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After six weeks of Lent, the Christian Year has now reached its climax. We have 

come to the celebration of the suffering, death, and resurrection of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ.  This is the celebration for which we have been preparing throughout Lent.  
Now we see what our Savior came to do.  

We see him suffer and die for our sins and for the sins of the world.  And we see him 
rise triumphantly on Easter morning to assure us that our salvation is complete, the vic-
tory is won. 

 Prior to the fourth century, Easter Day itself included all three emphases: Christ’s 
suffering, death, and resurrection.  But the early Church fathers decided that it might be 
wise to spread those three emphases out over three days. 

 And so Maundy Thursday was set aside to commemorate the beginning of Christ’s 
suffering, as he gathers in the upper room, washes his disciples’ feet, institutes Holy 
Communion, then proceeds to the Garden of Gethsemane for prayer. 

 Good Friday was set aside to ponder the intensity of Christ’s passion, as he is put on 
trial before Pontius Pilate, scourged, and crucified. On the cross, he speaks only seven 
times before he dies. 

 Finally, on Holy Saturday evening, believers gathered for the Vigil of Easter.  It was 
not the high festival service of Easter.  Rather, it was a service to prepare oneself for 
that festival.  The Vigil was also used as the entrance rite into the Church, as converts 
were baptized, confirmed, and communed for the first time all during the Vigil. 

 The great theologian of the early Church, St. Augustine, called these days of special 
observance, “the most holy Triduum of the crucified, buried, and risen Lord.”  (Triduum 
is Latin for three days.)  These days have long been understood as the climax of the 
Church’s year.   

This year we’ll be using a variation of the Triduum service which focuses on Maundy 
Thursday, Good Friday and concludes with the Easter celebration.  While we will not be 
holding the Easter vigil portion of the traditional Triduum this year, you could still think 
of these three services as a unit. The Maundy Thursday service flows into the Good Fri-
day service with the ultimate exclamation point being our Easter Festival Celebration! 
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On Good Friday the church remembers the crucifixion of her Lord. Traditionally this 
day has been celebrated with a Tenebrae service. Tenebrae means “darkness.” Our ser-
vice tonight, while solemn, is not a message of gloom, but a service of adoration of the 
Son of God as he offers up his life as the Lamb of God.   

 
Tonight you will notice the following parts of our Tenebrae worship: 

 
— A bare altar: this reminds us of 

Christ’s abandonment before 
his passion 

 
— Silence before the service: time 

for quiet meditation 
 
— Extinguishing of the candles: 

recalls the miraculous darken-
ing of the sun while Christ was 
on the cross and the suffering 
Christ endured for us 

 
— Disappearance of last candle: 

recalls the moment of Christ’s 
death 

 
— Loud sound near end of service: 

foreshadows Christ’s breaking 
the bonds of death and exiting 
his sealed tomb on Easter 

 
— Return of last candle: antici-

pates seeing Christ, arisen 
 
— Silence after service: time for quiet meditation 
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The minister enters in silence. 
 

The Tenebrae candles are lit. 
 

Please Stand 
 

 Carrying his own cross, Jesus went out to the place of the Skull (which in Arama-
ic is called Golgotha). Here they crucified him, and with him two others—one on 
each side and Jesus in the middle.  

 Pilate had a notice prepared and fastened to the cross. It read: Jesus of Naza-
reth, the King of the Jews. Many of the Jews read this sign, for the place where 
Jesus was crucified was near the city, and the sign was written in Aramaic, Latin and 
Greek. The chief priests of the Jews protested to Pilate, “Do not write ‘The King of 
the Jews,’ but that this man claimed to be king of the Jews.”  

 Pilate answered, “What I have written, I have written.” 
 When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes, dividing them into four 

shares, one for each of them, with the undergarment remaining. This garment was 
seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom.  

 “Let’s not tear it,” they said to one another. “Let’s decide by lot who will get it.”  
 This happened that the scripture might be fulfilled which said, “They divided my 

garments among them and cast lots for my clothing.” So this is what the soldiers 
did. 

 Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of 
Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple 
whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, “Dear woman, here is your 
son,” and to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” From that time on, this disciple took 
her into his home. 

 Later, knowing that all was now completed, and so that the Scripture would be 
fulfilled, Jesus said, “I am thirsty.” A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a 
sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus’ lips. 
When he had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.” With that, he bowed his 
head and gave up his spirit.  

 

Please Be Seated 
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The first candle is extinguished.  
 
Silence for meditation 

The minister will chant the Antiphon at the beginning of the Psalm and at the end. 
The congregation is invited to join in the singing of the Psalm. 
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M: (Antiphon) They divide my garments among them and cast lots for my clothing.  
M: My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?  
C: Why are you so far from saving me, so far from the words of my groaning?  
M: My God, I cry out by day, but you do not answer,  
C: By night, and am not silent.  
M: Yet you are enthroned as the Holy One;  
C: You are the praise of Israel.  
M: In you our fathers put their trust;  
C: They trusted and you delivered them.  
M: They cried to you and were saved; 
C: In you they trusted and were not disappointed.  
M: But I am a worm and not a man,  
C: Scorned by men and despised by the people.  
M: All who see me mock me;  
C: They hurl insults, shaking their heads:  
M: “He trusts in the Lord; let the Lord rescue him. 
C: Let him deliver him, since he delights in him.”  
M: Yet you brought me out of the womb;  
C: You made me trust in you even at my mother’s breast.  
M: From birth I was cast upon you;  
C: From my mother’s womb you have been my God.  
M: Do not be far from me,  
C: For trouble is near and there is no one to help.  
M: Many bulls surround me;  
C: Strong bulls of Bashan encircle me.  
M: Roaring lions tearing their prey  
C: Open their mouths wide against me.  
M: I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint.  
C: My heart has turned to wax; it has melted away within me.  
M: My strength is dried up like a potsherd, and my tongue sticks to the roof of my 
 mouth;  
C: You lay me in the dust of death.  
M: Dogs have surrounded me; a band of evil men has encircled me,  
C: They have pierced my hands and my feet.  
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M: I can count all my bones;  
C: People stare and gloat over me.  
M: They divide my garments among them  
C: And cast lots for my clothing.  
M: But you, O Lord, be not far off;  
C: O my Strength, come quickly to help me.  
M: Deliver my life from the sword,  
C: My precious life from the power of the dogs.  
M: Rescue me from the mouth of the lions;  
C: Save me from the horns of the wild oxen.  
M: (Antiphon) They divide my garments among them and cast lots for my clothing. 
 

The second candle is extinguished.  
 
Silence for meditation 
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The minister will chant the Antiphon at the beginning of the Psalm and at the end.  
The format of this psalm is a bit different. Sing all the lines with a “1” preceding them 
before moving on to the lines preceded with a “2” and so on. 
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The third candle is extinguished.  
 
Silence for meditation 
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The fourth candle is extinguished.  
 
Silence for meditation 
 
Please Stand 
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Please Be Seated 
 
M: A reading from the Lamentations of Jeremiah the prophet: 
 
Lamentations 1:1-5 
  
 How deserted lies the city, once so full of people! 
 How like a widow is she, who once was great among the nations! 
 She who was queen among the provinces has now become a slave. 
 
 Bitterly she weeps at night, tears are upon her cheeks. 
 Among all her lovers there is none to comfort her. 
 All her friends have betrayed her; they have become her enemies. 
 
 After affliction and harsh labor, Judah has gone into exile. 
 She dwells among the nations; she finds no resting place. 
 All who pursue her have overtaken her in the midst of her distress. 
 
 The roads to Zion mourn, for no one comes to her appointed feasts. 
 All her gateways are desolate, her priests groan, 
 her maidens grieve, and she is in bitter anguish. 
 
 Her foes have become her masters; her enemies are at ease. 
 The Lord has brought her grief because of her many sins. 
 Her children have gone into exile, captive before the foe. 
 
M: Jerusalem, Jerusalem, return to the Lord your God! 

 
The congregation responds with the following hymn 
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M: A reading from the Lamentations of Jeremiah the prophet: 
 
Lamentations 1:6-9 
  
 All the splendor has departed from the Daughter of Zion. 
 Her princes are like deer that find no pasture; 
 in weakness they have fled before the pursuer. 
 
 In the days of her affliction and wandering, Jerusalem remembers all the treasures 
  that were hers in days of old. 
 When her people fell into enemy hands there was no one to help her. 
 Her enemies looked at her and laughed at her destruction. 
 
 Jerusalem has sinned greatly and so has become unclean. 
 All who honored her despise her nakedness; 
 she herself groans and turns away. 
 
 Her filthiness clung to her skirts; she did not consider her future. 
 Her fall was astounding; there was none to comfort her. 
 “Look, O Lord, on my affliction, for the enemy has triumphed.” 
 
M: Jerusalem, Jerusalem, return to the Lord your God! 
 

The congregation responds with the following hymn 
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M: A reading from the Lamentations of Jeremiah the prophet: 
 
Lamentations 1:10-14 
 The enemy laid hands on all her treasures; 
 she saw pagan nations enter her sanctuary— 
 those you had forbidden to enter your assembly. 
 
 All her people groan as they search for bread; 
 they barter their treasures for food to keep themselves alive. 
 “Look, O Lord, and consider, for I am despised.” 
 
 “Is it nothing to you, all you who pass by? Look around and see. 
 Is any suffering like my suffering that was inflicted on me, 
 that the Lord brought on me in the day of his fierce anger? 
 
 “From on high he sent fire, sent it down into my bones. 
 He spread a net for my feet and turned me back. 
 He made me desolate, faint all the day long. 
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 “My sins have been bound into a yoke; by his hands they were woven together. 
 They have come upon my neck and the Lord has sapped my strength. 
 He has handed me over to those I cannot withstand.” 
 
M: Jerusalem, Jerusalem, return to the Lord your God! 
 

The congregation responds with the following hymn 
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And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit. 



17 

 

 
Please Stand 

Please Be Seated 
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The fifth candle is extinguished. 
 
Silence for meditation 
 
The minister chants the  following verse from Philippians chapter 2 

 

 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and for-
give us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

 

Have mercy upon me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your 
great compassion, blot out my transgressions. Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse 
me from my sin. For I know my transgressions, and my sin always before me. Against 
you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so that you are proved 
right when you speak and justified when you judge. Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful 
from the time my mother conceived me. Surely you desire truth in the inner parts; you 
teach me wisdom in the inmost place. Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; wash 
me, and I will be whiter than snow. Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones you 
have crushed rejoice. Hide your face from my sins and blot out all my iniquity. Create in 
me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. Do not cast me from 
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your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation 
and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. Then I will teach transgressors your ways, 
and sinners will turn back to you. Save me from bloodguilt, O God, the God who saves 
me, and my tongue will sing of your righteousness. O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth 
will declare your praise. You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it; you do not 
take pleasure in burnt offerings. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and 
contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. In your good pleasure make Zion prosper; 
build up the walls of Jerusalem. Then there will be righteous sacrifices, whole burnt 
offerings to delight you; then bulls will be offered on your altar. 

 
The sixth candle is extinguished. The seventh candle is carried from the chancel.  

 

 

M: Let us pray. God Most Holy, look with mercy on this your family, for whom our Lord 
Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed, to be given over into the hands of the wick-
ed, and to suffer death upon the cross. Keep us always faithful to him, our only Sav-
ior, who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

 

Silence for meditation  

 
A loud noise (strepitus) representing the rending of Christ’s tomb is heard  

 
The seventh candle is returned to burn in the chancel. 

 
The choir sings a closing hymn 

 
The minister exits the chancel.  

 
After the final hymn verse, you may remain in the sanctuary for a time of silent meditation.   

When ready to return home, you may dismiss yourselves. 
 

Should you wish to leave an offering, the plate is located near the fireplace 
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