
Eighth Sunday After Pentecost 
Living Shepherd Lutheran Church 

365 W. Grand Ave Laramie, WY 
July 30, 2017  



2 

 

We’re so glad you joined us for worship today!   

-    Restrooms are located on your right and on your left immediately after you walk 
through the double doors next to the fireplace. 

-   We love having children in our worship service! However, if your child becomes 
restless, the café (first door on the left past the restrooms) is a great place to 
regroup and grab a cup of coffee. 

-   You are our guest! If there is something else we can help you with, please let 
any one of us know! 

-   Finally, you’ll find everything you need for worship printed in this service folder. 
Lord’s blessings on your worship! 

If you’ve been around Living Shepherd for a while, you may have noticed that every 
now and then, we’ll have a string of readings from one book of the Bible—
usually from a New Testament letter. This week is week 7 in a 16 week tour 
through the Apostle Paul’s letter to the Romans! These 16 lessons read like a 
curriculum for St. Paul’s Bible Basics class. They provide us with an excellent op-
portunity to walk through the basic teachings of the Christian Church, one word 
at a time. This week’s focus is on Longing. Lord’s blessings on your worship this 
morning!

Dear Lord, I thank you for giving me this opportunity today to gather together with 
fellow believers to join in worship and praise.  May my worship and meditation 
this day be pleasing in Your sight and be deserving of Your honor. Amen. 
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The name of the triune God and the sign of the cross  

remind worshipers of their baptisms. 

 

P: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
C: Amen. 

 
 

 
P: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking 

him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 
 
C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.  

For faithless worrying and selfish pride,  
For sins of habit and sins of choice, 
For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,  
You should cast me away from your presence forever.  
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.  

 
 

The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ gave to his church on earth:  
to forgive the sins of penitent sinners.”  For further information see John 20:21-23. 

Also see Luther’s Small Catechism, “The Use of the Keys and Confession.” 

 
P: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God 

made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of 
Christ through his called servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son (+) and  of the Holy Spirit.  

 
C: Amen. 
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P: Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your Word. By your Ho-
ly Spirit help us to receive it with joy and to bring forth fruits in faith and hope 
and love; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 C: Amen. 

 

As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it with-
out watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the 
sower and bread for the eater, 11 so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will 
not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose 
for which I sent it. 12 You will go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains 
and hills will burst into song before you, and all the trees of the field will clap their 
hands. 13 Instead of the thornbush will grow the juniper, and instead of briers the 
myrtle will grow. This will be for the Lord’s renown, for an everlasting sign, that will 
endure forever.”  

 
 
 
 

 (printed on the next page of your worship folder)  
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Praise awaits you, O God,* 
you call forth songs of joy. 

 
You care for the land and water it;* 

you soften it with showers and bless its crops. 
 
The streams of God are filled with water* 

to provide the people with grain. 
 
Refrain 
 
You crown the year with your bounty,* 

and your carts overflow with abundance. 
 
The grasslands of the desert overflow;* 

the hills are clothed with gladness. 
 
The meadows are covered with flocks 

and the valleys are mantled with grain;* 
they shout for joy and sing. 

 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Refrain 
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 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. 2 Such large 
crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat in it, while all the peo-
ple stood on the shore. 3 Then he told them many things in parables, saying: “A 
farmer went out to sow his seed. 4 As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the 
path, and the birds came and ate it up. 5 Some fell on rocky places, where it did not 
have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. 6 But when the 
sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root. 
7 Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. 8 Still other 
seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty times 
what was sown. 9 Whoever has ears, let them hear.”  

18 “Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: 19 When anyone hears 
the message about the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and 
snatches away what was sown in their heart. This is the seed sown along the path. 
20 The seed falling on rocky ground refers to someone who hears the word and at 
once receives it with joy. 21 But since they have no root, they last only a short time. 
When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, they quickly fall away. 
22 The seed falling among the thorns refers to someone who hears the word, but the 
worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, making it un-
fruitful. 23 But the seed falling on good soil refers to someone who hears the word 
and understands it. This is the one who produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or 
thirty times what was sown.”  
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The Hymn of the Day is assigned to this day because of its rich  
content and connection to the day’s Gospel. 

 

(The children may come forward during verse 3 for the children’s devotion)
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 I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory 
that will be revealed in us. 19 For the creation waits in eager expectation for the 
children of God to be revealed. 20 For the creation was subjected to frustration, 
not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that 
the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into 
the freedom and glory of the children of God.  

22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of 
childbirth right up to the present time. 23 Not only so, but we ourselves, who have 
the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption to 
sonship, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this hope we were saved. But 
hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what they already have? 25 But 
if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently.
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P: Living in a world where people believe that the universe was formed through 

chance and accident, what do you believe?  
 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 
P:  Living in a world where people are confronted with the guilt and punishment of 

sin, what do you believe Jesus did for you? 
 
C: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Ho-

ly Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again 
from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 

 

P: Living in a world where people are without hope and certainty, what do you 
believe? 

  
C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life ever-
lasting. Amen. 

Thanks for visiting us today! We’d love to have a record of your visit!  
Any information you’d be willing to share would be greatly appreciated!  

 
 

Moved by God’s love in Christ, the people of Living Shepherd  
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to  
him.  To those visiting, you are our guests. While your  

gifts are welcome, please  do not feel obligated to give. 
You can also support our ministry by clicking the  

“give” button at www.LivingShepherd.com 
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We pray on behalf of this church as well as on behalf of  
God’s people throughout our nation and the world. 

 

P: O Lord, our God, you are wise and powerful, good and gracious. Your mercies 
are new every morning.  Each day you open your hand and provide for the 
needs of your children on earth.  

C:  We praise you for every grace and blessing. 
 

P:  Strengthen your Church in all the world.  Let your comforting message of salva-
tion in Jesus be proclaimed to troubled souls everywhere. 

C: Use our ministries and offerings to extend your healing and your hope. 
  
P: We bring you our requests for the various structures of our society.  Bless our 

national, state and local governments 
C: Grant us civil servants who are worthy of honor and respect.  
  
P: Grant prosperity to our businesses and industries.  Give employers a sense of 

fairness toward their workers, and employees a feeling of joy and pride in their 
workmanship. 

C: Help us find satisfaction in all work well done. 
 

P: Invigorate the schools of our land.  Give success to every effort that helps stu-
dents read, think, and communicate in ways that will promote an informed and 
responsible citizenry.  Arouse curious minds to discover the wonders of your 
creation. 

C: Give us teachers and students who pursue excellence. 
 

P: Strengthen the families of our country.  Give fathers and mothers a renewed 
commitment to be good parents.  Give children and young people the wisdom 
to regard their parents as your representatives. 

C: Lead us to love one another as you have loved us 
 

P: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions 

 
Silent Prayer 
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P: Gracious Father, we pray boldly as Jesus taught, with the confidence that you 

will hear us and with the faith that you will respond for our welfare. For it was 
your only Son who taught us to pray: 

 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  

The Lord said, “So they will put my name on [them],  
and I will bless them” [Numbers 6:27]. 

 
 
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 
C: Amen 

 

(printed on page 14 in your 

worship folder)  
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We welcome everyone here today and thank you for joining us for 
Worship!  We hope that you will join us again soon.  

 

We hope you can stick around after worship to join us for some treats 
from Sweets Bakery and some freshly brewed coffee! 

 

Pastor Zaferos will be serving the vacancy in Cheyenne for the foresee-
able future. Beginning Sunday August 20th, worship in Laramie will begin 
at 9:00 AM to make travel to Cheyenne for an 11:15 AM service possible. 
If you have any questions or concerns regarding the vacancy, please feel 
free to ask Pastor Z! 

Pastor Pete Zaferos 
E-mail address:  pastorzaf@gmail.com 

www.LivingShepherd.com 
Pastor’s Phone: (307) 399-9288 

Call or Text Anytime!! 


