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After six weeks of Lent, the Christian Year has now reached its climax.  We have come to 

the celebration of the suffering, death, and resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  
This is the celebration for which we have been preparing throughout Lent.  Now we see what 
our Savior came to do.  

We see him suffer and die for our sins and for the sins of the world.  And we see him rise 
triumphantly on Easter morning to assure us that our salvation is complete, the victory is 
won. 

 Prior to the fourth century, Easter Day itself included all three emphases: Christ’s suffer-
ing, death, and resurrection.  But the early Church fathers decided that it might be wise to 
spread those three emphases out over three days. 

 And so Maundy Thursday was set aside to commemorate the beginning of Christ’s suffer-
ing, as he gathers in the upper room, washes his disciples’ feet, institutes Holy Communion, 
then proceeds to the Garden of Gethsemane for prayer. 

 Good Friday was set aside to ponder the intensity of Christ’s passion, as he is put on trial 
before Pontius Pilate, scourged, and crucified. On the cross, he speaks only seven times before 
he dies. 

 Finally, on Holy Saturday evening, believers gathered for the Vigil of Easter.  It was not 
the high festival service of Easter.  Rather, it was a service to prepare oneself for that festival.  
The Vigil was also used as the entrance rite into the Church, as converts were baptized, con-
firmed, and communed for the first time all during the Vigil. 

 The great theologian of the early Church, St. Augustine, called these days of special ob-
servance, “the most holy Triduum of the crucified, buried, and risen Lord.”  (Triduum is Latin 
for three days.)  These days have long been understood as the climax of the Church’s year.   

This year we’ll be using a variation of the Triduum service which focuses on Maundy 
Thursday, Good Friday and concludes with the Easter celebration.  While we will not be hold-
ing the Easter vigil portion of the traditional Triduum this year, you could still think of these 
three services as a unit. The Maundy Thursday service will flow into the Good Friday service 
with the ultimate exclamation point being our Easter Festival Celebration! 
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As with Ash Wednesday, Maundy 
Thursday marks a unique place in the 
church calendar. Just as Ash 
Wednesday begins the season of 
Lent, so Maundy Thursday marks the 
end of Lenten preparation and the 
beginning of the three holy days of 
Christendom, called the Triduum. 
Tonight’s service is the first in this 
series. 

To underscore the end of the 
Lenten time of preparation, and to 
recall Jesus’ discourse with his disci-
ples at the beginning of the first 
Maundy Thursday (John 13-14), the 
sermon is placed at the beginning of 
the service. The placement of the 
sermon provides a powerful pream-
ble to the “Instruction for the End of 
Lent” and the confession of sins 
which follows. 

 Holy Communion is celebrated in 
the Maundy Thursday service. Re-
ceiving Christ’s body and blood for 
the forgiveness of our sins is always 
appropriate in worship, and especial-
ly on this night, the night on which 
Jesus instituted the Sacrament. 

 The post-communion portion of the service takes us from the upper room in Jerusalem 
where the disciples celebrated the Passover to the Garden of Gethsemane in preparation for 
Good Friday. The altar, which is one of the most prominent symbols of Christ in the church, is 
solemnly stripped of its vestments in memory of the abandonment of Jesus in Gethsemane. 

 The service ends in silence.  The congregation hears no closing blessing (the blessing will 
come at the end of the Easter Celebration!).  Rather, the three services of the Triduum flow 
into one another as the congregation disperses in silence to reassemble for worship on Good 
Friday. 
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For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on 

the night he was betrayed, took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he 
broke it and said, “This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of 
me.” 25 In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the 
new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of 
me.” 26 For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the 
Lord’s death until he comes.  

27 Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an un-
worthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord. 
28 A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the 
cup. 
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P: In this Lenten season we have heard again how our Lord walked the path of 
suffering which led him to the cross for our salvation. We have also heard our 
Lord’s call to intensify our struggle against sin, death, and the devil—all that 
keeps us from loving God and one another. This is the struggle to which we were 
committed at Baptism; God’s forgiveness and the power of his Spirit to amend 
our lives continue with us because of his love for us in Jesus our Savior. 

 

 Within the family of the Church, God never wearies of giving peace and new life.  
In the absolution, we receive forgiveness as from God himself. This absolution we 
should not doubt but firmly believe that our sins are thus forgiven before God in 
heaven, for it comes to us in the name and by the command of our Lord. 

 

 We who receive God’s love in Jesus Christ are called to love one another, to be 
servants to each other, as Jesus became our servant. 

 

 In Holy Communion the members of Christ’s body participate most intimately in 
his love. Remembering our Lord’s Last Supper with his disciples, we eat the bread 
and drink the cup of this meal. Together we receive the Lord’s gift of his body and 
blood for forgiveness and participate in that new covenant that makes us one 
with him and one another. The Lord’s Supper is the promise of the great banquet 
we will share with all the faithful when our Lord returns, the joyous culmination 
of our reconciliation with God and each other. 

 

 

P: Let us confess our sins to God and ask for his forgiveness. 
 

C: Almighty God, merciful Father, I confess to you that I have not loved you with 
all my heart.  In what I have done and left undone, I have pursued my ways in-
stead of your ways.  I have not loved my brothers and sisters as myself.  For this 
I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. 

  

 I am truly sorry for my sins. 
 I repent of them. 
 I beg for your mercy, O Lord. 
 
Silence for meditation 
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P: Forgive us for the sake of Jesus Christ who suffered and died for us. 
  

C: Cleanse me from my sins. 
 Release me from my guilt. 
 Grant me your Holy Spirit to amend my sinful life. 
 
The pastor pronounces the absolution with these words: 

 
P: The almighty God has been merciful to us and has sent his Son to die for all.  For 

his sake, God forgives our sins and calls us from darkness to his marvelous light. 
  

 Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 

  

C: Amen. 
 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ has forgiven us and reconciled us to God and has promised 

us the power to forgive and love each other.  Relying on his promise, therefore, 
be reconciled with one another. 

  

C: Brothers and sisters, may the peace of Christ rule in our hearts, in our words, 
and in our actions. 

 
P: Lord Jesus Christ, in the Sacrament of Holy Communion you give us your true 

body and blood as a remembrance of your suffering and death on the cross.  
Grant us so firmly to believe your words and promise that we may always partake 
of this Sacrament to our eternal good, for you live and reign with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
C: Amen. 
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The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in Egypt, 2 “This month is to be for you the 
first month, the first month of your year. 3 Tell the whole community of Israel that 
on the tenth day of this month each man is to take a lamb for his family, one for 
each household. 4 If any household is too small for a whole lamb, they must share 
one with their nearest neighbor, having taken into account the number of people 
there are. You are to determine the amount of lamb needed in accordance with 
what each person will eat. 5 The animals you choose must be year-old males with-
out defect, and you may take them from the sheep or the goats. 6 Take care of them 
until the fourteenth day of the month, when all the people of the community of Isra-
el must slaughter them at twilight. 7 Then they are to take some of the blood and 
put it on the sides and tops of the doorframes of the houses where they eat the 
lambs. 8 That same night they are to eat the meat roasted over the fire, along with 
bitter herbs, and bread made without yeast. 9 Do not eat the meat raw or cooked in 
water, but roast it over the fire—head, legs and inner parts. 10 Do not leave any of it 
till morning; if some is left till morning, you must burn it. 11 This is how you are to 
eat it: with your cloak tucked into your belt, your sandals on your feet and your staff 
in your hand. Eat it in haste; it is the Lord’s Passover.  

12 “On that same night I will pass through Egypt and strike down every 
firstborn—both men and animals—and I will bring judgment on all the gods of 
Egypt. I am the Lord. 13 The blood will be a sign for you on the houses where you 
are; and when I see the blood, I will pass over you. No destructive plague will touch 
you when I strike Egypt.  

14 “This is a day you are to commemorate; for the generations to come you shall 
celebrate it as a festival to the Lord—a lasting ordinance. 

 
(printed on page 10 in your service folder)
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 It was just before the Passover Feast. Jesus knew that the time had come for 
him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the 
world, he now showed them the full extent of his love. 

2 The evening meal was being served, and the devil had already prompted Judas 
Iscariot, son of Simon, to betray Jesus. 3 Jesus knew that the Father had put all 
things under his power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God; 
4 so he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel 
around his waist. 5 After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his 
disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him.  

6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my 
feet?”  

7 Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will un-
derstand.”  

8 “No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.”  
Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.”  
9 “Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my hands and my head 

as well!”  
10 Jesus answered, “A person who has had a bath needs only to wash his feet; his 

whole body is clean. And you are clean, though not every one of you.” 11 For he 
knew who was going to betray him, and that was why he said not every one was 
clean.  

12 When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to 
his place. “Do you understand what I have done for you?” he asked them. 13 “You 
call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what I am. 14 Now that I, your 
Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. 
15 I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you.  

 
34 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you 

must love one another.  
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P: Father in heaven, just as your Son lifted his eyes toward you on the night of his 
passion, we confidently approach you in his name as this day draws to a close. 

C: I lift up my eyes to the hills.  My help comes from the LORD. 
 
 P: As Priest and Passover Lamb, he prayed that his sacrifice, soon offered on the 

cross, would be acceptable to you and would result in his glory and our salvation.  
We give you praise that, having finished the work you gave him to do, you an-
swered his prayer. 

C: At the name of Jesus, every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and un-
der the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of 
God the Father. 

  
P: As ascending Advocate, he prayed for the disciples who believed his word and 

remained in the world. Preserve your saints here and in every place who bear 
your name through baptism. Though they are still in the world, keep them from 
becoming of the world and protect them from its hatred. 

C: Sanctify them by the truth, your word is truth. 
 
P: Bless the instruction of the young. As you used the Passover celebration to teach 

Israel’s youth, bless our frequent celebration of Holy Communion as opportunity 
and incentive to teach our children that they may soon share in it with us. 

C: Whenever we eat the bread and drink the cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death 
until he comes. 

  
P: Finally, as Mediator for mankind, he prayed for those elect who were yet to be 

gathered. May the unity created by your word and expressed in your Sacrament 
serve as clear evidence to the world that Christ is in us just as you are in him. 
Keep us from divisive error, needless disputes, and calloused indifference. 

C: Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body, for we all partake 
of the one loaf. 

  
P: Use the apostolic gospel wherever it is preached to create and sustain faith. Just 

as Jesus now sits in glory, bring us and the full number of your chosen ones to the 
place where he has gone, which even now he makes ready for us. 
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C: Our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

  
P: As he interceded for us then, we are confident that he intercedes for us now. 

Therefore, we ask these things in his name and pray as he taught us: 

 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

The words of the Preface mark the beginning of the Sacrament  
section of the service and lift the worshipers’ hearts in praise.  

The opening sentences are among the oldest in the Christian liturgy. 

 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
 
P:  Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
P: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  In love he has blessed us 

with every spiritual blessing. He made his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our 
sins, and not only for ours but for the sins of the whole world. Now have come 
the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his 
Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and 
honor and glory forever and ever. 
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 Sanctus means “holy.” Used possibly as early as the second century, this canticle  
was in wide use among Christians in worship by the fourteenth century.   
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 As he speaks the Words of Institution, the minister both proclaims the words of Jesus  
to the congregation and sets apart the bread and wine for the Lord’s use.  

The sign of the cross reminds us of Christ's death. 

 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he 

had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; 
this is my  body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 
 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying,  “Drink from it, all 

of you; this is my  blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for 
the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 
 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
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 Jesus is God’s Lamb [Agnus Dei], who was offered as a sacrifice for sin once for all. 
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 The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately  
with Christ and with one another as Christians who are united around a common  
confession of faith. In light of our Lord’s clear warning concerning His Holy Supper 
in 1 Corinthians 11:27-29, we ask you take the opportunity to join us in studying  

what our God has to say concerning this Holy Supper prior to communing.   
If you wish to come forward at the direction of our usher and have not yet  

declared fellowship with us, you may do so and will receive a blessing. 

 

P: Thank you, heavenly Father, for nourishing us in this sacrament with Christ’s body 
and blood. You have given us forgiveness, life, and salvation. Let us always remain 
in Jesus as a branch remains in the vine. Send us out in the power of your Spirit to 
live and work to your praise and glory. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
C: Amen. 

 
 

The pastor will chant Psalm 88. If you would like to follow along,  
the Psalm is printed on page 18 in your service folder 

 
 
 

 During the singing of the psalm, the altar is solemnly  
stripped in token of the Lord’s abandonment by his  

disciples and in preparation for Good Friday. 
 
 
 

The congregation may remain for prayer and meditation before dispersing quietly. 
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Scripture taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®.  NIV®. 
Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. 

Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House.  All rights reserved. 
 

This service is a modified version of CWOS Maundy Thursday © 2004 and 
CW Service of Word and Sacrament © 1993. Northwestern Publishing House.  

Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved. 
 

All music printed with permission by  
OneLicense.net License Number A-721545 & CCLI License Number 11091589 

 
Artwork by Ian Welch—2010 Graduate of Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary 
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