treats from Sweets 
Bakery and some freshly brewed coffee! 

 

Thanks to those who helped set up for worship today! Next week, the Rasmussen, 
Davis, and Ogle families are on for set up. Set up starts at 8:30 AM. 

 

A new Bible study called Idols We Never Knew We Had will continue next week! 
These Bible studies stand alone very well. Even if you haven’t joined us for a past 
study, join us next week! 

 

 
• 

• 

• 

Pastor Pete Zaferos 
E-mail address:  pastorzaf@gmail.com 

www.LivingShepherd.com 
Pastor’s Phone: (307) 399-9288 

Call or Text Anytime!! 


